Third Sunday in Lent

March 8, 2026
WELCOME!

If you are a visitor, please sign the guest book in the narthex. If you are seeking
a church home, we joyfully invite you to join with us; please speak to me, Pastor
Jami Possinger.

Holy Communion is open to all baptized believers who trust that the Lord is
present for them in His Supper.

Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices to fully enter into this
time of worship.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Faith Fellowship Team: Our mission is encouraging interaction, building relationships,
and creating a sense of belonging within the congregation and with the local
community. If you're interested in becoming part of the Faith Fellowship Team, please
contact Sara Cornell at 570-472-5560 or at saracornell10@gmail.com.

Faith Cookbook: Recipes can be for appetizers, soups and salads, main courses, side
dishes, casseroles and desserts. Please submit your recipe to Sara Cornell or Barbara
Laughlin. Include your name with your recipe.

Altar Service Signup: Volunteers are needed to set-up, bake bread, and clean up after
communion. Please email Jan Frantz at Boris_fan@yahoo.com to help.

Bulletin Sponsors and Flower Donations: Sign-up sheets for 2026 are on the table in
the foyer entrance of the church. In-house bulletin for $10 and $10 towards silk flowers,
or you may bring your own fresh flowers. Please complete the requisition form with
your dedication note.

MEETINGS/EVENTS
AA Meetings: Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday at 12 p.m.

American Red Cross Blood Drive: March 11, 2026, 1 p.m.-6 p.m. Please call 800-733-
2767 to pre-register.

Bible Study: Sundays, 7:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Studying Joshua.
Bible Study: Wednesdays, 11 a.m. to Noon with Pastor Jami.

Lenten Study with Soup Supper: Our six-week sessions begin Wednesday, February 25,
2026, at 6:30 p.m. A sign-up sheet is in the back of the church along with one to
volunteer to bring soup and bread to share. Hope you can join us.

Choir Rehearsals: Sundays, 8:30 a.m. in the sanctuary.

Easter Egg Hunt: Saturday, April 4, 2026, from 11-2. A light lunch will be provided. Pre-
registration is required by March 30. A sign-up sheet is in the back of the church.

Faith Library: Please see one of the “Little Librarians” or Sara Cornell with any donations
or questions.

Faith Book Club: We are reading, “The Address,” by Fiona Davis. Discussion will take place at
Murphy’s Loft on March 29, 2026, following the Palm Sunday service.

Faithful Community Quilters: Second Monday of the month, 10 a.m. =3 p.m.

Free Community Lunch: First Tuesday of each month. (April 7) 11 a.m. =1 p.m. Five Loaf
House, 133 Firehouse Road, Pocono Pines.

Pastor Jami Possinger has weekly office hours. Confidential email:
pastor@faithlutheranblakeslee.org or private cell phone: 610-216-9951
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In today’s gospel the Samaritan woman asks Jesus for water, an image of our thirst for God. Jesus offers
living water, a sign of God’s grace flowing from the waters of baptism. The early church used this gospel
and those of the next two Sundays to deepen baptismal reflection during the final days of preparation
before baptism at Easter. As we journey to the resurrection feast, Christ comes among us in word, bath,
and meal—offering us the life-giving water of God’s mercy and forgiveness.

PRELUDE “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”

Please rise as you are able.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures
forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all offenses.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: Gracious God, have
mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: Gracious God, have mercy
on us according to your steadfast love.

For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work of the Spirit:
Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for disdaining the living water
Christ offers: Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of your healing and
hope in the world: Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding Christ’s call to
come forth to life: Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free gift of God,

you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your
sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead dwells in you,
pours God’s love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace. Amen.
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Enduring Presence, goal and guide, you go before and await our coming. Only our thirst
compels us beyond complaint to conversation, beyond rejection to relationship. Pour your love
into our hearts, that, refreshed and renewed, we may invite others to the living water given to
us in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.

