
 

EASTER 

 
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 

PO Box 228 Blakeslee, PA 18610 
570-646-0309 

faithoffice@faithlutheranblakeslee.org 
 

Website: faithlutheranblakeslee.org 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/Faith-Lutheran-Church-Blakeslee-
PA-1721550018126312 

 
 

Rev. Debra North, Pastor 
Ms. Molly Finkbiner, Director of Music 

Ms. Maritza Oquendo, Parish Secretary 
 

Second Sunday of Easter 

Sunday, April 11, 2021 

© FLC Blakeslee, PA 

mailto:faithoffice@faithlutheranblakeslee.org


2 

 
PRELUDE 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
(Please stand as you are able.) 

 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who 

gave us birth, our light and our salvation. Amen. 

 
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift 

of baptism.  

 
We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, 

leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. We bless you, risen Christ, 
that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, like rains 

to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, like cups of cool 
water shared with strangers. Breathe your peace on your church when we 

hide in fear. Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. Send us 
companions on our journey as we share your life. Make us one, risen 

Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. To you be given all praise, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
 

THE INVOCATION 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen! Alleluia! 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 
 

KYRIE 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation,  
let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,  
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.  

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,  
let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen.  
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.   
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the grace 
of Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we 

say and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
(You may be seated) 

 
FIRST LESSON  

The first lesson is found in Acts 4:32-35.  

32Now the whole group of those who believed were of 
one heart and soul, and no one claimed private 

ownership of any possessions, but everything they 
owned was held in common. 33With great power the 

apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34There 

was not a needy person among them, for as many as 
owned lands or houses sold them and brought the 

proceeds of what was sold. 35They laid it at the apostles’ 

feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 
 

Word of God word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

PSALM 133    (Read responsively.) 

1How good and how pleasant it is, 

  when kindred live together in unity! 
 2It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down up on the beard, 

  upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar of his robe.  
 3It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion. 

  For there the Lord has commanded the blessing: life forevermore.  
 

SECOND LESSON 

The second lesson is found in 1 John 1:1--2:2 

1We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we 

have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, 
concerning the word of life—2this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify 

to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed 
to us—3we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have 

fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son 
Jesus Christ. 4We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 

  5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is 

light and in him there is no darkness at all. 
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 6If we say that we have fellowship with him while we 

are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is 
true; 7but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the 

light, we have fellowship with one another, and the 

blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we 
say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us.  

 9If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will 

forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 10If we say that we have not sinned, 
we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

 
 2:1My little children, I am writing these things to you 

so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we 
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 

righteous; 2and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, 

and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 

Word of God word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     (Please stand as you are able.) 

Alleluia. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to 
believe. Alleluia. (John 20:29) 

 
GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel according to John 20:19-31 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 

and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he 
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the 

Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so 
I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 

“Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if 
you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

 
  24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them 

when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But 
he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger 

in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

  26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace 

be with you.” 

Reverse 911  

1 John 1:9 

9If we confess 

our sins, he who is 

faithful and just 

will forgive us 

our sins and 

cleanse us from 

all 

unrighteousness. 
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 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see 

my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do 
not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord 

and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed 
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have 

not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
 

  30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his 
disciples, which are not written in this book. 31But these 

are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is 
the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing 

you may have life in his name.  
 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  

 
MESSAGE  (You may be seated.) 

 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY (spoken) – “O Sons and Daughters of the King”  
(Please stand as you are able.)      - LBW 139 

 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
4 That night the apostles met in fear; 

 among them came their master dear, 
 and said, “My peace be with you here.” 

 
5 When Thomas first the tidings heard, 

 that they had seen the risen Lord, 

 he doubted the disciples’ word. 
 

6 “My pierced side, O Thomas, see, 
 and look upon my hands, my feet; 

 not faithless, but believing be.” 
 

7 No longer Thomas then denied; 
 he saw the feet, the hands, the side; 

 “You are my Lord and God!” he cried. 
 

8 How blest are they who have not seen, 
 and yet whose faith has constant been, 

 for they eternal life shall win. 
 

 Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 
Text: attr. Jean Tisserand, d. 1494; tr. John M. Neale, 1818-1866, alt. 
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THE NICENE CREED (Epiphany, Baptism of our Lord, Transfiguration) 

 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 

God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all 
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary  and became truly 
human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 

death and was buried.  
 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 

have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before 
God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. A brief silence. 

You shower your church with grace, O God. Unite the whole church on earth, so 

that with one heart it testifies to the resurrection of Jesus Christ with power and 
love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 
You proclaim the blessing of life forevermore. Like dew upon the mountains, refresh 

your creation. Restore waters, cleanse the air, and provide revitalizing moisture to 
parched land. Give your whole creation the promise of new life.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

You direct the nations, O God. Guide all in authority, that they shepherd their 
peoples in the ways of your love. Defeat in us our impulse to war. Bestow the peace 

of Christ upon those in authority and breathe upon them the Holy Spirit.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 
You place within the heart of the church a spirit of sharing. Give us the power of 

your generous Spirit, that we provide for the needs of others. Announce your peace 

to those who are lonely, hurting, suffering, or afraid.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
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You give us fellowship with one another in this faith community. Shine the light of 

the risen Christ in our life together, so that we live in love for one another, and our 
joy may be complete. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 
PRAYER LIST 

Eliza, Judy H., Mya, Anneliese, Gertrude, Tim, Pr. Debby, Eddie, Cheryl, Carol, 
Bruce, Denis, Megan, Gertrude, George, Mike, Jennifer, Sue, Tina, Alex, Donna, 

Ginger, Karen, Janet, Rachel, Jenn, Ginger, R.C., Richard, Forrest, Roy, Jeanine, 
Leslie, Cory, Shirley, Deb, Kathy, Tom, Glen, Margery, Lillian K., Bruce and 

Members of the armed services, the congregation of Faith of Blakeslee. 
 

