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April 24, 2022 

Welcome! 

 

We are glad to have you join us 

in the worship of Our Lord. 

Please sign the guest book at 

the back of the sanctuary. 

 

Mask wearing is optional if 

you are fully vaccinated. 

 

Today’s Altar Servers 

Liturgist: ............ Phil Newlander 

Guest Speaker…Collin Grooms 

Greeters/Ushers: ........ Judie Tim 

Lector: .................... John Lyman  

Music: ............. Molly Finkbiner 

 

Faith Lutheran Church  

550 Rt. 940 PO Box 228 

Blakeslee, PA 18610  

Office 570-646-0309 

 

Email: 
faithoffice@faithlutheranblakeslee.org 

 

Website: 

www.faithlutheranblakeslee.org 

 

Facebook:  

https://www.facebook.com/Faith-

Lutheran-Church-Blakeslee-PA-

1721550018126312  

  
 

 

Second Sunday of Easter 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Flowers by Roberta Ruggieri dedicated to my husband and his return to 

good health. 

Bulletins have been given by Ruth and Phil Newlander “Happy 

Birthday to all our Children”. 

 

Meetings 

AA Meeting – Tuesday and Friday at 12 pm and Thursday at 10 am. 

 

Choir: Rehearsals in the Sanctuary at 8:45 on Sundays. 

 

Boomwhackers, Bells and Chimes: Wednesday, at 5:00 p.m. and 

Sunday School soon after practice. 

 

Faithful Community Quilters: Every 2nd Monday of the month from 

10 am to 3 pm.  

 

Bible Study: Each Sunday morning at 7:30 am in the Community 

Room.   

 

Usher and Lector Volunteers needed, contact Jacquie Halko Please 

call (570) 646-3922 or email at jacquie5444@yahoo.com. 

 

Bulletin Sponsors and Flower Donations: New 2022 Bulletin located 

in the foyer table entrance of the church. In-house bulletin for $10 and 

$20 towards silk flowers or you may bring your own fresh flowers.    

 

SYNOD COUNCIL is in need of nominations to fill seven (7) 

positions. Elections take place at the Synod Assembly in June. Position 

to be filled: 2 lay males, 1 lay female, and 2 clergy. In an effort to 

diversify they are also looking for persons of color and/or those who 

speak other languages. Please contact Peggy Rapp at 

(drpeggy09@aol.com) if interested. Thank you.  
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In spite of all we have heard and all we have seen, it is often hard to believe. Because it is hard to believe, we 

will invest ourselves in the Easter mystery for fifty days (a week of weeks). Because it is hard to believe, John 

the evangelist will provide sign after sign celebrating Jesus’ victory over death. Because it is hard to believe, 

the risen Jesus will return to us again and again in the mystery of holy communion, inviting us to touch and 

taste his presence, and offering us his peace. 

 

 

PRELUDE  

Alleluia! Song of Gladness, Kenneth T. Kosche.   

Now the Green Blade Rises, Michael Burkhardt.  

 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

In the waters of baptism, we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ, and we are a 

new creation. For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God, who was, who is, and 

who is to come. 

 

We thank you, God, for your river of life, flowing freely from your throne: through the earth, 

through the city, through every living thing. You rescued Noah and his family from the flood; 

You opened wide the sea for the Israelites. Now in these waters you flood us with mercy, and 

our sin is drowned forever. You open the gate of righteousness and we pass safely through. In 

Jesus Christ, you calm the trouble waters. You nourish us and enclose us in safety. You call us 

forth and send us out. In lush and barren places, you are with us. You have become our 

salvation. Now breathe upon this water and awaken your church once more. Claim us again as 

your beloved and holy people. Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear. 

 

To you, our Beginning and our End, our Shepherd and Lamb, be honor, glory, praise, and 

thanksgiving, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 

GATHERING HYMN:          “Christ is Risen! Alleluia”                         LBW 131 

 

 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all. And also with you. 
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KYRIE 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE “BLESS THE LORD, O MY SOUL 

Bless the Lord, O my soul; bless the Lord, O my soul; 

And all that is within me, bless God’s Holy Name.  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
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O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded hands of your risen Son. By 

your Spirit’s breath revive our faith in your mercy, and strengthen us to be the body of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

FIRST LESSON:  ACTS 5: 27- 32 

 

When they had brought [the apostles,] they had them stand before the council. The high priest 

questioned them, saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet here you have 

filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s blood on 

us.” But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than any human 

authority. The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a 

tree. God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to 

Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit 

whom God has given to those who obey him.” 

