
 

 
August 17, 2025 

WELCOME! 

If you are a visitor, please sign the guest book in the narthex. If you are seeking a church home, we 

joyfully invite you to join with us; please speak to me, Pastor Jami Possinger. 

Holy Communion is open to all baptized believers who trust that the Lord is present for them in His 

Supper. 

Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices to fully enter into this time of worship. 

Faith Lutheran Church 
550 Rt. 940 │ PO Box 228 

Blakeslee, PA 18610 

Office 570-646-0309 

 

Email: faithoffice@faithlutheranblakeslee.org Website: faithlutheranblakeslee.org 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Faith-Lutheran-Church-Blakeslee-PA-1721550018126312 

Minister: .................................................................................................................... Rev. Dennis Moore 

Lector ..................................................................................................................................... Mike Gillis 

Greeters/Ushers: ................................................................................................................ Ben Mroz, III 

Communion Asst./Clean up: ............................................................................... Jan Frantz/Peggy Rapp 

Music: ............................................................................................................................ Molly Finkbiner 

mailto:faithoffice@faithlutheranblakeslee.org
https://www.facebook.com/Faith-Lutheran-Church-Blakeslee-PA-1721550018126312
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Backpack Blessing: On Sunday, August 24, we will have a backpack blessing for all children 
returning to school. 

Flowers and Bulletins: donated by Phil and Ruth Newlander in celebration of Arianna’s 
birthday and Khori and Jessica’s anniversary! 

Faith Fellowship Team: Our mission is encouraging interaction, building relationships, and 
creating a sense of belonging within the congregation and with the local community. If you’re 
interested in becoming part of the Faith Fellowship Team, please contact Sara Cornell at 570-
472-5560 or at saracornell10@gmail.com. 

Faith Cookbook: Recipes can be for appetizers, soups and salads, main courses, side dishes, 
casseroles and desserts. Please submit your recipe to Sara Cornell or Barbara Laughlin. Please 
be sure to include your name with your recipe. 

Altar Service Signup: Volunteers are needed to set-up, bake bread, and clean up after 
communion. Please email Jan Frantz at Boris_fan@yahoo.com to help. 

Bulletin Sponsors and Flower Donations: Sign-up sheets for 2025 are on the table in the 
foyer entrance of the church. In-house bulletin for $10 and $10 towards silk flowers, or you may 
bring your own fresh flowers. Please complete the requisition form with your dedication 
note. 

MEETINGS/EVENTS 

AA Meetings: Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday at 12 p.m. 

American Red Cross Blood Drive: Sept. 17; 1 p.m.-6 p.m. Please call 800-733-2767 to pre-
register. 

Annual Congregational Meeting: Sunday, September 28, 2025, after worship service. 

Applefest: Saturday, October 4, 2025, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

Bible Study: Sundays, 7:30 a.m. Sessions on break until September 7, 2025. 

Bible Study: Wednesdays, 11 a.m. to Noon with Pastor Jami. 

Men’s Bible Study: Thurs. via TEAMS. Contact Bob Ray at 551-265-4071 or 
Rayfolks@ptd.net. 

Faithful Community Quilters: Second Monday of the month, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

Faith Library: Please see one of the “Little Librarians” or Sara Cornell with any donations or 
questions. 

Free Community Lunch: First Tuesday of each month. (Sept. 2) 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. Five Loaf 
House 133 Firehouse Rd., Pocono Pines. 

Pastor Jami Possinger has weekly office hours. You may contact her using her confidential 
email: pastor@faithlutheranblakeslee.org or by her private cell phone: 610-216-9951 

mailto:Boris_fan@yahoo.com
mailto:Rayfolks@ptd.net
mailto:pastor@faithlutheranblakeslee.org


 

3 

 

The word of God is a refining fire. Jesus is the great divide in human history. He invites our 

undivided attention and devotion. Today in worship we are surrounded by a great “cloud of 

witnesses.” In the word and in holy communion we are invited yet again to look to Jesus, “the 

pioneer and perfecter of our faith.” 

