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PRELUDE 

ANNOUCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  (Please stand as you are able.) 
 

Blessed be the (☩) holy Trinity, the one who fashions us, the one who heals us, the one 
who reforms us again and again. Amen. 

 
Let us confess our sin, calling for God’s transforming power. Source of all life, 

we confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. We fear that we 
are not good enough. We hear your word of love freely given to us, yet we 

expect others to earn it. We turn the church inward, rather than moving it 
outward. Forgive us. Stir us. Reform us to be a church powered by love, willing 

to speak for what is right, act for what is just, and seek the healing of your 

whole creation. Amen. 
 

God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us and to empower our lives in the 
world. Our sins are forgiven, (☩) God’s love is unconditional, and we are raised up as 

God’s people who will always be made new, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG: “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”  LBW 250 
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INVOCATION 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. And also with you.  

 

KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 

SALUTATION 
The Lord be with you! And also with you.  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY:  Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your 
children a longing for your word and a hunger for your truth. Grant that we may know 

your Son to be the true bread of heaven and share this bread with all the world, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.   (Please be seated) 
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LESSONS 

 

FIRST READING: 2 Kings 4:42-44 

42A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the 
first fruits to [Elisha,] the man of God: twenty loaves of 

barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack. Elisha said, 
“Give it to the people and let them eat.” 43But his servant 

said, “How can I set this before a hundred people?” So he 
repeated, “Give it to the people and let them eat, for thus 

says the Lord, ‘They shall eat and have some left.’ ” 44He 

set it before them, they ate, and had some left, according 

to the word of the Lord. 

Word of God, Word of Life, Thanks be to God. 

 
 

PSALM: Psalm 145:10-18 

10All your works shall praise you, O Lord, and your faithful ones shall bless you. 

 11They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom and speak of your power, 
 12that all people may know of your power and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 

 13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures throughout 
all ages. You, Lord, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works.  

 14The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up those who are bowed down. 
 15The eyes of all wait upon you, O Lord, 

  and you give them their food in due season. 
 16You open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. 

 17You are righteous in all your ways and loving in all your works. 
 18You are near to all who call upon you, to all who call upon you faithfully.  

 
 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 3:14-21 

14For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15from whom every family in heaven 

and on earth takes its name. 16I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may 
grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being with power through his 

Spirit, 17and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted 
and grounded in love. 

 
 18I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the 

breadth and length and height and depth, 19and to know the love of Christ that 
surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 

  20Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far 

more than all we can ask or imagine, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God! 

 
 



5 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (please stand as you are able) 

GOSPEL: John 6:1-21  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 1Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. 2A 

large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the 

sick. 3Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there with his disciples. 4Now the 

Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. 5When he looked up and saw a large crowd 

coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these people to 

eat?” 6He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to do. 7Philip 

answered him, “Six months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get 

a little.” 8One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, 9“There is a 

boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many 

people?”  10Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a great deal of grass 

in the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in all. 11Then Jesus took the loaves, 

and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; so also 

the fish, as much as they wanted. 12When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, 

“Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” 13So they gathered 

them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, 

they filled twelve baskets. 14When the people saw the sign that he had done, they began 

to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.”   15When Jesus 

realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, he 

withdrew again to the mountain by himself.   16When evening came, his disciples went 

down to the sea, 17got into a boat, and started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now 

dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them.  18The sea became rough because a strong 

wind was blowing.  19When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus 

walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and they were terrified. 20But he said to 

them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” 21Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and 

immediately the boat reached the land toward which they were going. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.   
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CHILDRENS’ MESSAGE (please be seated) 
 

MESSAGE 
 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Break Now the Bread of Life”  LBW 235

 
APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;  

he ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

 

Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the church, the 

world, and all of creation. A brief silence. 