 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.  

Psalm 118:14-29 

The LORD is my strength and my song and has become my salvation. 

 Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 

  “The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly! 

The right hand of the LORD
| is exalted! The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!” 

 I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the LORD.  

The LORD indeed punished me sorely, but did not hand me over to death. 

 Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD. 

“This is the gate of the LORD; There the righteous may enter.” 

 I give thanks to you, for you have answered me and you have become | my salvation. 

The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 

 By the LORD has this been done; it is marvelous in our eyes. 

This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 Hosanna! O LORD, save us! We pray to you, LORD, prosper our days!  

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD;  

  we bless you from the house |f the LORD. 

 The LORD is God and has given us light. 

  Form a procession with branches up to the corners of the altar. 

You are my God, and I will thank you; you are my God, and I will exalt you. 

 Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; God’s mercy endures forever.  
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SECOND LESSON: REVELATION 1: 4 - 8 

 

John to the seven churches that are in Asia:  Grace to you and peace from him who is and who 

was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus 

Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To 

him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us to be a kingdom, priests 

serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and 

on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. Amen. “I am the Alpha and the 

Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty. 

 

Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God!     
 

(Please stand as you are able) 
 

VERSE / GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Alleluia” 

 

 

GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 24th Chapter beginning at the first verse.  
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Gospel: John 20: 19 – 31 

 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 

the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 

said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 

disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As 

the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 

them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 

retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

 

 24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 

came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless 

I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand 

in his side, I will not believe.” 

 26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although 

the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then 

he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in 

my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus 

said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 

seen and yet have come to believe.” 

 

 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in 

this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the 

Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.   

 
(Please be seated) 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

 

SERMON Offered by Collin Grooms, Director of Bear Creek Camp 

 

(Please stand as you are able after the sermon.) 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:           “This is my Father’s World”    LBW 554 

 

 



7 

 

 

 

NICENE CREED  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and all that 

is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of the Father, God from God, Light 

from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 

Through Him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 

heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and 

was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 

was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended 

into heaven and is seated on the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken by 

the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 

Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look to the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 

the world to come. Amen 

 
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

 

Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the church, 

people in need, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

Holy One who acts righteously, equip your church as witnesses of your goodness to go and tell 

others of your abundant love, that they may believe that Jesus is our salvation and life. God, in 

your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Renew your people’s commitment to use resources responsibly and to live well with your 

creation. Invite us to recognize and nurture signs of resurrection life in the natural world. God, 

in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Direct those who are given human authority to lead with humility and compassion. By your 

Holy Spirit channel their attention toward serving those who are most in need. God, in your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Uphold your children who cry out to you. Wherever people are overcome by the fear of death, 

breathe into them your life and peace. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Inspire those who lead your people in worship and praise (especially the art and music 

ministries of this congregation). With joyful motion and sound, send us forth with praise that 

we cannot keep to ourselves. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

PRAYER LIST 

Barbara, Matt, George A., Susan, Swatzell Family, Bobbies family: Denise P., Bob Jr, and Brent P.Jason R., 

Robert F., RC, Mike and Brenda G., Rich, Erik C, Sabrina, Tracey E., Drew D., Margery B, Barbara M, Kevin 

D, Sherry K, Walt D, Adam C. and Family, Megan, Jim, Roberta R., Judi O’D, Diana, Wolcott Family, Dawn, 

Jeanine, Allen B., Tom and Valerie M., Joyce. Rick, Julie and Ed. 
 

Give us the words of your saints who, like Thomas, boldly confessed your Son as Lord and 

God. With Jesus our leader, empower us to live according to his ways. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

 

We pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen 

 
 

 

 

 

THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 

 

(Please share Christ’s peace in social and acceptable ways.) (Please be 

seated) 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING Music: In Thee Is Gladness, Anne Krentz Organ.......played by Molly Finkbiner. 
 