FIRST READING: Exodus 17:1-7

Because the thirsty Israelites quarreled with Moses and put God to the test, Moses cried out in desperation to
God. God commanded Moses to strike the rock to provide water for the people. The doubt-filled question—
“Is the LORD among us or not? "—received a very positive answer.

'From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as
the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to
drink. > The people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to
them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?”” * But the people thirsted
there for water, and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out
of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?”” ¢+ So Moses cried out to the
LoRrD, “What shall I do for this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” s The LORD said
to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in
your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile and go. ¢I will be standing there in front of
you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may
drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. He called the place Massah and
Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among us
or not?”

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
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SECOND READING: Romans 5:1-11

Though we often hear that God helps those who help themselves, here Paul tells us that through Jesus’ death
God helps utterly helpless sinners. Since we who had been enemies are reconciled to God in the cross, we
now live in hope for our final salvation.

!'Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
2 through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand, and we boast in our
hope of sharing the glory of God. * And not only that, but we also boast in our afflictions,
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knowing that affliction produces endurance, * and endurance produces character, and character
produces hope, ° and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into
our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Indeed, rarely
will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might
actually dare to die. 3 But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ
died for us. * Much more surely, therefore, since we have now been justified by his blood, will
we be saved through him from the wrath of God. '°For if while we were enemies we were
reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much more surely, having been reconciled,
will we be saved by his life. ' But more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to John 4:5-42
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus defies convention to engage a Samaritan woman in conversation. Her testimony, in turn, leads many
others to faith.

> [Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given
to his son Joseph.® Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by
the well. It was about noon.

7 A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 3 (His
disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) * The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that
you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common
with Samaritans.) '° Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that is
saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,” you would have asked him, and he would have given you
living water.” ! The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where
do you get that living water? !> Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well
and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” '3 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of
this water will be thirsty again, '*but those who drink of the water that I will give them will
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never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up
to eternal life.” ' The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be
thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.”

16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” !” The woman answered him, I
have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband,’!® for you
have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is
true!” ! The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 2 Our ancestors worshiped
on this mountain, but you say that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.”
21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 2 You worship what you do not know; we worship
what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 2* But the hour is coming and is now here when
the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these
to worship him. ?* God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.”
2> The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he
comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” ¢ Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is speaking
to you.”

27 Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but
no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with her?” ?® Then the woman
left her water jar and went back to the city. She said to the people, 2° “Come and see a man who
told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” 3° They left the city
and were on their way to him.

31 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” 32 But he said to them, “I
have food to eat that you do not know about.” 3 So the disciples said to one another, “Surely
no one has brought him something to eat?” 3* Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of
him who sent me and to complete his work. ** Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes
the harvest’? But I tell you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting.
3¢ The reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and
reaper may rejoice together. ¥’ For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’
381 sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered
into their labor.”

39 Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told
me everything I have ever done.” *° So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to
stay with them, and he stayed there two days. *! And many more believed because of his word.
*2 They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we
have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S TIME
SERMON




HYMN OF THE DAY
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APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world and its

needs.
A brief'silence.

O God, when suffering arises, preserve your church. Give to pastors, deacons, bishops, and all
servants of your gospel the endurance that produces character and the hope that will never
disappoint. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

When the waters run dry, sustain this earth. Send water to places languishing with drought, and
bring relief to places damaged by floods. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

When quarrels ensue, soften our hearts. Quell hostilities between nations and peoples, and
reconcile all humans across the lines of race, class, nationality, moral conviction, religion, and
all else that divides or oppresses. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

When your people thirst, satisfy their needs. Send water and food to all who need nourishment.
Grant welcome to all who are excluded. Show your mercy to any in need. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
PRAYER LIST

Tom M; Valerie M.; Pastor Michael Ryan,; Jill A.; Nancy M.; Phyllis & Jim N.; Shirley S.; Jim H.; Jenn &
Rachel; Bob & Gail C.; Martha E.; Mya; Mary D.; Nicky S.; Leon P.; Homer A.,; Judi C.; James K. & Family,
Kathleen A.; Tom S.; Larissa; Barbara & David L, Joyce K.; Tammy H.; Mike & Peg,; Eric L; Dick M.; Don
C.; David S.; Phil A; Eric, Pat, & Brian R.; Michael K.; Sue E.; Tracy N.; Megan; Holy Trinity, Dingmans
Ferry.

