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MATTHEW 13:3

July 12, 2026
WELCOME!

If you are a visitor, please sign the guest book in the narthex. If you are seeking a church
home, we joyfully invite you to join with us; please speak to me, Pastor Jami Possinger.

Holy Communion is open to all baptized believers who trust that the Lord 1s present for
them in His Supper.

Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices to fully enter into this time of
worship.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Join us today after service for our Holy Grounds Coffee Hour.
Bulletins: donated by Cheryl Ray. When you worry, read Matthew 25-34.

Faith Fair: Coming August 8! We’re looking for volunteers to help make this event a success. There are
plenty of ways to get involved: Donate baked goods for the bake table and cake walks, help staff tables,
assist with even set up/clean up.
e Donate any of the following:
*  Filled raffle baskets
= [ndividual items for raffle baskets (new)
=  Bingo prizes (new)
= Gently used books, costume jewelry, purses, and fancy hats
Your time and talents make all the difference in bringing our community together. If you’re able to help in

any way, we would truly appreciate it! Please contact Sara Cornell at saracornell10@gmail.com or (570)
472-5560 with any questions. Thank you for your support.

Altar Service Signup: Volunteers are needed to set-up, bake bread, and clean up after communion. Please
email Jan Frantz at Boris_fan@yahoo.com to help.

Bulletin Sponsors and Flower Donations: Sign-up sheets for 2026 are on the table in the foyer entrance
of the church. In-house bulletin for $10 and $10 towards silk flowers, or you may bring your own fresh
flowers. Please complete the requisition form with your dedication note.

Faith Fellowship Team: Our mission is encouraging interaction, building relationships, and creating a
sense of belonging within the congregation and with the local community. If you're interested in becoming
part of the Faith Fellowship Team, please contact Sara Cornell at 570-472-5560 or at
saracornell10@gmail.com.

MEETINGS/EVENTS
AA Meetings: Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday at 12 p.m.
American Red Cross Blood Drive: July 15, 2026, 1 p.m.-6 p.m. Please call 800-733-2767 to pre-register.
Bible Study: Sessions on Sundays, 8 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Studying Joshua.
Bible Study: with Pastor Jami - this Wednesday only, 10:30 a.m. instead of 11 a.m. due to the blood drive.

Choir Rehearsals: resume in September from 8:30 - 9:15 a.m.

Faith Book Club: The July selection is “Shameless Exploitation,” by Paul Newman and A.E. Hotchner.
Faith Library: Please see one of the “Little Librarians” or Sara Cornell with any donations or questions.
Faithful Community Quilters: Second Monday of the month, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Free Community Lunch: First Tuesday of each month. (Aug. 4) 11 am. - 1 p.m. Five Loaf House,133
Firehouse Road, Pocono Pines.

Holy Grounds Coffee Hour: Fellowship will be held after worship on the second Sunday of each month.
Volunteers to host are needed—please sign up on the sheet in the back of the church.

Pastor Jami Possinger has weekly office hours. Confidential email: pastor@faithlutheranblakeslee.org or
private cell phone: 610-216-9951
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God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the sower who
scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from what appears to be little,
dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are fed with the bread of life, that we may
bear fruit in the world.

PRELUDES: “Creation from the Art of Hymn Playing”
Please rise as you are able.
GATHERING HYMN
Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty
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1 O - pen now thy gates of beau-ty, Zi - on, let me en - ter there,
2 Gra-cious God, I come be - fore thee; come thou al - so un - to me;
3 Here thy praise is glad -ly chant-ed, here thy seed is du - ly sown;
4 Thou my faith in-crease and quick-en, let me keep thy gift di- vine;
5 Speak,O God, and I will hear thee, let thy will be done in-deed;
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where my soul in joy - ful du -ty waits for God who an - swers prayer.
where we find thee and a - dore thee, there a heav’n on earth must be.

plant-ed, bring forth pre - cious sheaves a - lone,
how - so-e’er temp -ta - tions thick-en, may thy word still me shine

un - dis-turbed draw near thee while thou dost thy peo - ple feed.
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Oh, how bless-ed is  this place, filled with so - lace, light, and grace!
To my heart,oh, en - ter thou, let it be thy tem-ple now!
so that all I hear may be fruit - ful un - to life in me.
as my guid-ing star through life, as my com-fort in all strife.
Here of life the foun -tain flows; here is balm for all our woes.
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
Now the Feast and Celebration

Refrain
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit
help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.

FIRST READING Isaiah 55:10-13

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return to the Holy
Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap their hands.