 

PRELUDE: “Aurelia” 
 

Please rise as you are able. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism. 

 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Merciful God, 

you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own 

way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the 

abundant life you offer. You surround us with patience, kindness, and 

generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive 

us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of 

life. Amen. 

 

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the cross 

of ☩ Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. 

Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN  LBW 242 

 
 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
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KYRIE 

 

 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you call us to share your zeal 

for truth. Give us courage to take our stand with all victims of bloodshed and greed, and, 

following your servants and prophets, to look to the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 23:23-29 

23 Am I a God near by, says the LORD, and not a God far off? 24 Who can hide in secret places 

so that I cannot see them? says the LORD. Do I not fill heaven and earth? says the LORD. 25 I have 

heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, “I have dreamed! I 

have dreamed!” 26 How long? Will the hearts of the prophets ever turn back—those who 

prophesy lies and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart? 27 They plan to make my people 

forget my name by their dreams that they tell one another, just as their ancestors forgot my name 

for Baal. 28 Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream but let the one who has my word 

speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? says the LORD. 29 Is not my 

word like fire, says the LORD, and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces? 

Word of God, Word of Life, Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 82 
Arise, O God, and rule the earth. (Ps. 82:8) 

1 God stands to charge the divine council assembled, giving judgment in the 

midst of the gods: 

2 “How long will you judge unjustly, and show favor to the wicked? 

3 Save the weak and the orphan; defend the humble and needy; 

4 rescue the weak and the poor; deliver them from the power of the wicked. 

5 They do not know, neither do they understand; they wander about in darkness; all the 

foundations of the earth are shaken. 

6 Now I say to you, ‘You are gods, and all of you children of the Most High; 

7 nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, and fall like any prince.’” 

8 Arise, O God, and rule the earth, for you shall take all nations for your own. 

 

SECOND READING: Hebrews 11:29—12:2 

29 By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the Egyptians 

attempted to do so they were drowned. 30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been 
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encircled for seven days. 31 By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were 

disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace. 

32 And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, 

Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets, 33 who through faith conquered kingdoms, 

administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the power of fire, 

escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, put 

foreign armies to flight. 35 Women received their dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, 

refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better resurrection. 36 Others suffered mocking 

and flogging and even chains and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned to death; they were sawn 

in two; they were killed by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, 

persecuted, tormented 38 of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and 

mountains and in caves and holes in the ground. 

39 Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what was promised, 
40 since God had provided something better so that they would not, apart from us, be made 

perfect. 

12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside 

every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is 

set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith, who for the sake of the joy 

that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the 

right hand of the throne of God. 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

Please stand as you are able. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke 12:49-56 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] 49 “I have come to cast fire upon the earth, and how I wish it were already ablaze! 
50 I have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what constraint I am under until it is 

completed! 51 Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather 
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division! 52 From now on five in one household will be divided, three against two and two against 

three; 53 they will be divided: father against son and son against father, mother against daughter 

and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law 

against mother-in-law.” 

54 He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you immediately say, 

‘It is going to rain,’ and so it happens. 55 And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, 

‘There will be scorching heat,’ and it happens.” 56 You hypocrites! You know how to interpret 

the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the present time?” 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

Please be seated. 

CHILDREN’S TIME 

 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY LBW 507 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of God, for God is near. 

A brief silence. 

Raise faithful leaders for your church around the world. Inspire global missionaries with a spirit 

of accompaniment, as they walk alongside our partners in the gospel in solidarity, 

interdependence, and mutuality. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Safeguard rivers and lakes from pollution. Sustain the work of conservationists, policy makers, 

and advocacy groups seeking to protect fresh water sources. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 

great. 

Bridge divisions across partisan lines. Strengthen cooperative efforts among lawmakers who 

enact policies that protect our neighbors who are most vulnerable. Hear us, O God. Your mercy 

is great. 

