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VNativity of Our Lord,
December 24, 2025
WELCOME!

If you are a visitor, please sign the guest book in the narthex. If you are seeking a church home,
we joyfully invite you to join with us; please speak to me, Pastor Jami Possinger.

Holy Communion is open to all baptized believers who trust that the Lord is present for them in
His Supper.

Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices to fully enter into this time of worship.
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In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah declares that the light of
the long-promised king will illumine the world and bring endless peace and justice. Paul reminds us
that the grace of God through Jesus Christ brings salvation to all people. The angels declare that
Jesus’ birth is good and joyful news for everyone, including lowly shepherds. Filled with the light

that shines in our lives, we go forth to share the light of Christ with the whole world.

(Please rise as you are able.)

PRELUDE: “In the Bleak Midwinter/Still, Still, Still,” “O Little Town of
Bethlehem/See Amid the Winter’s Snow,” Away in the Manger,” “Angels We Have
Heard on High,” “O Come All Ye Faithful”

WELCOME!

SPECIAL MUSIC “A Call to Christmas,” Adam Miller,
sung by Faith Lutheran Choir.

(Please rise as you are able.)




GATHERING HYMN “0O Come All Ye Faithful” LBW 45
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Good and gracious God, on this holy night you gave us your Son, the Lord
of the universe, wrapped in swaddling clothes, the Savior of all, lying in a manger. On
this holy night draw us into the mystery of your love. Join our voices with the heavenly
host, that we may sing your glory on high. Give us a place among the shepherds, that we
may find the one for whom we have waited, Jesus Christ, your Word made flesh, God

forever and ever. Amen.

WREATH CANDLE LIGHTING: The light of Christ

Please be seated.

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined.
We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father.

For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given.
In him was life, and the life was the light of all people.

May the grace and truth of Christ be with you.

And also with you.

CHRISTMAS CAROL
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“Angels We have Heard on High”
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First Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7

This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth of a royal child
with a name full of promise. While Judah’s king will practice justice and righteousness, the real basis
for faith lies in God’s passion for the people: The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this!

2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of
deep darkness— on them light has shined. 3 You have multiplied exultation; you have
increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when
dividing plunder. * For the yoke of their burden and the bar across their shoulders, the rod
of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. s For all the boots of the
tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
sFor a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders,
and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7Great will be his authority, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and
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his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this
time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

LBW 40

CHRISTMAS CAROL
What Child Is This
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SECOND READING: Titus 2:11-14

The appearance of God’s grace in Jesus Christ brings salvation for all humanity. Consequently, in the
present we live wisely and justly while also anticipating the hope of our Savior’s final appearance.

"' The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, '?training us to renounce
impiety and worldly passions and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled,
upright, and godly, !> while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the
glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. ' He it is who gave himself for us that
he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are
zealous for good deeds.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to Luke 2:1-14 [15-20]
Glory to you, O Lord.

God'’s greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the “good news of great joy” and
proclaim God’s blessing of peace.

'In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all
the world should be registered. 2 This was the first registration
and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went
to their own towns to be registered. * Joseph also went from the
town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and
family of David. > He went to be registered with Mary, to whom
he was engaged and who was expecting a child. ¢ While they were there, the time came
for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in
bands of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no place in the guest room.

8Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the
fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. ° Then an angel
of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified. '°But the angel said to
them, “Do not be afraid, for see, I am bringing you good news
of great joy for all the people: ' to you is born this day in the
city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. !> This
will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands

. of cloth and lying in a manger.” !> And suddenly there was with
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,'* “Glory to God in

'99

the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!




15 'When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
“Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has
made known to us.” !¢ So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph and the child
lying in the manger. !” When they saw this, they made known what had been told them
about this child, 8and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them,
% and Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 2° The shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, just as it had been
told them.]