You share the gift of eternal life. In thanksgiving and remembrance, we recall the 

lives and gifts of those who now live in endless joy. Unite us with them in 
resurrection hope. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.  

 
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your 

never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

PEACE 
The Peace of Christ be with you always.   And also with you.   

 
(Please share Christ peace in social and acceptable ways.) 

 
 

OFFERING 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in 

need.  The gifts are brought forward.  

 
(If you would like please take a couple of moments and prepare your communion 

elements by lifting both films back halfway or however comfortable.) 
 

OFFERING PRAYER  (Please remain standing as you are able.) 
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 

Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in 
service to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus 

Christ. Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the 

paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of 
your grace. 

 
Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world you gave 

your only Son, that all those who believe in him should not perish, but have eternal 

life. We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus 
Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our Lord 

with a living faith as he comes to us in his holy supper. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given 

for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

(Finish removing the thin film covering the wafer.)  
“This is the body of Christ…. Given for you.”    

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup and he blessed it.  Then he gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

(Finish pealing back the second covering until you can drink the juice.) 
“The blood of Christ… Shed for you.”    

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 
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COMMUNION BLESSING  

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His 
grace and peace.  Amen. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy 
the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may 

bring joy to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
BLESSING 

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen 

Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 

forever. Amen.   (You may be seated) 

 

 
SENDING HYMN: (spoken) “The Risen Christ” - ELW 390 

 
1 The risen Christ, who walks on wounded feet 

from garden tomb through darkened city street, 
unlocks the door of grief, despair, and fear, 

and speaks a word of peace to all who hear. 
 

2 The risen Christ, who stands with wounded side, 
breathes out his Spirit on them to abide 

whose faith still wavers, who dare not believe; 
new grace, new strength, new purpose they receive. 

 
3 The risen Christ, who breaks with wounded hand 

the bread for those who fail to understand, 

reveals himself, despite their ling'ring tears, 
enflames their hearts, then quickly disappears. 

 
4 May we, Christ's body, walk and serve and stand 

with those oppressed in this and every land, 
till all are blessed and can a blessing be, 

restored in Christ to true humanity. 
 
Text: Nigel Weaver, b. 1952.  

Text © 1993 Nigel Weaver.  

 

 
DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God. 
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   Sunday, April 11, 2021  

 

Scripture Reading: John 20:19-31 
 

Be at peace, not in pieces.   
 

 
 

 week ago was Easter Sunday, and we celebrated the risen Lord. In 

today’s reading, we often focus on the doubts of Thomas, the disciple. But 

I want you to notice something else. Three times in this passage, Jesus says to 

the disciples, “Peace be with you,” (vv. 19, 21, 26).  

 The disciples were in hiding. “The doors of the house … were locked for fear 

of the Jews” (v. 19). A week later, the doors were again shut, and Jesus 

suddenly shows up and says, “Peace be with you.” Elsewhere in the gospels, 

we read that “they were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing 

a ghost” (Luke 24:37).  

 The disciples were like little children. Have you ever watched children 

without their parents? They get nervous. Sometimes, if a babysitter arrives, 

some children begin fussing and crying. They do not want their parents to leave 

them. Sometimes, the children, when bereft of parents for a few hours or a few 

days, become home-sick, lonesome, sad and depressed. They worry about what 

they will do without them, or if they will ever see them again. 

 The disciples were facing a bleak future. They were like children without 

their parents. And we, too, have faced adversity in our lifetime on many 

occasions, and especially in the past year.  

 But into our rooms, and into our hearts, sometimes locked up in fear and 

distress, the Lord suddenly appears and says, “Peace be with you.”  

 This is a wonderful word of comfort. Jesus greets us with peace. He 

commands peace to be “with us.” It’s as though he thinks of peace as a friend 

who lives with us, has taken a room with us and goes with us wherever we go.  

 Is peace “with you”? —Timothy Merrill 

 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, you broke the bonds of death. You are risen and alive! And now, you 

give us peace. Help me to enjoy the blessings of my new “friend,” peace. Amen.  

A 
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 Activity Page 

Week of April 11, 2021 
 

 
Daily Bible Readings   
Sunday: Luke 4-6  
Monday: Joshua 4-6 
Tuesday: Joshua 7-9 
Wednesday: Joshua 10-12 
Thursday: Joshua 13-15 
Friday: Joshua 16-18 
Saturday: Psalms 34-36 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 S E T S A I S E L C C E D H T  

 O E J D R I N Y G L E I N A D  

 N J O S E E S T H E R G A I M  

 G E S E E U B A H O S E A D U  

 O R H Z S L T M I J O N I A H  

 F E U E O E C E U A A E H B A  

 S M A K M V H I R N H S C O N  

 O I C I A I H A N O J I A A R  

 L A M E N T A T I O N S L R U  

 O H H L N I G H B N R O A Z T  

 M I A Z E C H A R I A H M E H  

 O D C G K U K K A B A H C Y O  

 N K I N G S B R E V O R P R T  

 K V M P S A L M S U D O X E U  

 J U D G E S I S A M U E L U Z  

Verse to Remember 

“But it is for you, O LORD, that I wait; it is you, 

O LORD my God, who will answer.” 

—Psalm 38:15 

OLD TESTAMENT  

BOOKS 
 

Use the Table of 

Contents in the 

front of your 

Bible to find a list 

of the books in 

the Old 

Testament. Then, 

locate them in 

the box to the 

left by searching 

horizontally, 

vertically, 

diagonally, 

forward or 

backward. 

Numbered books, 

such as 1 KINGS, 

appear only once 

without their 

numbers. 
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