November 13, 2022

Welcome!

We are glad to have you join us
in the worship of Our Lord.
Please sign the guest book at
the back of the sanctuary.

Mask wearing is optional if
you are fully vaccinated.

Today’s Altar Servers

Clergy:............ Rev. Dennis Moore
Greeters/Ushers:......Janice Neagle
=T (0] G John Lyman
MUSIC: ....ccoveveee. Molly Finkbiner

Faith Lutheran Church
550 Rt. 940 PO Box 228
Blakeslee, PA 18610
Office 570-646-0309

Email:
faithoffice@faithlutheranblakeslee.org

Website:

www.faithlutheranblakeslee.org

Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/Faith-
Lutheran-Church-Blakeslee-PA-
1721550018126312

Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Bulletin: Sponsored by Paul and Janet Frantz. “God bless our
grandchildren!”

Prayer List Request: We will be updating the list this week. Please
review the people on your prayer list and let us know how they are doing.

Christmas Eve Poinsettias: $10 each. Request forms are at the back of
the church. Deadline to order is Friday, November 25, 2022.

MEETINGS
AA Meeting: Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday at 12 p.m.
Choir rehearsals: Sunday mornings, 8:30 a.m.
Instrument rehearsal and Sunday School: Wednesdays, 5 p.m.

Christmas Eve Chime Choir Rehearsal: Wednesdays, 6:00 -6:30 p.m.
November 9, 16™, 23", 30", December 7, 14", & 21%.

Faithful Community Quilters: Second Monday of the month, 10 a.m.
-3 p.m.
Bible Study: Each Sunday, 7:30 a.m. in the Community Room.

American Red Cross Blood Drive, Wednesday, November 23, 2022,
1 p.m. to 6 p.m. Please call 1-800-733-2767 to pre-register.

Soup Supper Advent Study: Beginning Wednesday, November 30,
2022, at 6 p.m. in the Community Room. The sign-up sheet is at the back
of the church.

Sunday School Advent Program/Congregational Dinner: December
11, 2022, at 5 p.m. Sign-up sheet is in the back of the church.

Pastor Kuritz has weekly office hours: hours are posted on the white
boards at the back of the church or to contact him, use his private email:
pastor@faithlutheranblakeslee.org

Bulletin Sponsors and Flower Donations: A new sign-up sheet for
2023 is located on the table in the foyer entrance of the church. In-house
bulletin for $10 and $20 towards silk flowers or you may bring your own
fresh flowers.

Usher and Lector Volunteers needed, contact Jacquie Halko. Please
call (570) 646-3922 or email at jacquie5444@yahoo.com.
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The end is near. There is no doubt about it. The warnings are dire. The tone of today’s
texts is ominous. But the baptized know how to live in the meantime. The baptized are
strengthened for the living of these days in word and sacrament. The baptized rally around
the invitation of the apostle: “Do not be weary in doing what is right.”

PRELUDES: “ASSURANCE”; “CLOSER WALK”

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God, who redeems us in Christ Jesus, whose
steadfast love endures forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you and our
neighbors. We have ignored voices that call for your justice. We have neglected
actions that witness to your righteousness. We have spoken and acted in ways
that disrupt your beloved community. We truly repent of things we have done
and left undone. For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Restore our
troubled spirits, so that we may live in newness, follow the way of the Spirit and
build up the body of Christ. Amen.

Rejoice and be glad! God hears the prayers of all who cry out and restores us to life
through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Therefore, | declare to you the
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.




GATHERING HYMN:  “When Peace, Like a River”

When Peace, like a River
It Is Well with My Soul
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It is  well with my soul, it is well, it is well with my soul.
It is  well with my soul,
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Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888
Music: VILLE DU HAVRE, Philip P. Bliss, 1838-1876

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is strong, nothing
is holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler and guide, we may
live through what is temporary without losing what is eternal, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



FIRST LESSON: Malachi 4:1-2a

See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant
and all evildoers will be stubble; the day that comes shall burn
them up, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them neither
root nor branch. But for you who revere my name the sun of
righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God!

PSALM 98

Sing a new song to the LoRrD, who has done marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory.

O LoRbD, you have made known your victory,
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations.

You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.

Shout with joy to the LoRbD, all you lands;
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.

Sing to the LoRD with the harp,
with the harp and the voice of song. %

With trumpets and the sound of the horn {%ﬁ
shout with joy before the king, the LORD.

Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, —EEL{
the world and those who dwell therein.

Let the rivers clap their hands,

and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to judge the
earth.

The LorD will judge the world with righteousness
and the peoples with equity.

SECOND READING: 2 THESSALONIANS 3:6-13

Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away
from believers who are living in idleness and not according to the tradition that they
received from us. For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were
not idle when we were with you, and we did not eat anyone’s bread without paying
for it; but with toil and labor we worked night and day, so that we might not burden
any of you. This was not because we do not have that right, but in order to give you
an example to imitate. For even when we were with you, we gave you this command:
Anyone unwilling to work should not eat. For we hear that some of you are living in
idleness, mere busybodies, not doing any work. Now such persons we command and
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exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living.
Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God!

VERSE / GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Alleluia”

(Please stand as you are able)
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GOSPEL: LUKE 21:5-19

The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 21% Chapter. \ v(/ /,/4 /
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U Glo - 1I~y to you, I0 Lord. s

When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful
stones and gifts dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, “As for these things that you see, the
days will come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown
down.”