(Please stand as you are able) 
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OFFERING PRAYER  

Living God, you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your peaceable reign, and you 

welcome us all into your house of worship. Reach out to us and show us your wounded and 

risen body, that we may see and believe in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 

BLESSING 

God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, 

and the life-giving Spirit of adoption, ☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

SENDING HYMN:   “Come, Your Faithful, Raise the Strain”   LBW 132 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL:  

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Copyright Acknowledgements 

 

Preludes: 

Alleluia! Song of Gladness, Kenneth T. Kosche. © 2011 Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a division of MorningStar 
Music Publishers, Inc., St. Louis, MO.  
 
Now the Green Blade Rises, Michael Burkhardt. © 1995 Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a division of 
MorningStar Music Publishers. #10-412.3. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights 
reserved. 
 
Gathering Song: 
 
Christ Is Risen! Alleluia!, Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt., Tune: Frederick C. Maker, 1844-1927. © Public 
Domain.   
 
Hymn of the Day: 
 
This Is My Father’s World, Text: Maltbie D. Babcock, 1858-1901, Tune: Franklin L. Sheppard, 1852-1930, adapt. © 
Public Domain.    
 
Offering Music:   
 
In Thee Is Gladness, Anne Krentz Organ. © 2001 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE 
#A-726919. All rights reserved.  
 
Sending Hymn: 
 
Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain, Text: John of Damascus, c. 696-754; tr. John M. Neale, 1818-1866, alt., Tune: 
Johann Horn, c. 1490-1547. © Public Domain.    
 
Postlude: 
 
Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing, Michael Burkhardt. © 1995 Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a division 
of MorningStar Music Publishers. #97076. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights 
reserved. 
 
 
Service Music: 
 
Kyrie, Alleluia, Lamb of God, Setting 8, Evangelical Lutheran Worship. © 2011 Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America, Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights 
reserved.  
 
Holy, Setting 10, Evangelical Lutheran Worship. © 2011 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Augsburg Fortress 
Publishers. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights reserved.  
 
Thankful Hearts, Setting 5, With One Voice. © 1995 Augsburg Fortress Publishers.  Reprinted with permission 
under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights reserved.  
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CC Needs Your Help at Spring Work Day! 
 

Spring Work Day - Sat. May 21st, 2022 9am - 
3pm 
It takes a lot of hands to prepare BCC for the 
summer season. Flower beds need to be 
weeded and mulched, sticks and leaves need to 
be removed, fallen trees need to be chainsawed, 
as well as a variety of other jobs for volunteers of 
all ages and skill levels. 
 
If you can help camp for the day, we provide the 
tools or you can bring your own. Lunch will be 
provided! Overnight housing is available if 
needed. 
 
To let us know you plan to attend and to discuss specific projects and donation needs, fill out 
the form below. Contact Charissa Colbert, Office Manager- 570.472.3741 
or bccamp@bearcreekcamp.org with any questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Camp is Only Two Months Away! 
 

Over 500 campers have already registered 
for summer camp! 
 
Many sessions and age groups are filling 
quickly, so we encourage you to register as 
soon as possible. We updated our health 
and safety protocols in mid-March which 
can be viewed at the link below. 
 
Registration is also open for Family Camp 
and the Artist's Retreat which are held 
Session Three - July 3-8. 

Register for Summer Camp!  

  

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

mailto:bccamp@bearcreekcamp.org
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001v3SSpmrhPljmPc5QwTEgVidWYxGsBGkPNBMyqcqLFGHyUcvV-mCXTvKqHVTbyfPqNMFl1F1D0cU72fRrRfz3vVri-OHRaFoOWQ0yRyB07FmI8zWNQdqUGL9KnGGruLarEFeC697T39Dq_ADalxctmrUmi_b1KXxCuJ_8U7uj7BI=&c=4OqBUjizY5gXAAiIAc-oP-Q1bqf_Po3SfYF51tLKWRatZfcYm9DKQg==&ch=w5sLWe2X-667x60sZTlYn5_xUQRpjYjJcVOLZVTV3JePGDlSgak2AQ==
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"The angel said to the women, 'Do not be afraid, for I know that you are 
looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; he has risen, just as he 

said. Come and see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his 
disciples: "He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into 

Galilee. There you will see him." Now I have told you.'"  
Matthew 28:5-7 (NIV) 

 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/passage/?q=matthew+28:5-7