10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there until they have
watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the
eater, !! so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but
it shall accomplish that which I purpose and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 12 For you
shall go out in joy and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall burst
into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. '° Instead of the thorn shall come
up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle, and it shall be to the LORD for a
memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13
Your paths overflow with plenty. (Ps. 65:11)

"You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; to you shall vows be fulfilled.
2To you, the one who answers prayer, to you all flesh shall come.
3 Qur sins are stronger than we are, but you blot out our transgressions.

‘*Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to dwell there! They
will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness of your temple.

s Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our salvation, O
hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans far away.

¢ You make firm the mountains by your power; you are girded about with might.

7You still the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of the
peoples.

$Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your marvelous signs;
you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy.

*You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river of
God is full of water. You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth.

“You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; with heavy rain you soften
the ground and bless its increase.



'You crown the year with your goodness, and your paths overflow with plenty.

2 May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, and the hills be clothed with
joy.

13 May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak themselves
with grain; let them shout for joy and sing.

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the law was unable
to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now empowers proper actions and
values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life.

' Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3 For God
has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, *so that the just
requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but
according to the Spirit. > For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things
of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the
Spirit. ¢ To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.
" For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s
law—indeed, it cannot, ® and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you.
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. '°But if Christ is in
you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. ' If
the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus
from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.




GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil
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0 u i
Y W= I ] ]
Gl e e e =
Y ! d D = P 7 - o
Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is un-der-stood.
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warm it with the day.  When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.
GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
Glory to you, O Lord.

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming the good
news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus explains why this good news
produces different results in those who hear.

' That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the
beach. * And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow.
* And as he sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them up. ° Other
seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly,
since they had no depth of soil. * But when the sun rose, they were scorched, and since they
had no root, they withered away. ’ Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and
choked them. ® Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold,
some sixty, some thirty. ° If you have ears, hear!”



18 “Hear, then, the parable of the sower. ' When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and
does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this
is what was sown on the path. 2° As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who
hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 2! yet such a person has no root but
endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that
person immediately falls away. 2 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who
hears the word, but the cares of this age and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields
nothing. * But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and
understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty,
and in another thirty.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S TIME

SERMON




HYMN OF THE DAY “As Rain from the Clouds”
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1 As rain from the clouds will your word come to carth,
2 As grain that is scat - tered your word has been sown
3 As rays of the sun  shall your word light the world,
2 —— ] ! . — I
& e o @ @ | s 2
) = ! }
as snow from the heav - ens re - fresh - ing the land.
on rocks and on road - ways, in good earth and sand.
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Then soft - en our soil that the good seed may grow
Make fer - tile our soil that the good seed may grow
Then shine in our hearts that the good seed may grow
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We praise you, our God, for the dew of your word;
We praise you, our God, for the seed of your word;
We praise you, our God, for the light of your word;
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we thank you, good gar-d’ner, for your ten - der toil.
we thank you, good gar-d’ner, for your ten - der toil.
we thank you, good gar-d’ner, for your ten - der toil.
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We  bless you, best farm - er, for hun - dred - fold yield,
We  bless you, best farm - er, for hun - dred - fold yield,
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for har - vest of grace in our once - bar - ren soil.
for har - vest of grace in our once - bar - ren soil.
for har - vest of grace in our once - bar - ren soil.
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world,

and all of creation.
A brief silence.

God our gardener, you scatter grace like seed across the world. Continue to cultivate the
garden of your church with your abundant Spirit. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our joy, your bountiful creation reflects your commitment to life despite our actions
disregarding its wonder. We look toward Isaiah’s vision, when all creation rejoices, and the
trees will clap for joy at your salvation. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our life, you give us the same Spirit by which you raised Christ from the dead. Set our
minds on that Spirit whenever fear or condemnation overwhelms throughout the world. God
of grace, hear our prayer.

God our host and table, we pray for children who hunger and rely on school meals, for all who
toil under the hot sun without refreshment, for the chronically ill who have exhausted their
resources, and for local concerns. God of grace, hear our prayer.

PRAYER LIST

Jim H.; Megan, Larissa;, William; Richard Z.; Danielle S.; David S.; Michael K.; Gail and Bob C.; Shirley
S.; Justin E.; Ed. T.; Dale H.; Rita M.; St. Mark, Appenzell.
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God our source, tend this assembly with your grace throughout this summer season. May those

who travel for work or recreation do so safely, and may visitors find refreshment among us.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

We give thanks for the roots of your goodness that run deep throughout history. We remember
those saints who have gone before us in faith. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares upon
you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. Amen.
4

THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING MUSIC: “Simple Gifts,” by Tom Birchwood, played by Molly

Finkbiner.
OFFERTORY SONG
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OFFERING PRAYER

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share
freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of
Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise.
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PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this
day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
Great Thanksgiving
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san-na in the high - est; ho - san - na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness
endures from age to age. Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for
saving the earth from the waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely
through the sea. Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of
milk and honey. Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. Praise to
you for the death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all
nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying:
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Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup, we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim
the mystery of faith:
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Christ has died. Christ is ris-en. Christ will come, come a - gain.