They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is
about to take place?”” And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray; for many will
come in my name and say, ‘I am he!” and, ‘The time is near!” Do not go after them.

“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must
take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” Then he said to them,
“Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be great



earthquakes, and in various places famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful
portents and great signs from heaven.

“But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand
you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and
governors because of my name. This will give you an opportunity to testify. So make
up your minds not to prepare your defense in advance; for | will give you words and
a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. You
will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by relatives and friends; and they will
put some of you to death. You will be hated by all because of my name. But not a
hair of your head will perish. By your endurance you will gain your souls.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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C] Praise to you, O Christ.
(Please be seated)
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON

(Please stand as you are able after the sermon.)
HYMN OF THE DAY: “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” LBW 230

APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
United with your saints across time and place, we pray for our shared world.

A brief silence.

Reviving God, keep your church active in its mission and ministry. Encourage
bishops, deacons, pastors, and lay leaders to risk boldly in their proclamation and
fill them with wisdom and endurance for challenging times. Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

Renewing God, as the northern hemisphere prepares for winter, make us mindful of
the ordered beauty of your creation. Teach us to treasure cycles of rest and new life.
Help us care for what you have made. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Loving God, accompany all who make sacrifices for the sake of others. Safeguard
first responders and active-duty military personnel. Grant peace to veterans and heal
any wounds in body, mind, or spirit. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Healing God, your people cry out to you. Sustain doctors, nurses, and hospital
personnel in their tireless work. Uphold mental health professionals and those in
their care. May the sun of righteousness rise on all who are sick. Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

PRAYER LIST

Megan; Jim; Jeanine; Tom and Valerie M.; Daniel; Marge M.; Jenn; Lorraine; Rachel; Jeffery
H.; Mya; Matthew B.; Carol K.; Joe M.; Roberta and Tony R.; Eric L.; Cleo; Deb H.; Joseph F.;
John K.; Rev. Rick Chavez, Larissa, Drew D., Peter S.

Uniting God, unite this assembly in its shared mission and ministry for the sake of
the gospel. Highlight ways we can better work together and give us patience to work
through disagreement. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Consoling God, abide with all who grieve for loved ones who have died. Comfort
us with the promise of resurrection and new life with you. Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

Accept these prayers, gracious God, and those known only to you; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord. Amen.

THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
(Please share Christ’s peace in social and acceptable ways.)
(Please be seated)
OFFERING MUSIC: “Spirit Blow Through Me,” Robert

Mott, Steve Eller, Tom lvory offered by Pastor Moore,
Rick Halko, Molly Finkbiner




(Please stand as you are able)

We Are an Offering
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OFFERING PRAYER

Blessed are you, Maker of all things. As you have entrusted us with all that you
have created, now gather our gifts, nourish us with this sacrament, and send us to
those who hunger and thirst, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. It is right to give him thanks and
praise.

PREFACE

Itis indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks
and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ, our Lord; who on this day
overcame death and the grave, and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way
of everlasting life. And so, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is
the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so
that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. We give you
thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish
all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes. Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving
passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his
coming again, we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as
we are able; we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with
your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of
bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ may
be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may
be formed to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance with all your
saints.
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To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy

church, now and forever. Amen.

77&7)1 e 1
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ spreads a table before you. Gather here with all the saints.

LAMB OF GOD
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
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“The body of Christ.... Given for you.” “The blood of Christ.... Shed for

b

you.
(After all have communed—please stand as you are able)

COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

We give you thanks, most gracious God, that you have fed us with the bread of
heaven and given us a foretaste of Paradise. Enliven us to be your body in the world
and to serve those who are in need; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE
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The God of peace, who creates all things and calls them good, who makes us alive

in Jesus, and who breathes on us the Spirit of hope, *F bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN: “How Firm a Foundation” LBW 507
DISMISSAL.:
Go in peace. Be a blessing in the world. Thanks be to God. g g
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When Peace, Like a River, Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888, Tune: Philip P. Bliss, 1838-1876. ©
Public Domain.

Hymn of the Day:
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The Call of the Trumpets, Franklin Ritter. © Lorenz Publishing Company. #122529. Reprinted with
permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights reserved.
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726919. All rights reserved.
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Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights
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From Life to Death and Death to Life

In our baptisms we move spiritually from death to life. We are reminded of this in
the words from the service of Holy Baptism: “In baptism our gracious heavenly
Father frees us from sin and death by joining us to the death and resurrection of our
Lord Jesus Christ” (Evangelical Lutheran Worship, 227). We begin in death, and
grace raises us to life. Still, we tend to focus on the spiritual nature of this change or
transformation.

It is easy to forget that by the very nature of that baptism, we can in an instant move
physically from life to death for the sake of the life we are gifted with in baptism.
We hear the words of promise and trust in the gifts and blessings of baptism, but
overlook the accompanying responsibility. Like a teenager with a brand new driver’s
license we relish our newfound freedom and may forget all those other drivers on
the road whose safety depends upon the new driver.

The new life we receive in baptism is a life that is lived to God each day. On any
given day we may be called upon to renounce, in some way, the God we serve and
love. On any given day, we may be called upon to stand up for life—or for a life, or
for our own life—or for someone’s freedom or safety, or for love, perhaps even
under threat of death. Many around the world live that kind of life every day for the
sake of the gospel. Jesus encouraged disciples to always be ready for the tests and
trials that will somehow surely come. As we grow in the obedience, courage,
patience, and love we need to keep the faith in difficult times.
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