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May 3, 2026
WELCOME!

If you are a visitor, please sign the guest book in the narthex. If you are seeking a church
home, we joyfully invite you to join with us; please speak to me, Pastor Jami Possinger.

Holy Communion is open to all baptized believers who trust that the Lord is present for
them in His Supper.

Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices to fully enter into this time of
worship.

Faith Lutheran Church
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Blakeslee, PA 18610
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Holy Grounds Coffee Hour: Fellowship will be held after worship on the second Sunday
of each month, starting May 10. Volunteers to host are needed—yplease sign up on the sheet
in the back of the church.

Altar Service Signup: Volunteers are needed to set-up, bake bread, and clean up after
communion. Please email Jan Frantz at Boris_fan@yahoo.com to help.

Bulletin Sponsors and Flower Donations: Sign-up sheets for 2026 are on the table in the
foyer entrance of the church. In-house bulletin for $10 and $10 towards silk flowers, or you
may bring your own fresh flowers. Please complete the requisition form with your
dedication note.

Faith Fellowship Team: Our mission is encouraging interaction, building relationships,
and creating a sense of belonging within the congregation and with the local community. If
you're interested in becoming part of the Faith Fellowship Team, please contact Sara
Cornell at 570-472-5560 or at saracornelll0@gmail.com.

MEETINGS/EVENTS
AA Meetings: Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday at 12 p.m.

American Red Cross Blood Drive: May 6, 2026, 1 p.m.-6 p.m. Please call 800-733-2767 to
pre-register.

Bible Study: Sessions on Sundays, 7:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Studying Joshua.
Bible Study: Wednesdays, 11 a.m. to Noon with Pastor Jami.
Choir Rehearsals: Sundays, 8:30 a.m. in the sanctuary. (Last rehearsal before summer break.)

Faith Book Club: is reading “The Measure,” by Nikki Erlick. Discussion will take place on
May 17, 2026, at Murphy’s Loft following the service.

Faith Library: Please see one of the “Little Librarians” or Sara Cornell with any donations
or questions.

Faithful Community Quilters: Second Monday of the month, 10 a.m. — 3 p.m.

Free Community Lunch: First Tuesday of each month. (May 5) 11 a.m. — 1 p.m. Five Loaf
House, 133 Firehouse Road, Pocono Pines.

Pastor Jami Possinger has weekly office hours. Confidential email:
pastor@faithlutheranblakeslee.org or private cell phone: 610-216-9951
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As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that
he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us
to share Jesus’ mission in the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to
proclaim the one who called us out of darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness
to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life.

PRELUDES: “Alleluia,” “Sing a New Song”

Please rise as you are able.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!
Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues.

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us
beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle
rain, roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys.
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for
joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down
barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a
new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now
and forever. Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN
Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you all. And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
Now the Feast and Celebration
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love
one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life with all the
world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

FIRST READING: ACTS 7:55-60

Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to
serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s
word, he becomes the first martyr of the faith.

> Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus
standing at the right hand of God. * “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of
Man standing at the right hand of God!” s But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout
all rushed together against him. * Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone
him, and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. ¥ While they
were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” © Then he knelt down and
cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he
died.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16
Into your hands, O LORD, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5)

'Tn you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in
your righteousness.

2Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.

3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold;
for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me.

*Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower
of strength.

> Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LorD, God of
truth.

5 My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from
those who persecute me.

16 et your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love.”

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:2-10

Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God'’s chosen, holy
people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ.

2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into
salvation *if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.



+Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s
sight, and slike living stones let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. ¢ For it stands
in scripture: “See, [ am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever
believes in him will not be put to shame.”

7 This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the
builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that
makes them stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because
they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.

*But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own
people, in order that you may proclaim the excellence of him who called you
out of darkness into his marvelous light.

v Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy,
but now you have received mercy.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to John 14:1-14
Glory to you, O Lord.

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through whom
God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ! “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also
in me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have
told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3> And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will
come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. * And you



know the way to the place where I am going.” °> Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know
where you are going. How can we know the way?” ¢ Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the
truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you know me, you will
know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” ‘

s Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.”
»Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still
do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you
say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and
the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own, but the Father who
dwells in me does his works. ' Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, but
if you do not, then believe because of the works themselves. 2 Very truly, I tell you, the one
who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than
these, because I am going to the Father. * I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the
Father may be glorified in the Son. “If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S TIME
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks
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APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray

for the needs of all creation.
A brief silence.

God of glory, you have built your church on Christ the cornerstone. Inspire lay leaders,
deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim forgiveness and your steadfast love to all whom they
encounter. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of majesty, you bring forth plants and animals, skies and seas, mountains and valleys.
Protect all you have made from the ravages of pollution and climate disaster. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

God of mercy, you intend governments and social service agencies to be instruments of peace
and justice. Guide political leaders and organizations to be agents of compassion, and raise up
advocates for those who seek refuge and assistance. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of well-being, you soothe those in distress, console all who grieve, provide for any in
need, and comfort those who are sick. Instill caregivers with a sense of purpose to be your
healing hands in this world. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

PRAYER LIST
Jim H.; Megan, Larissa; William, Richard Z.; Danielle S.; David S.; Gail and Bob C.; Shirley S.; St. Mark,
Minisink Hills.
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God of community, you call us together as your people for mutual support and to witness to your love in

the world. Make your presence known among those unable to attend worship today. Merciful God, receive
our prayer.