Embrace all who suffer in isolation: for those who are incarcerated or detained, those who are 

fleeing from unsafe environments, and those who are sick or homebound. Reassure them of your 

care in all times and places. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

PRAYER LIST 

Tom M; Valerie M.; Pastor Michael Ryan; Jill A.; Nancy M.; Phyllis & Jim N.; Shirely S.; Jim H.; Megan; Jenn 

& Rachel; Bob & Gail C.; Martha E.; Mya; Mary D.; Ron L.; Nicky S.; Leon P.; Homer A.; Judi C.; James K. 
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& Family; Kathleen A.; Tom S. Gary P.; Larissa; Barbara & David L.; Gabe and Amanda W. & Family, Mary 

F. & Family; Joyce K.; Tammy H.; St. Paul, Albrightsville. 

Guide the leaders of this congregation. In these late summer weeks, inspire their planning for a 

new program year ahead. Kindle in us a spirit of collaboration and support for their work. Hear 

us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

With thanksgiving, we remember the cloud of witnesses who surround us. By the example of 

their faith, enable us to run with perseverance the race set before us, until that day when we join 

their unending praise. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers to the one who always receives 

them, through Jesus Christ, our wisdom and companion. Amen. 

 

THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC: “Refiner’s Fire”, Brian Doerksen, played by Rick 

Halko, Pastor Moore and Molly Finkbiner. 

OFFERTORY SONG 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace along with these gifts we bring. 

Come among us again, breathe your life into us, and enliven us with his meal, that we may live 

as your risen body in the world. Amen. 

 

DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. And so, with all 

the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 

join their unending hymn: 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting, and your faithfulness endures 

from age to age. 

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 

Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 

Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey. 

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
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Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 

is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do 

this for the remembrance of me. 

With this bread and cup, we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim 

the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread 

and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the 

world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and 

moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
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COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen. 

 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us now to tell of your 

wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim your risen life to a wounded and weary world. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; and the life 

of the Spirit ☩ bless you and give you peace. Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” WOV 649 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. Thanks be to God. 
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August 17th – Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Prelude: 
Aurelia, Anne Krentz Organ. © 2001 Augsburg Fortress. #44200. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-
726919. All rights reserved. 

Gathering Hymn: 
Let the Whole Creation Cry, Text: Stopford A. Brooke, 1832-1916, alt., Tune: Christoph Anton, d. 1658. © Public Domain. 

Hymn of the Day:  
How Firm a Foundation, Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt., Tune: early American. © Public Domain. 

Special Music: 
Refiner’s Fire, Brian Doerksen. © 1990 Mercy/Vineyard Publishing, Vineyard Songs (Canada). #50032. Reprinted with 
permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Sending Hymn: 
I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light, Kathleen Thomerson. © 1970, 1975 Celebration, admin. The Copyright Co. 
#123319. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Postlude: 
The Church’s One Foundation (Aurelia), Charles Callahan. © 2006 Birnamwood Publications. #111518. Reprinted with 
permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Service Music: 
Celtic Alleluia, Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker. © 1985, OCP. #81515. Reprinted with permission under ONE 
LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Let the Vineyards, Lutheran Book of Worship, Communion Setting One. Tune: © 1978, Augsburg Fortress. #AF2019221. 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. 

This is the Feast, Holy, Holy, Holy, Through Him, With Him, Lamb of God, Lutheran Book of Worship, Communion Setting 
Two. Tune and Text: © 1978, Augsburg Fortress. #AF2019221. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-
726919. All rights reserved. 

Thankful Hearts, Setting 5, With One Voice. © 1995 Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Reprinted with permission under ONE 
LICENSE #A-726919. All rights reserved. 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Rev. Jami Possinger ........................................................................................ pastor@faithlutheranblakeslee.org 
John Lyman, Council President ................................................................................................... jclyman@ptd.net 
Paul Frantz, Council Vice President ................................................................................. pfrantz61@yahoo.com 
Peggy Rapp, Council Secretary ............................................................................................. drpeggy09@aol.com 
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