O God of resurrection and new life:

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast.
Grace our table with your presence.

Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the
world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.

Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and
moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

LAMB OF GOD

Congregation: Congregation or Assistant:
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grant us peace, grant us peace.
Text and Music: Marty Haugen; © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc.
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.
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SONG AFTER COMMUNION
Praise to You, O God of Mercy
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the
abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love
freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit
nourishing us now and forever. Amen.
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BLESSING

SENDING HYMN
Sent Forth by God’s Blessing
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DISMISSAL

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! Thanks be to God.
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July 12,2026 — Seventh Sunday after Pentecost

Prelude:

Creation from The Art of Hymn Playing, Charles Callahan. © 2006 Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a division of MorningStar Music
Publishers. #10-597.20. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved.

Gathering Song:
Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty, Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672-1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1829-1878, alt., Tune: Joachim Neander, 1650-
1680. © Public Domain.

Gospel Acclamation:
Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil, Handt Hanson. © 1985, Prince of Peace Publishing/Changing Church, Inc. #117695. Reprinted with permission
under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights reserved.

Hymn of the Day:
As Rain from the Clouds, Delores Dufner. © 2003, GIA Publications, Inc. #22337. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919.
All rights reserved.

Offering Music:
Simple Gifts, Tom Birchwood. © Lorenz Publishing Company. #63627. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights
reserved.

Offering Song:
We Are An Offering, Dwight Liles. © 1984 Word Music, LLC. #16220. CCLI License #20635975 and Streaming License #20635982.

Sending Hymn:
Sent Forth by God’s Blessing, Text: Omer Westendorf, b. 1916, alt., Tune: Welsh folk tune. © Public Domain.

Postlude:
O God, Whose Word Well-Planted, Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., Stephen P. Folkemer. © 1990 Augsburg Fortress. #AF2019177. Reprinted with
permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights reserved.

Service Music:
Kyrie, Avon Gillespie. © Avon Gillespie, 1987, GIA Publications, Inc. #94856. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All
rights reserved.

Now the Feast and Celebration: Now the Feast, Marty Haugen. © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. #01108. Reprinted with permission under ONE
LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved.

Now the Feast and Celebration: Holy, Marty Haugen. © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. #G3488H. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE
# A-726919. All rights reserved.

Now the Feast and Celebration: Eucharistic Acclamation, Marty Haugen. © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. #01114. Reprinted with permission under
ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved.

Now the Feast and Celebration: Lamb of God, Marty Haugen. © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. #01116. Reprinted with permission under ONE
LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved.

Now the Feast and Celebration: Thanks Be To You, Marty Haugen. © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. #01117. Reprinted with permission under ONE
LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved.
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Sunday, July 12, 2026

Life in Every Direction

We can identify death in every direction. We see war, hunger, addiction, poverty, a dying
planet, and broken hearts. This is not a new story. The children of Israel surely saw death in
every direction, wandering in the desert and at least occasionally wondering about their next
meal. Paul looks at his own life and, at first, sees nothing beyond spiritual death. He reminds
us that death is not just physical, but also spiritual. Then, in the parable of the sower, three-
fourths of the seeds die and three-fourths of the sections of the field are inhospitable to
flourishing life. Sometimes, life isn’t even given a chance. We might look at the world and
ourselves and only see the places that are inhospitable to God’s love.

Today’s texts all go a step further, however, to articulate or reveal God bringing forth life
where there is only death in every direction. Cypress and myrtle trees rise up in the place of
thorns and briars (Isa. 55:13). “Christ Jesus has set [us] free from the law of sin and of death,”
and the life-giving Spirit dwells in us (Rom. 8:2, 10).The parable of the sower elicits reflection,
repentance, and, ultimately, new life from its readers and hearers in considering the sort of
spiritual life they practice. Are we hospitable or inhospitable to God’s word? This parable is a
vivid reminder of all God has overcome—rocks, scorching sun, thorns, and snatching—to
bring life to the world. God brings forth life in places where people see only death.
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