God of eternal life, you have prepared dwelling places for your people, so that we are never separated

from you. We give you thanks for the faithful departed who witnessed to your mighty acts in word and
deed. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all the world,
through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.
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THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
SPECIAL MUSIC: “We Have Seen the Risen Lord,” Stan Pethel, sung by Faith -|-
Lutheran Choir. ’ :
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DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
Lift up your hearts.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

And also with you.
We lift them to the Lord.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
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OFFERING PRAYER

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a table
before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with
the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you
love. In the name of Jesus, Amen.
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PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus
Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has
destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and
Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and
with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
Great Thanksgiving
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness
endures from age to age. Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for
saving the earth from the waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely
through the sea. Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of
milk and honey. Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. Praise to
you for the death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all
nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying:
13



Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup 1s the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup, we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim
the mystery of faith:
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Christ has died. Christ is ris-en. Christ will come, come a - gain.

O God of resurrection and new life:

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast.
Grace our table with your presence.

Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the
world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.

Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and
moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.
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LAMB OF GOD
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Text and Music: Marty Haugen: © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc.

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.

COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.
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SONG AFTER COMMUNION
Praise to You, O God of Mercy
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all things
new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your
healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

BLESSING
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5 Christ is alive! Ascended Lord—
He mules the world his Father made,
Till, in the end, his love adored
Shall be to all on earth displayed.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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May 3rd, 2026 — Fifth Sunday of Easter

Prelude:

Alleluia Sing to Jesus, Lani Smith. © 2004 Lorenz Publishing Company, a division of The Lorenz Corporation (Admin. by Music Services). #1022799.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights reserved.

Sing a New Song, Edward Broughton. © 1991 Lorenz Publishing Company, a division of The Lorenz Corporation (Amin. By Music Services).
#1030775. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved.

Gathering Song:
Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen, Brokering, David N. Johnson. © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. #51935. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-
726919. All rights reserved.

Hymn of the Day:
Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks, Text: Donald Fishel, b. 1950, Tune: Donald Fishel, b. 1950; arr. Betty Pulkingham, b. 1928. © 1973 Word of God
Music, admin. The Copyright Co. #70406. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved.

Special Music:
We Have Seen the Risen Lord, Stan Pethel. #196194. © 1995 Hope Publishing Company. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-
726919. All rights reserved.

Offering Song:
We Are An Offering, Dwight Liles. © 1984 Word Music, LLC. #16220. CCLI License #20635975 and Streaming License #20635982.

Sending Hymn:
Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing, Brian A. Wren. © 1975 Hope Publishing Company. #00268. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-
726919. All rights reserved.

Postlude:
Chorale Postlude “Eins ist Not, ach Herr,” J. S. Bach, Ellen Jane Lorenz. © 1975 Lorenz Publishing Company, a division of The Lorenz Corporation
(Admin. by Music Services). #1013897. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights reserved.

Service Music:
Kyrie, Avon Gillespie. © Avon Gillespie, 1987, GIA Publications, Inc. #94856. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights
reserved.

Now the Feast and Celebration: Now the Feast, Marty Haugen. © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. #01108. Reprinted with permission under ONE
LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved.

Now the Feast and Celebration: Gospel Verse, Marty Haugen. © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. #01111. Reprinted with permission under ONE
LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved.

Now the Feast and Celebration: Holy, Marty Haugen. © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. #G3488H. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #
A-726919. All rights reserved.

Now the Feast and Celebration: Eucharistic Acclamation, Marty Haugen. © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. #01114. Reprinted with permission under
ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved.

Now the Feast and Celebration: Lamb of God, Marty Haugen. © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. #01116. Reprinted with permission under ONE
LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved.

Now the Feast and Celebration: Thanks Be To You, Marty Haugen. © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. #01117. Reprinted with permission under ONE
LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved.
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Sunday, May 3, 2026, Fifth Sunday of Easter
Overview

The words of today’s gospel are most often heard during a funeral service. It is a
popular choice of scripture for that occasion because the words provide wonderful
assurance that the one who has died in Christ has now taken up residence in their
heavenly home. The gospel begins by Jesus saying that he will prepare a place for
each one of us. But as the text continues, we can see that our place is not an isolated
room of our own in a giant heavenly mansion. Jesus’ words are less about a place
than a relationship: our relationship with Jesus and God the Father. They tell us
that in Jesus we know all we need to know about God, and just as we can have a
relationship with another human person, we can also have a relationship with God
that will one day be as real and obvious as are our relationships with one another.
The hope of one day being with Christ fully and forever is as real as the works we
are called to do in his name today.

This text allows us the opportunity to contemplate what is ultimately unknown yet
is also a central part of our faith: what heaven will be like.
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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

20th Annual Faith Fair

Saturday, August 8
9 a.m, - 3 pomo

Food and baked goods will be available for purchase. We will
NOT be accepting flea market items; however, we do welcome
donations of the following types:

= Gently Used Purses and Jewelry

» Gently Used Books

» Gently Used Baskets (to be used for raffle baskets)
» Raffle Baskets (filled or unfilled)

* New themed items (to fill raffle baskets)

= BINGO Prizes (new, small items)

Of course, the Fair won't be a success without volunteers! There will be sign-
up sheets available. We will need help manning these tables. And, of
course, we will need people to help as Ambassadors to spread the word
about Faith Lutheran as well as help with set-up and clean-up.

For more information:
Sara Cornell — 570-472-5560

or email: saracornell10@gmail.com
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