
 

WELCOME VISITORS! 

We are glad to have you join us in 

the worship of Our Lord. 

Please sign the guest book at the back 

of the sanctuary. Mask wearing is 

optional if fully immunized. 

 

Today’s Alter Representatives 

Worship Leader: ......... Rev. Peter Kuritz 

Greeters/Ushers: ......... Barbara Laughlin 

Lector: ..................................Mike Gillis 

Music: ...........................Molly Finkbiner 

 

Faith Lutheran Church 
550 Rt. 940 PO Box 228 

Blakeslee, PA 18610 

Office 570-646-0309 

Email: 
faithoffice@faithlutheranblakeslee.org 

Website: 

www.faithlutheranblakeslee.org 

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/Faith-Lutheran-

Church-Blakeslee-PA-1721550018126312 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Flowers and Bulletin: donated by Phil and Ruth 

Newlander. “Happy 10th Birthday, Emma!” 

Bulletin Sponsors and Flower Donations: A sign-up 

sheet for 2023 is on the table in the foyer entrance of the 

church. In-house bulletin for $10 and $20 towards silk 

flowers, or you may bring your own fresh flowers. 

Usher and Lector Volunteers needed, contact Jacquie 

Halko. Please call (570) 646-3922 or email at 

jacquie5444@yahoo.com. 

MEETINGS 

AA Meeting: Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday at 12 p.m. 

American Red Cross Blood Drive: Wednesday, March 

15, 2023, 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. Please call 1-800-733-2767 to 

pre-register. 

Bible Study: Each Sunday, 7:30 a.m. in the Community 

Room. 

Choir rehearsals: Sunday mornings, 8:30 a.m. 

Instrument rehearsal and Sunday School: Wednesdays, 

5 p.m. 

Faithful Community Quilters: Second Monday of the 

month, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

Pastor Kuritz has weekly office hours. Hours are posted 

on the white boards at the back of the church, or you may 

contact him using his confidential email: 

pastor@faithlutheranblakeslee.org 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Faith-Lutheran-Church-Blakeslee-PA-1721550018126312
https://www.facebook.com/Faith-Lutheran-Church-Blakeslee-PA-1721550018126312
mailto:jacquie5444@yahoo.com
mailto:pastor@faithlutheranblakeslee.org
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Jesus begins his public ministry by calling fishers to leave their nets and follow him. In Jesus the kingdom 

of God has come near. We who have walked in darkness have seen a great light. We see this light most 

profoundly in the cross—as God suffers with us and all who are oppressed by sickness, sin, or evil. Light 

dawns for us as we gather around the word, the font, and the holy table. We are then sent to share the good 

news that others may be “caught” in the net of God’s grace and mercy. 

PRELUDE: “Deep River,” “Shall We Gather at the River” 

WELCOME! 

(Please stand as you are able.) 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who makes all things new, whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy One, source of our renewal, we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free 

ourselves. We have not practiced your righteousness. Our hearts have turned away from you. 

For the sake of the world you so love, forgive us, that we may be reconciled to one another 

for the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass and new things I now declare.” God’s 

mercy makes us new. We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. Amen. 

ENTRANCE HYMN: “I Love to Tell the Story” LBW 390 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. And also with you. 

KYRIE 
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Hymn of Praise: Glory to God 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lord God, your loving kindness always goes before us and follows after us. Summon 

us into your light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that come through 

the cross of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

(Please be seated) 

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 9:1-4 

There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time [the LORD] 

brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter 

time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee 

of the nations. The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who 

lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined. You have multiplied the 

nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, 

as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar 

across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of 

Midian. 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God! 

PSALM: 27:1, 4-9 

The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? 

The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 

One thing I ask of the LORD; one thing I seek; that I may dwell 

in the house of the LORD all the days of my life; to gaze upon 

the beauty of the LORD and to seek God in the temple. 

For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter, hide me in the 

hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high up on a rock. 

Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround me. Therefore 

I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; I will sing and make 

music to the LORD. 

Hear my voice, O LORD, when I call; have mercy on me and answer me. 

My heart speaks your message— “Seek my face.” Your face, O LORD, I will 

seek. 

Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in anger. Cast me not 

away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of my salvation.  
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SECOND LESSON: 1 CORINTHIANS 1:10-18 

Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 

all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be 

united in the same mind and the same purpose. For it has been reported to me by 

Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. What I 

mean is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I 

belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” Has Christ been divided? Was Paul 

crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? I thank God that I 

baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, so that no one can say that you were 

baptized in my name. (I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I 

do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) For Christ did not send me to baptize 

but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ 

might not be emptied of its power. 

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 

who are being saved it is the power of God. 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God! 

(Please stand as you are able) 

VERSE / GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Alleluia” 

 

 

GOSPEL Matthew 4:12-23 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 

Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. He left 

Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun 

and Naphtali, so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be 

fulfilled: 
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“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee 

of the Gentiles—the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for those 

who sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned.” From that time Jesus 

began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, 

and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were 

fishermen. And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make 

you fish for people.” Immediately they left 

their nets and followed him. As he went from 

there, he saw two other brothers, James son 

of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat 

with their father Zebedee, mending their 

nets, and he called them. Immediately they left the boat and their 

father, and followed him. 

Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the 

good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the 

people. 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

(Please be seated.) 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON 
(Please stand if you are able.) 

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Here I am, Lord” WOV 752 

APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen  
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PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Make your church one in purpose, proclaiming the message of the cross. Help us to 

work together across differences. Energize ecumenical partnerships, including the 

World Council of Churches and Lutheran World Federation. Merciful God, receive 

our prayer. 

We rejoice at the bounty of your creation. Fill the land and sea with your abundance. 

Bless harvests in the southern hemisphere and fallow fields in the northern 

hemisphere. Equip farmers to till and keep the earth sustainably. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

In Christ your reign comes near and calls all to repentance. Break the rod of the 

oppressor in every nation. Dispel the shadow of death in places of war and 

persecution. Grant us leaders who lift the yokes that burden those in need. Merciful 

God, receive our prayer. 

Be a stronghold for those in trouble and a rock for all who are afraid. Rouse 

communities to care for neighbors who need shelter, are facing maltreatment, or are 

isolated and lonely. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Sustain the ministries of this congregation and all churches in this community 

through the Top of the Mountain Ecumenical Council. Nurture each congregation’s 

unique witness to your presence; foster mutual respect; inspire our cooperation in 

loving our neighbors. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

PRAYER LIST 

Megan; Jim; Jeanine; Tom and Valerie M.; Daniel; Marge M.; Jenn; Lorraine; Rachel; Jeffery 

H.; Mya; Matthew B.; Carol K.; Roberta and Tony R.; Eric L.; Cleo; Deb H.; Joseph F.; John K.; 

Rev. Rick Chavez; Larissa; Drew D.; Peter S.; Jeannette M; Judy; Karen K; Dave B.; Maryann 

N.; Shirley S.; Jessica; Missy V.; Zion United, Brodheadsville. 

We praise you for the faithful who have gone ahead of us, both famous and unknown. 

Help us to leave our nets and follow, and bring us with them to the fullness of your 

promise of eternal life. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power 

revealed in Christ crucified. Amen. 

 

THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 

(Please share Christ’s peace in social and acceptable ways.) 
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(Please be seated) 

SPECIAL MUSIC: “Fishers of Men” by Harry D. Clarke 
 played by Faith Lutheran Boomwacker Group. 

 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 

(Stand as you are able) 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free. 

Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, and 

shape us as people of your justice and freedom. You we magnify and adore, through 

Jesus our Savior, Amen. 

 

DIALOGUE 
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PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the 

Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to 

wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church 

on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and eternal your 

reign. You have filled all creation with light and life; heaven and earth are full of 

your glory. 

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: the promise to Israel, 

the rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land, the words of the prophets; and, 

at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, who proclaimed the good news in 

word and deed and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 

death until he comes. 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord offered 

for us. And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power 

to share with us the great and promised feast. Amen. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in Christ’s body and blood 

may live to the praise of your glory and receive our inheritance with all your saints 

in light. Amen. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place and unite 

them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as victorious 

Lord of all. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come and taste the joy of God! 

 (Please be seated) 

 
 

“The body of Christ…. Given for you.” “The blood of Christ…. Shed for you.” 

(Please stand as you are able) 
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COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen. 

 

 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this table. 

Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you. 

Amen. 

 

 

BLESSING 

The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod ☩ bless, 

strengthen, and uphold you, today and always. Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN:  “Will You Come and Follow Me” ELW 798 

 
DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. Thanks be to God. 
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A New Way to Follow 
Nations wage war, gangs battle each other, families quarrel, 

communities of faith divide. We hear others say and even 

hear ourselves saying, “There is no other way.” 

In Jesus, the light of God’s kingdom draws near and a new 

way shines for us to follow. 

In today’s gospel, Jesus first withdraws (Matt. 4:12). The 

word anachoreo (to withdraw) is used ten times in Matthew’s 

gospel—each time as Jesus’ response to violence or conflict. John the Baptist has been 

arrested, and tension is beginning to build. The way of God and the way of the world’s 

rulers are beginning to collide. 

In Jesus, a new kingdom has drawn near, a kingdom of nonviolence and non-retaliation. 

Jesus’ withdrawal is not simply passivity but points to a vision of an alternate way of 

reigning as king. Jesus rules not with violence, abusive power, or through division but 

through voluntarily emptying himself of power, identifying with the oppressed and 

burdened, and healing that which is broken. Into this new reign, Jesus calls the disciples 

to follow him, a way that appears foolish and weak to those who cannot discern it. To 

those God calls, it is the wisdom and strength, the light and power of God. 

To follow in the way of Jesus places one’s life at risk, for it eventually leads to the cross. 

To follow, though, implies someone is leading. The way God calls us to follow has 

already been filled with the loving kindness and mercy of Jesus who has gone before us 

and who leads us to the foot of the cross. There, in the shadow of the cross, God makes a 

way for unity in the midst of division, for healing in the midst of brokenness, for peace in 

the midst of violence, for forgiveness in the midst of betrayal. Around the table, the 

kingdom of God draws near; Jesus’ broken body announces forgiveness, healing, peace, 

and unity. Many bodies are nourished and formed into the one body of Christ, called and 

sent to follow in the way of Jesus, to be broken and shed for the sake of the world. 
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