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S TIME
SERMON




HYMN OF THE DAY

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, creation, and
all who are in need.
A brief silence.
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Gathering God, you bring your people from every corner of the earth together before the
manger that you have made a throne. Unite the church in love as we rejoice in the news
of your coming. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Creating God, you brought forth the earth and all that is in it. Join our voices with the
roaring seas, the exulting fields, and the trees of the forest singing for joy on this holy
night. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Transforming God, the world trembles amid violence and war. Empower our hands, feet,
and hearts with your Spirit to shatter the rod of the oppressor and turn swords into
plowshares. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Shepherding God, you lead us to your love in the face of our neighbor. Send us into the
world to find your Word made flesh in one another, especially those who are sick or
struggling. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

PRAYER LIST
Tom M; Valerie M.; Pastor Michael Ryan, Jill A.; Nancy M.; Phyllis & Jim N.; Shirely S.,; Jim H.; Jenn
& Rachel; Bob & Gail C.; Martha E.; Mya; Mary D.; Nicky S.; Leon P.; Homer A.; Judi C.; James K.
& Family; Kathleen A.; Tom S.; Gary P.; Larissa;, Barbara & David L; Joyce K.; Tammy H.; Mike &
Peg; Mama Jan, Eric L; Dick M.; Wayne; Don C.; David S.; Phil A.
Nurturing God, you dwell with us in humble places. Sustain housing and clothing
ministries in this community, that all find shelter and warmth. We pray especially for
youth seeking safety and care. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Abiding God, you remain at the side of all the departed. Grant all who mourn hope in the
resurrection and peace in Christ Jesus. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O God,
trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

(Please share the peace of Christ with others.)
(Please be seated.)

OFFERING MUSIC “Away in the Manger,” Robert Lau,
played by Molly Finkbiner.
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OFFERING SONG LBW 44 (First verse)

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly
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Christ the child is Lord of all!  Christ the child is Lord of all!
Christ the child was born for you! Christ the child was born for you!

OFFERING PRAYER

God of glory, great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings you bestow.
Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, that all the ends of the earth may
rejoice in your saving grace, through Christ our Savior. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the birth of
creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. Blessed are you for your promise
to your people. Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed are you for
Mary’s openness to your will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and
truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for
his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take
flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is
yours, almighty Father, now and forever.

Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, who trespass agfunst us; )
hallowed be thy name, and lead us not into temptation,
thy kingdom come but deliver us from evil.
thy will be done ’ For thine is the kingdom,
2

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

A child has been born for us, a Son given to us. Come, receive the gift of Jesus.

COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. May we treasure this gift and ponder in our
hearts the mystery of your presence. Move us to discover the wonders of your love in the
everyday moments of our lives, through Christ born in us. Amen.

THE SERVICE OF LIGHT

“The people who walk in darkness have seen a great light: those who dwell in the land of
deep darkness, on them has shined a great light. Arise, shine, for your light has come, and
the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. Jesus said, “I am the Light of the World; he who
follows me will not walk in darkness but will have the light of life.” ““You are the light of
the world. Let your light so shine before them that they may see your good works and
give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”

LIGHT THE CANDLES OF THE USHERS

(Usher will come down the center aisle. The first person in each row will dip their unlit candle and light

from the usher’s candle. Each succeeding person down the row will dip their unlit candle to the lit candle
next to them. At the conclusion of Silent Night, blow out the candle carefully that it does not affect the
person in front of you. As you leave, place the candle back in the box.)
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CHRISTMAS CAROL: “Silent Night” LBW 65
(During the 3" verse, hold your candles high.)

Silent Night, Holy Night!
Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht!
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BLESSING

May the child that Mary brought to birth carry you into new and abundant life.

May the child that Joseph cradled in his arms enfold you with love and strength.

May the child that angels proclaimed in song bring harmony to our world.

And the blessing of Almighty God, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, increase
your hope, strengthen your faith, deepen your love, and + grant you peace this day and

forevermore. Amen.

(Candles are extinguished.)

CHRISTMAS CAROL LBW 39
Joy to the World
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DISMISSAL
Glory to God in the highest! And peace to God’s people on earth!
Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace. Thanks be to God.

Chriitmas: e Poinsétliag

The following people contributed to the poinsettias

on the Altar for Christmas Eve:

Karen Weaver, “in memory of my husband, Ed.”
Pastor Jami, “in dedication to my grandchildren and members of Faith Lutheran.”
Fred and Judie Tim, “In memory of John Fenton Tim.”