We pray for the church. Bless the ministries of our neighboring congregations. Empower 

churches throughout the world and encourage missionaries who accompany global 

neighbors. Kindle in us a spirit of collaboration, that all people may know your loving 

works. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

We pray for creation. Send rain to lands experiencing drought and come to the aid of 

those enduring sweltering heat. Nurture wheat and barley crops grown for the 

nourishment of your people and conserve aquatic habitats and fish populations.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

We pray for those who govern. Cast out arrogance, selfishness, and corruption and 

instruct those who lead to practice compassion and humility. Inspire them with a vision 

of the common good and a commitment to ensure that all who hunger are fed. 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

We pray for those bowed down by heavy burdens: those who are unemployed or 

underemployed, those unable to find affordable housing, and those without health 

insurance. Console those who grieve and hear the cries of those who call to you for 

healing. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

We pray for this assembly. Deepen our resolve to use what we have to serve those in 

need. When we worry that we do not have enough resources for ministry, assure us of 

your abundance. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

PRAYER LIST 

Judi O’D., Barry, Diana, Wolcott, Dawn, Jeanine, Allen B., Tom and Valerie M., Ed, 

Smyrna, Joel, Eliza, Judy H., Mya, Anneliese, Gertrude, Tim, Eddie, Cheryl, Carol, Bruce, 

Denis, Megan, Gertrude, George, Mike, Jennifer, Sue, Tina, Alex, Donna, Ginger, Karen, 

Janet, Rachel, Jenn, Ginger, R.C., Richard, Forrest, Roy, Jeanine, Leslie, Cory, Shirley, 

Deb, Kathy, Tom, Glen, Margery, Lillian K., Bruce and Members of the armed services,  

the congregation of St. Jacobi of Shohola. 

 

We give thanks for those who have died. As you sustained them through all their days, 

so dwell in our hearts, that we may have the power to comprehend, with (the apostle 

James, name/s, and) all the saints, the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
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We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of your saving 

love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.   

 

(Please share Christ’s peace in social and acceptable ways.) (Please be seated) 

 

OFFERING Special Music: "Deep River” African American Spiritual, arranged by 

Leopold W. Rovenger, played by Judie Tim. 

 

(Please rise as you are able for the offering hymn) 

 

OFFERING PRAYER God of life, you give us these gifts of the earth, these resources of 

our life and our labor. Take them, offered in great thanksgiving, and use them to 

set a table that will heal the whole creation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Light. Amen. 

 



9 

DIALOGUE: 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 
PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy to praise your name and 
join their unending hymn: 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Blessed are you, O God, whose gift of the Holy Spirit is poured out continuously on all 
creation, watering the seeds of humor and hope, dancing in the pulse of life, blazing in 

the fires of passion.  
 

Blessed is your son, Jesus, who embodied this out-poured Spirit. Fulfilling his promise 
not to leave his followers comfortless, he opened heaven's floodgates, raining down gifts 

in thunder, wind and flame, igniting visions and dreams, and intoxicating young and old 
alike with the longing to proclaim your uncontainable word in praise. 

 
Blessed is our brother Jesus, who comes behind the doors we have closed and breathes 

on our fear his loving peace; 

 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks. 

Then he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup and he blessed it, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of 

bread and wine.  Grace our table with your presence. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for 
the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun 
and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Hunger no more. Thirst no more. Come to the banquet of life.  (Please be seated)  

 

(If you would like please take a couple of moments and prepare your communion 

elements by lifting both films back halfway or however comfortable.) 

 

LAMB OF GOD 

 

“The body of Christ…. Given for you.”  “The blood of Christ…. Shed for you.” 
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(After all have communed—please stand as you are able)  

 

COMMUNION BLESSING  

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

strengthen you and fill you with His spirit. Amen. 

 

SONG AFTER COMMUNION  

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, nourished us 

with words of mercy, and fed us at your table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us 
to love you with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and honor the 

earth you have made; through Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 

 

BLESSING 
May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine, 

grant you the gifts of faith and hope.  Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”  LBW 315 
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

Thank you for joining in today’s 

worship. 

Can’t wait to see you next week. 
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Sunday, July 25, 2021  

 

Scripture Reading: Ephesians 3:14-21 

I always thought love was shaped like a heart,  

but it’s actually shaped like a cross. ⎯Anon.

