
 

 
December 21, 2025

WELCOME! 

If you are a visitor, please sign the guest book in the narthex. If you are seeking a church home, 
we joyfully invite you to join with us; please speak to me, Pastor Jami Possinger. 

Holy Communion is open to all baptized believers who trust that the Lord is present for them 
in His Supper. 

Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices to fully enter into this time of 
worship. 

Faith Lutheran Church 
550 Rt. 940 │ PO Box 228 

Blakeslee, PA 18610 
Office 570-646-0309 

 
Email: faithoffice@faithlutheranblakeslee.org Website: faithlutheranblakeslee.org 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Faith-Lutheran-Church-Blakeslee-PA-1721550018126312 

Minister: .................................................................................................................................... Rev. Jami Possinger 
Lector ............................................................................................................................................................ Mike Gillis 
Greeters/Ushers: .................................................................................................................................. Tom Hutton 
Communion Asst./Clean up: ................................................................................................................ Jan Frantz 
Music: ..................................................................................................................................................Molly Finkbiner 
 

LOVE
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Bulletins: donated by Cheryl Ray. 

Faith Fellowship Team: Our mission is encouraging interaction, building relationships, and 

creating a sense of belonging within the congregation and with the local community. If 

you’re interested in becoming part of the Faith Fellowship Team, please contact Sara Cornell 

at 570-472-5560 or at saracornell10@gmail.com. 

Faith Cookbook: Recipes can be for appetizers, soups and salads, main courses, side dishes, 

casseroles and desserts. Please submit your recipe to Sara Cornell or Barbara Laughlin. 

Include your name with your recipe. 

Altar Service Signup: Volunteers are needed to set-up, bake bread, and clean up after 

communion. Please email Jan Frantz at Boris_fan@yahoo.com to help. 

Bulletin Sponsors and Flower Donations: Sign-up sheets for 2026 are on the table in the 

foyer entrance of the church. In-house bulletin for $10 and $10 towards silk flowers, or you 

may bring your own fresh flowers. Please complete the requisition form with your 

dedication note. 

MEETINGS/EVENTS 

AA Meetings: Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday at 12 p.m. 

American Red Cross Blood Drive: January 14, 2026, 1 p.m.-6 p.m. Please call 800-733-

2767 to pre-register. 

Bible Study: Sundays, 7:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Studying Thessalonians. 

Bible Study: Wednesdays, 11 a.m. to Noon with Pastor Jami. NO class this Wednesday. 

Men’s Bible Study: Thurs. via TEAMS. Contact Bob Ray at 551-265-4071 or 

Rayfolks@ptd.net. 

Choir Rehearsals: Sundays, 8:30 a.m. in the sanctuary. NO rehearsal next Sun. Dec. 28. 

Christian Christmas Concert: The Pocono Praise Band with Pastor Dennis Moore. 

• Sunday, December 21, 4 p.m. at St. Mark’s Community Lutheran 

Church, Appenzell, PA 

Faith Library: Please see one of the “Little Librarians” or Sara Cornell 

with any donations or questions. 

Faithful Community Quilters: Second Monday of the month, 10 a.m. 

– 3 p.m. 

Free Community Lunch: First Tuesday of each month. (Jan. 6) 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. Five Loaf 

House,133 Firehouse Road, Pocono Pines. 

Pastor Jami Possinger has weekly office hours. Confidential email: 

pastor@faithlutheranblakeslee.org or private cell phone: 610-216-9951 
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Today Isaiah prophesies that a young woman will bear a son and name him Emmanuel. The gospel is 

Matthew’s account of the annunciation and birth of the one named Emmanuel, God-with-us. During these final 

days of Advent we pray, “O come, O come, Emmanuel,” a beloved hymn based on the O Antiphons, ancient 

prayers appointed for the seven days preceding Christmas. On this final Sunday of Advent, we prepare to 

celebrate the birth of the one born to save us from the power of sin and death. 

