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PRELUDE 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

(Please stand as you are able.) 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of 

steadfast love, our rock and our redeemer. Amen. 
 

God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the 
one who is full of compassion. 

 
Fountain of living water, pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we 

long to be free. Rebuild what we have ruined and mend what we have torn. 
Wash us in your cleansing flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the 

way of Jesus, as healers and restorers of the world you so love. Amen. 

 
Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of 

Jesus Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God 

remembers them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus. Amen. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
God’s mercy floods over us. 

Lord, wash me clean of the pain in my life. 
God’s love pours into us. 

Lord, pour your love into every pore of my being. 
Let the love and mercy of God reign in your heart today. 

Be with me, Lord, and guide my life. AMEN. 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the redeeming love of God, and the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. And also with you.  

 
KYRIE 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation,  

let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,  

and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.  
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,  

let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY (you may be seated). 
O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our 

prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and 
death we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

FIRST LESSON  
The first lesson is found in Jeremiah 31:31-34 

 
31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will 

make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the 
house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I 

made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand 
to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their 

husband, says the Lord. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of 

Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it 
on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall 

they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know 
me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their 

iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
 

Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 51:1-12       (Read responsively.) 
 

 1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
  in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 

 2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 
  and cleanse me from my sin. 

 3For I know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me. 

 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; 
  so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.  

 5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, 
  a sinner from my mother’s womb. 

 6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 
  and would have me know wisdom deep within. 

 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
  wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 

 8Let me hear joy and gladness; that the body you have broken may rejoice.  
 9Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my wickedness. 

 10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
  and renew a right spirit within me. 

 11Cast me not away from your presence, 
  and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

 12Restore to me the joy of your salvation 

  and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.  
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SECOND LESSON 
The second lesson is found in Hebrews 5:5-10 

 
5Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one 

who said to him, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”; 
6as he says also in another place, “You are a priest forever, according to the order of 

Melchizedek.”  7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, 
with loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he 

was heard because of his reverent submission. 8Although he was a Son, he learned 
obedience through what he suffered; 9and having been made perfect, he became the 

source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, 10having been designated by God a 
high priest according to the order of Melchizedek. 

 
Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

VERSE (Spoken) (Please rise if you are able.) 
 

Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, 
and abounding in steadfast love. 

 
 
 

GOSPEL  

(Please remain standing.)  

The Holy Gospel according to John 12:20-33 
 

Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21They 
came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to 

see Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told 

Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 
glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, 

it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25Those who love their 
life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal 

life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be 
also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor.   27“Now my soul is troubled. And 

what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for this reason that I 
have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, 

“I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd standing there heard it and 
said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30Jesus 

answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the judgment of 
this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted up 

from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33He said this to indicate the kind of 
death he was to die. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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MESSAGE 
You may be seated. 

 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY   (spoken) – “Lift High the Cross” – LBW 377 
 

1. Come, Christians, follow where our Captain trod, 
 Our King victorious, Christ, the Son of God. 

 
2. Led on their way by this triumphant sign, 

 the hosts of God in conquering ranks combine. 
 

3. All newborn soldiers of the Crucified 
 bears on the brow the seal of him who died. 

 

4. O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 
 As thou hast promised, draw us all to thee.  Refrain 

 
Refrain 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
till all the world adore his sacred name. 

 
Text: 1 Corinthians 1:18; George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912, and Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956, alt., © 

1974, Hope Publishing Co. 

