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WELCOME VISITORS! 

We are glad to have you join us in the worship of Our Lord. 

Please sign the guest book at the back of the sanctuary. 

Mask wearing is optional if fully immunized. 

 

Today’s Alter Representatives 

Worship Leader: .................................................................................. Thomas Hutton 

Greeters/Ushers: .......................................................................................... Judie Tim 

Lector: ....................................................................................................... Mike Gillis 

Music: ................................................................................................ Molly Finkbiner 

 

 

Announcements 

Bulletin: Sponsored by Jim and Phyllis Nutt. “Wishing everyone a wonderful Christmas Season!” 

 

Meetings 

AA Meeting: Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday at 12 p.m. 

American Red Cross Blood Drive: Wednesday, December 28, 2022, 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

Please call 1-800-733-2767 to pre-register. 

Bible Study: Each Sunday, 7:30 a.m. in the Community Room. 

Choir rehearsals: Sunday mornings, 8:30 a.m. 

Instrument rehearsal and Sunday School: Wednesdays, 5 p.m. 

Faithful Community Quilters: Second Monday of the month, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

Pastor Kuritz has weekly office hours: hours are posted on the white boards at the back of the 

church or to contact him, use his private email: pastor@faithlutheranblakeslee.org 

Bulletin Sponsors and Flower Donations: A new sign-up sheet for 2023 is located on the table 

in the foyer entrance of the church. In-house bulletin for $10 and $20 towards silk flowers, or you 

may bring your own fresh flowers. 

Usher and Lector Volunteers needed, contact Jacquie Halko. Please call (570) 646-3922 or email 

at jacquie5444@yahoo.com. 

  

mailto:pastor@faithlutheranblakeslee.org
mailto:jacquie5444@yahoo.com
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As on the first day of creation, on this Christmas Day the Word illumines the world, shining forth 

to bring all things into being. Today we celebrate the incarnate Word, God becoming flesh to live 

among us in the person of Jesus Christ then and now. Emboldened by the good news of Christ’s 

birth, along with the shepherds, Mary and Joseph, and all witnesses to the light of Christ, we 

declare to the world that we have indeed seen and been transformed by the arrival of “the salvation 

of our God.” O come, let us adore! 

 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME! 
 

(Please stand as you are able) 

 

DIALOGUE 
 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined. 

We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. 

To us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 

In the Word was life, and the life was the light of all people. 

 

GATHERING SONG: “Angels from the Realms of Glory” LBW 50 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world has brightened 

weary hearts with peace. Call us out of darkness, and empower us to proclaim the 

birth of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

(Please be seated) 
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FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:2-7 John Lyman 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land 

of deep darkness—on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you 

have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people 

exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their 

shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For 

all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be 

burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 

God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and 

there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will 

establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward 

and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

 

 

FIRST CAROL: “What Child Is This” LBW 40 
 

 

SECOND READING: Micah 5:2–5a John Lyman 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from 

you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, 

from ancient days. Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is 

in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of 

Israel.  And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the 

majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they shall live secure, for now he 

shall be great to the ends of the earth; and he shall be the one of peace. 

 

 

SECOND CAROL: “Away in the Manger” LBW 67 
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THIRD READING: Luke 1:26–35, 38 Judie Tim 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 

Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of 

the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. And he came to 

her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you."  But 

she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of 

greeting this might be. The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, 

Mary, for you have found favor with God.  And now, you will 

conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be 

great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to 

him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, 

and of his kingdom there will be no end." Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, 

since I am a virgin?" The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 

and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born 

will be holy; he will be called Son of God. Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant 

of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word." Then the angel departed from 

her. 

 
 

THIRD CAROL: “Lo, How a Rose is Growing” LBW 58 
 (Verses 1 and 2) 

 

 

FOURTH READING: Luke 2:1-7 Judie Tim 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. This was the first registration and was taken while 

Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to 

be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in 

Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because 

he was descended from the house and family of David. He went 

to be registered with Mary, to whom he was 

engaged and who was expecting a child. While 

they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she 

gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, 

and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the 

inn. 
 