When we gather to worship, send us your Spirit. Renew our hearts through the joyful noise we
make and bless the work of our church musicians and musical ensembles. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

O God, when death draws near, we rejoice in the promise of life with you. We remember all
who have entered eternal rest, and we pray that you bring us the hope of sharing in your glory.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
Amen.

THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

Teepin
OFFERTORY MUSIC: “Beach Spring,” Charles Callahan, atoly Lent

played by Molly Finkbiner
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OFFERING PRAYER

O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send rain and
sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw
us into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in
Jesus’ name. Amen.
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DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise.
PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to
cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we
may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from
age to age. Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for saving the earth from
the waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. Praise to you
for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey. Praise to you for the
words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave
it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup, we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim the
mystery of faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
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Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life:

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast.

Grace our table with your presence.

Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.

Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon
and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.
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LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.

who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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mer-¢y on us Lamb of God, you take a - way the

sin of the world;
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us peace, grant us peace.
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The body of Christ, given for you.

COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, reconciles us to you,
and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s
body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Lord. Amen.
BLESSING
SENDING HYMN LBW 343
Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer
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I Guide me ev - er, great Re - deem-er, pil - grim through this
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bar - ren land. I am weak, but you are might-y; hold me with your
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fears sub - side; death of death and hell’s de - struc-tion, land me safe on
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pow’r-ful  hand. Bread of heav - ¢n, bread of hcav - ¢n,
jour - ney through.  Strong de - liv - ’rer, strong de - liv - ’rer,
Ca - naan’s side. Songs  and prais - es, songs  and prais - es,
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feed me now and ev - er-more, feed me now and €V - er-more.
shicld me with your might-y arm, shicld me with your might-y arm.
I will raise for - ev - er-more, [ will raise for - ev - er-more.
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Go in peace. Believe the good news. Thanks be to God.
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March 8™, 2026 — Third Sunday in Lent

Prelude:

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing, Joel Raney. © 2008 Hope Publishing Company. #106118. Reprinted with permission under
ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights reserved.

Gathering Hymn:
Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty, Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672-1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1829-1878, alt., Tune: Joachim
Neander, 1650-1680. © Public Domain.

Psalm:
Psalm 95C, Thomas Ravenscroft. © Public Domain.

Hymn of the Day:
Crashing Waters at Creation, Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993, attr. Christian F. Witt, 1660-1716; adapt. Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805-
1876. © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved.

Offertory Music:
Beach Spring, Charles Callahan. © 2006 Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a division of MorningStar Publishers. #10-597.7.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved.

Offering Song:
Create in Me a Clean Heart, anonymous. © 1986 Maranatha! Music, admin. The Copyright Company.

Sending Hymn:
Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer, William Williams, John Hughes. #5756. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-
726919. All rights reserved.

Postlude:
Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer, Anne Krentz Organ. © 2001 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE
#A-726919. All rights reserved.

Service Music:
Now the Feast and Celebration: Kyrie, Marty Haugen. © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. #01107. Reprinted with permission under ONE
LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved.

Evangelical Lutheran Worship Setting 10: We Are Turning, Lord, to Hear You, Holy, Holy, Holy, Amen. © 2011 Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America, Augsburg Fortress.

Create in Me a Clean Heart, Mary Rice Hopkins. © 1989 Universal Music — Brentwood Benson Publishing (Admin. by Brentwood-
Benson Music Publishing, Inc.). Big Steps 4 U (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.). #106855. CCLI License #20635975 and Streaming
License #20635982.

Lamb of God, Setting 5, With One Voice. © 1995 Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-
726919. All rights reserved.
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