Ronald and Shirley Shiner, “in honor of Shiner Family, Seiler Family, and our church
family.”

Denis Hatch, “in honor of Catherine Perich and Theresa Hatch.”

Sara Cornell, “in honor of Anthony, Allyson, and Alex Camaerei, and Giovanni, Rocco,
Atlas, and Roman Camaerei.

Lois and Don Childers, “in loving memory of our parents.”

Roy and Glenda Hoffman, “in honor of our loved ones.”
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December 24", 2025 - Christmas Eve

Preludes:

In the Bleak Midwinter/Still Still Still, composed by Josie Merlino. © 2023 GIA Publications. Reprinted
with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. Permission to live-stream granted
by composer.

O Little Town of Bethlehem/See Amid the Winter’s Snow, composed by Josie Merlino. © 2023 GIA
Publications. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. Permission
to live-stream granted by composer.

Away in a Manger, composed by Josie Merlino. © 2023 GIA Publications. Reprinted with permission
under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. Permission to live-stream granted by composer.

Angels We Have Heard on High, composed by Josie Merlino. © 2023 GIA Publications. Reprinted with
permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. Permission to live-stream granted by
composer.

O Come All Ye Faithful, composed by Josie Merlino. © 2023 GIA Publications. Reprinted with permission
under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. Permission to live-stream granted by composer.

Gathering Song:
O Come, All Ye Faithful, John Francis Wade. © Public Domain.

Hymns:
Angels We Have Heard on High, traditional French carol. © Public Domain.
What Child Is This, Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, Tune: English ballad, 16™ century. © Public Domain.

Offering Music:

Away in a Manger, Robert Lau. © 2023 Lorenz Corporation (admin. by Music Services). All Rights
Reserved. ASCAP. #1271969. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights
reserved.

Offering Song:
Infant Holy, Infant Lowly, Text: Polish carol; tr. Edith M. G. Reed, 1885-1933, alt., Tune: Polish carol. ©
Public Domain.

Hymn of the Day:
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing, Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt., Tune: Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-
1847. © Public Domain.

Special Music:
A Call to Christmas, Adam Miller. © 2025 Hal Leonard, LLC. Reprinted with permission under ONE
LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved.

Communion Music:
Infant Holy, Infant Lowly, Robert Lau. #112074. © 1990 Harold Flammer Music, a division of Shawnee
Press, Inc. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved.

| Wonder As | Wander, Robert Lau. #112073. © 1990 Harold Flammer Music, a division of Shawnee
Press, Inc. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved.
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Candle Lighting:
Silent Night, Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; tr. John F. Young, 1820-1885, Tune: Franz Gruber, 1787-
1863. © Public Domain.

Sending Hymn:
Joy To The World, Isaac Watts, George F. Handel. © Public Domain.
Postlude:

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing, John G. Barr. © 1990 by H. W. Gray Publications, c/o CPP/Belwin, Inc.,
Miami, FL 33014.

HAPPY N%W YEAR b
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What's different about how your church locks s PHE_HEHDEH
[

today? c - -‘?.
-
. . . - @m — Christmas Eve
Circle the pictures below if they . =
represent new things that you see in ”

+ Today is Christmas Eve.
* On Christmas we celebrate the birth of baby Jesus.
*  Christmas is Jesus' birthday!

your worship space.

Here is a picture of baby Jesus in the
manger. Because it is Jesus’ birthday,
deccrate this scene with balleons and
streamers to help celebrate!

4 3 On Christmas, God gives us the best gift of all: Jesus!
But Christras is not just about getting gifts. Christmas is

also about giving.

In the gift boxes below, draw gifts that
you want to give. It could be a new toy
for a friend. You could also draw food or

clothing for people who need these things.

Those in the stable praised God for all they / -
had seen and heard. Jesus was born!

Spark: Acfivate Faith Bullafin copyright @ 2014 Sparkhousa. Al ights reserved CHRISTMAS EVE
May be reproduced for local use provided every copy camies this nofice.