 

 

et’s read verses 18 and 19 of today’s Bible passage: I pray that you may have the power to 

comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and 

to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the 

fullness of God. 

Notice the apostle Paul’s reference to the shape and size of Christ’s love for us. He mentions 

the width and length of the love of Christ, along with its height and depth (one and the same; the 

height is the same as the depth).  

 Clearly, Paul is searching for a three-dimensional metaphor to illustrate the vastness of 

the love of Christ. 

 There are many possible geometric shapes he could’ve mentioned. Triangles (scalene, 

isosceles, equilateral, acute-angled, obtuse-angled, right-angled; four-sided shapes such as a 

square, rectangle, parallelogram, rhombus, trapezium or kite; or a circle, sphere, cone or 

cylinder. Or course there are many more geometric shapes. 

 But which one does justice to the “shape” or “size” of the love of Christ?  

 None of them! The love of Christ “surpasses” human knowledge. Yet Paul prays that we 

might “know” what “surpasses knowledge.”  

 How can you know what is unknowable? 

 He means that it is possible to experience what is unknowable and unexplainable. 

 We experience many things that we cannot explain and which is beyond our particular 

ability to understand ⎯ things like electricity, computers, airplanes, smartphones and so on. 

Some people obviously have this knowledge, but perhaps not most of us. 

 In the same way, we might not know, understand or explain the love of Christ, but we 

know it is real because we have experienced it! 

 Let us be thankful for the love of Christ!        

        —Timothy Merrill 

 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you loved me before I was even conscious of your love. You loved me when 

you knew the worst about me. Thank you for your boundless love. Amen. 

L 
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 Activity Page 

Week of July 25, 2021 
 

 

 
Daily Bible Readings 
Sunday: Acts 10-12 
Monday: Micah 5-7 
Tuesday: Nahum 1-3 
Wednesday: 2 Kings 20-21 
Thursday: Zephaniah 1-3 
Friday: Habakkuk 1-3 
Saturday: Psalms 79-81 

 
 

 

   9     7     4    6      1    11      8     5     2    10       12      3 

 

 

TRUE OR FALSE? 
This puzzle is based on the story of Ruth. Answer each statement, 
True or False. Circle the letter in the correct answer column. Write 

each circled letter on the numbered lines below to discover the 
secret word. We’ve done the first one for you. 

      TRUE   FALSE 

1. Naomi was Ruth’s mother.  D  R 

2. Ruth was a Moabite.    T  P 

3. Naomi wanted Ruth to leave her  N  L 

and return to Moab.  

4. Orpah was Naomi’s hired hand. H  S 

5. Boaz lived in Bethlehem.  C  B 

6. Boaz was a farmer.   U  V 

7. Ruth made a living begging at  X  E 

the gates of Bethlehem.   

8. Boaz instructed his workers to  E  J 

leave extra grain in the field for 

Ruth to glean.   

9. Boaz invited Ruth to eat with the R  Q 

harvesters. 

10. Boaz was related to Naomi.  I  W 

11. Boaz refuses to marry Ruth.  F  R 

12. Ruth is the great-grandmother O  G 

  of King David. 

Solution to TRUE or FALSE: 1R, 2T, 3N, 4S, 5C, 6U, 7E, 8E, 9R, 10I, 11R, 12O. Secret word: RESURRECTION. Solution to WORD ASSOCIATION: Set 1 — Stop 
(backstop, shortstop, stopwatch); Set 2 — Cheese (bleu cheese, cheesecake, cottage cheese); Set 3 — Foot (footstool, foot powder, football). 

 

WORD ASSOCIATION 

Below are lists of words. To solve 
each puzzle, think of a single word 
that goes with each to form a com-
pound word (or word pair that 
functions as a compound word). For 
example, if the given words are 
volley, field and bearing, then the 
answer would be ball, because the 
word ball can be added to each of 
the other words to form volleyball, 
ballfield and ball bearing. 
 
Set 1  Set 2  Set 3 

BACK  BLEU  STOOL 

SHORT  CAKE  POWDER 

WATCH COTTAGE BALL  

R 