Please rise as you are able. 

PRELUDE “Episode on Veni Emmanuel;” “Veni, Emmanuel” 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose home is heaven and earth, whose salvation is 

sure. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Long-expected God,  

We confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only you can provide. We 

reach for swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war. We become 

impatient while waiting and weary of keeping awake. 

Free us from self-reliance and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors. Increase 

our trust in God’s timing, and awaken us to your advent among us, that we may abound 

in the hope you have promised. Amen. 

 

God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness. ☩ You are freed 

and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior. Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN 

 
 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

God of Mary and Joseph, keep alive in us the faith that you are still at work in ordinary people, 

accomplishing extraordinary things. When we become anxious and cannot discern your pattern 

in the jigsaw of our affairs, bring us back to the basics of trust and obedience. Lead us forward, 

one step at a time, one day at a time. Give us the humility to leave the overall picture to your 

divine wisdom. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen! 
Please be seated. 

 

LITURGY: A Candle-Lighting Liturgy 

We light the fourth candle of LOVE. 

We praise you, O God, for this wheel of time that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s 

advent. As we light the candles on this wreath, open our eyes to see your presence in the lowly 
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ones of this earth. Enlighten us with your grace, that we may sing of your advent among us in 

the Word made flesh. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose 

day draws near. Amen. 

Light all four candles. 

 (Sing verse 1) 

 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 7:10-16 
An Israelite and Aramean military coalition presented a serious threat to King Ahaz of Judah. In response, 

Ahaz decided to secure his throne and kingdom by seeking Assyrian help. Isaiah reminds Ahaz that human 

attempts to establish security will fail. The prophet gives the sign that is the only source of true safety: 

Immanuel, God is with us! 

10 The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11 “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol 

or high as heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.” 
13 Then Isaiah said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals that 

you weary my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young 

woman is with child and shall bear a son and shall name him Immanuel. 15 He shall eat curds 

and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16 For before the 

child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you 

are in dread will be deserted.” 

Word of God, Word of Life, Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM: Psalm 80 Hear, O Hear Us I am the good Shepherd. – John 10:14 
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SECOND READING: Romans 1:1-7 
Most of the Christians in Rome do not know Paul. In this letter’s opening he introduces himself as an apostle 

divinely appointed to spread God’s gospel. The gospel’s content is the promised coming of Christ, and Paul’s 

mission is to bring about the obedience of faith among all nations, including his Roman audience. 

1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2 which 

he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, 3 the gospel concerning his 

Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4 and was declared to be Son of 

God with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ 

our Lord, 5 through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience 

of faith among all the gentiles for the sake of his name, 6 including you who are called to belong 

to Jesus Christ, 

7 To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God 

our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

Please stand as you are able. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 1:18-25 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Matthew’s story of Jesus’ birth focuses on the role of Joseph, who adopts the divinely-begotten child into the 

family of David and obediently gives him the name Jesus, which means “God saves.” 

18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 

engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be pregnant from the Holy 

Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public 

disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. 20 But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel 
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of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to 

take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear 

a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this 

took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 

23 “Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son, and they shall name him 

Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” 24 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the 

angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife 25 but had no marital relations with 

her until she had given birth to a son, and he named him Jesus. 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

Please be seated. 

CHILDREN’S TIME 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
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APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to renew 

the church, the nations, and the whole creation. 

A brief silence. 

In the anticipation of these days, prepare our hearts for your arrival. Stir our spirits through the 

gifts of artists, musicians, poets, and preachers, as together we proclaim your advent among 

us. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

The earth breaks forth in singing as it heralds the Messiah’s coming. Fill our hearts with wonder 

as we join heaven and nature in announcing this holy birth. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

You send your saving grace and peace to the nations. Lead us in work for justice and care for 

the common good. May we meet the Christ-child we seek in the faces of our neighbors. God 

of grace, hear our prayer. 