 
 

LENTEN CREED 
 

I believe in God, the creator of heaven and earth, who gave humanity free 
will and entrusted this precious world to us. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his Son, our Lord, who was born in a manger by 
Mary, a woman of humble beginnings.  Refusing to seek power, and turning 

away the sword, He died for us, the Lamb of God.  He descended into the 
darkest of places, but rose again on the third day, bringing life and hope to 

all.   
I believe in Christ’s humble spirit, conceiving the holy, apostolic and 

universal church, which is among us and beyond us, before us and after us.  I 
believe in a church comprised of sinners and saints, imperfect and in need of 

grace, yet blessed – the Body of Christ.  I believe in the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.   
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in 

need. A brief silence. You wash us through and through and remember our sin no 
more. Make your church a community of forgiveness throughout the world. Give your 

people courage to forgive; through them show the world new possibilities. Bless 
ministries of repentance and reconciliation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 
You promise to write your law on our hearts. Guide citizens throughout the world to 

shape communities that reflect your mercy, justice, and peace, and give them 
creativity to work for the welfare of all. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 
You sustain us with your bountiful Spirit. Restore the joy of all who need to know your 

presence: those who are lonely or feel unforgivable, those who need healing of mind 
or body, those who are dying, and all who grieve.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 
Jesus calls us to follow him in life and death. Empower this congregation in 

discipleship. Equip children and teachers in Sunday school, confirmation, and learning 
ministries. Give us your truth and wisdom and teach us to follow Jesus.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 
PRAYER LIST 

 
Judy H., Mya, Anneliese, Gertrude, Tim, Pr. Debby, Eddie, Cheryl, Carol, Bruce, Denis, 

Megan, Gertrude, George, Mike, Jennifer, Sue, Tina, Alex, Donna, Ginger, Karen, 
Janet, Rachel, Jenn, Ginger, R.C., Richard, Forrest, Roy, Jeanine, Leslie, Cory, Shirley, 

Deb, Kathy, Tom, Glen, Margery, Lillian K., Bruce and Members of the armed services, 

the congregation of St Paul of Albrightsville. 
 

In the cross of Christ, your name is glorified. We praise you for those who have given 
us words to worship you. With all those who have died in Christ, bring us into life 

everlasting.  Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

they will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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PEACE 
The Peace of Christ be with you always.   And also with you.   

 
(please share the peace of Christ with others with a wave from your seat, then be 

seated.) 
 

 
OFFERING 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in 
need.  The gifts are brought forward. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 

Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our 
hunger with bread from heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may 

pass over from death to life with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 

You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as 

holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. God bless you ☩ that you may be a 

blessing, in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.  Amen. 

 
 

SENDING HYMN (spoken) – “Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me” - LBW 333 
 

1 Lord, take my hand and lead me  
 upon life's way; 

 direct, protect, and feed me 
 from day to day. 

 Without your grace and favor 
 I go astray; 

 so take my hand, O Savior, 

 and lead the way. 
 

2 Lord, when the tempest rages, 
 I need not fear; 

 for you, the Rock of Ages, 
 are always near. 

 Close by your side abiding, 
 I fear no foe, 

 for when your hand is guiding, 
 in peace I go. 

 
Text: Julie von Hausmann, 1825-1901; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship 

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 

 

DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God. 

3 Lord, when the shadows lengthen 

 and night has come, 
 I know that you will strengthen 

 my steps toward home, 

 then nothing can impede me, 
 O blessed Friend! 

 So, take my hand and lead me 
 unto the end. 
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Prelude: 

A Way to Calvary Leadeth, arranged by Dale Wood. © 2000 The Sacred Music Press.  
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross, arranged by Dale Wood. 

 

Offering: 

Change My Heart, O God - ELW 801. Text: Eddie Espinosa, b. 1953 

Text © 1982 Mercy/Vineyard Publishing, admin. Music Services 

 

Postlude:  

Recessional by Robert J. Hughes. 1988 for organ. Published by Lorenz Publishing Co. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   (spoken) – Lift High the Cross” – LBW 377 

Text: 1 Corinthians 1:18; George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912, and Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956, alt., 

“This piece was reprinted with permission from ONE LICENSE #01923. All rights reserved” © 1974, 

Hope Publishing Co. 

 

SENDING HYMN (spoken) – “Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me” - LBW 333 

Text: Julie von Hausmann, 1825-1901; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship 

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
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