When tears of grief, exhaustion, or loneliness come, or physical or emotional hurt overwhelms 

us, come to our aid. Uphold all who are anxious, who know the challenges of depression, or 

who are ill. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

PRAYER LIST 

Tom M; Valerie M.; Pastor Michael Ryan; Jill A.; Nancy M.; Phyllis & Jim N.; Shirely S.; Jim H.; Jenn & 

Rachel; Bob & Gail C.; Martha E.; Mya; Mary D.; Nicky S.; Leon P.; Homer A.; Judi C.; James K. & Family; 

Kathleen A.; Tom S.; Gary P.; Larissa; Barbara & David L; Joyce K.; Tammy H.; Mike & Peg; Mama Jan; 

Eric L; Dick M.; Don C.; David S.; St. Jacobi, Shohola. 
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Surround expectant parents and those suffering from infant loss with communities of support. 

Bless young children and new parents. Guide us in ways that provide safety for all children 

and those who care for them. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

We give thanks for all who have treasured the gospel and lived in faithful service. Strengthen 

our earthly journeys until, at last, your face shines upon us and we are held in your in love. 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy through 

Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. Amen. 

 

THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC: “A Star Will Soon Shine,” Don Besig, accompanied by Rebecca 

Salage, flute; sung by Faith Lutheran Choir. 

 

OFFERTORY SONG (Verse 1) 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. Through this meal, 

satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of your kingdom 

come. Amen. 

 

DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted 

your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things 

new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs 

of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
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Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after 

supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 

of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh 

in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most 

High, one God, now and forever. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Here is life. God is with us. Come, receive what God has promised. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 
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The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us forth, eager to share 

the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

 

SERVICE OF FAREWELL AND GODSPEED 

 

BLESSING 
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SENDING HYMN CANTICLE OF THE TURNING 

 
DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Keep awake. Thanks be to God. 



 

16 

 

December 21st – Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Prelude: 
Episode on Veni Emmanuel, Lani Smith. #1032046. © 1984 Lorenz Publishing Company, a division of The Lorenz Corporation (Admin. by Music 
Services). Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Veni, Emmanuel, Charles Callahan. #10-597.115. © 2006 Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a division of MorningStar Music Publishers. Reprinted 
with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Gathering Hymn: 
Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel, Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Koln, 1710; tr. John M. Neale, 1818-1866, alt., Tune: French 
processional, 15th cent. © Public Domain. 

Psalm: 
Psalm 80, William Owens. © Public Domain. 

Hymn of the Day: 
Jesus Comes, Mary Louise Bringle, Sally Ann Morris. © 2009, GIA Publications, Inc. #91749. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-
726919. All rights reserved. 

Special Music: 
A Star Will Soon Shine, Don Besig. © 2003, Harold Flammer Music, a division of Shawnee Press, Inc. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE 
# A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Sending Hymn: 
Canticle of the Turning, Rory Cooney. © 1990 Arrangement by John Ferguson © 2009 GIA Publications, Inc. #95672. Reprinted with permission under 
ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Postlude: 
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, Robert Lau. © 1990, Harold Flammer Music. #202278. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All 
rights reserved. 

Service Music: 
Now the Feast and Celebration: Kyrie, Marty Haugen. © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. #01107.  Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-
726919. All rights reserved. 

He Came Down, John Bell. © 1990, Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc. #00114. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All 
rights reserved. 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship Setting 10: Alleluia, Holy, Christ Has Died, Amen. © 2011 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Augsburg Fortress. 
Let Justice Flow Like Streams, Jane Parker Huber. © 1981 Jane Parker Huber (admin. Westminster John Knox Press). #118512. Reprinted with 
permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Lamb of God, Setting 5, With One Voice. © 1995 Augsburg Fortress Publishers.  Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights 
reserved. 

Come, Though Long-Expected Jesus, Charles Wesley, W. Walker. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.  Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-
726919. All rights reserved. 
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Don Childers ............................................................................................................................. loisj@ptd.net 
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