FOURTH CAROL: “I Wonder as I Wander” WOV 642 

  (Verses 1 & 2) 
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FIFTH READING: Luke 2:8-16 Phil Newlander 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 

flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 

Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do 

not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 

to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 

This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 

in a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 

host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 

peace among those whom he favors!" 

 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 

shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem 

and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 

made known to us."  So they went with haste and found Mary 

and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 
 

 

FIFTH CAROL: “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” LBW 44 

 

 

SIXTH READING: Luke 2:21-35 Phil Newlander 

After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called 

Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they 

brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is 

written in the law of the Lord, "Every firstborn male shall be 

designated as holy to the Lord"), and they offered a sacrifice 

according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, "a pair of 

turtledoves or two young pigeons." 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this 

man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the 

Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 

would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, 

Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do 

for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised 

God, saying: 

"Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; for 

my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all 
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peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel." 

And the child's father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 

Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, "This child is destined for 

the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so 

that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed — and a sword will pierce your own 

soul too." 

 

 

SIXTH CAROL: “Twas in the Moon of Wintertime” LBW 72 

 

 

SEVENTH READING: Matthew 2:1–11 Mike Gillis 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men 

from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has been born 

king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him 

homage."  When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 

him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired 

of them where the Messiah was to be born. 

They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers 

of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel." 

 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 

when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search 

diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may 

also go and pay him homage." When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, 

ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the 

place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 

overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his 

mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure 

chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

 

SEVENTH CAROL: “We Three Kings of Orient Are” WOV 646 

  (Verses 1 & 5) 
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EIGHTH READING: Matthew 2:13-18 Mike Gillis 

Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in 

a dream and said, "Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee 

to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to 

search for the child, to destroy him." Then Joseph got up, took the 

child and his mother by night, and went to 

Egypt, and remained there until the death of 

Herod. This was to fulfill what had been 

spoken by the Lord through the prophet, 

"Out of Egypt I have called my son." 

When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and 

he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old 

or under, according to the time that he had learned from the wise men. Then was 

fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: 

"A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for 

her children; she refused to be consoled, because they are no more. 

 

EIGHTH CAROL: “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” LBW 42 

 (Verses 1 & 2) 

 

NINTH READING:  John 1:1–14 Mike Gillis 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. 

All things came into being through him, and without him not 

one thing came into being. What has come into being in him 

was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light 

shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He 

came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He 

himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which 

enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world 

came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 

He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who 

received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 

who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of 

God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, 

the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 

(Please stand as able)  
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NINTH CAROL: “Good Christian Men Rejoice” LBW 55 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ’s coming into the world, we pray for the 

church, the life of the earth, and the whole human family. 

A brief silence. 

The church in every land makes a joyful noise to herald your coming, O God. We 

give thanks for poets, musicians, and hymn writers who give voice to our praise, and 

for all who lead the church’s worship. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

This day dawns with new hope for all living things, and from ocean depths to 

mountain peaks the earth rejoices. Inspire in us an urgent zeal to protect the planet 

and renew its resources. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Bring heavenly peace to this world and an end to armed conflict. Raise up leaders in 

every nation who will honor human rights and establish equal justice for all people. 

Give courage to all who speak out against oppression and advocate for the powerless. 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Guard the lives of any in danger, especially those who work to protect others. Lead 

any who are in desperate circumstances to sanctuary, help, and safety. Grant rest to 

the weary and soothe those who are troubled. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Bless all who gather to worship on this holy day. Be present at our tables and 

celebrations and watch over those who travel. Sustain charities, outreach ministries, 

and food pantries that give generously to people in need (local organizations may 

be named). God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

PRAYER LIST 

Megan; Jim; Jeanine; Tom and Valerie M.; Daniel; Marge M.; Jenn; Lorraine; Rachel; Jeffery 

H.; Mya; Matthew B.; Carol K.; Joe M.; Roberta and Tony R.; Eric L.; Cleo; Deb H.; Joseph F.; 

John K.; Rev. Rick Chavez, Larissa, Drew D., Peter S., Jeannette M. 

In Christ we have beheld your glory, full of grace and truth. We give thanks for those 

in every generation who reflect the light of Christ. May their witness shine forth in 

our time. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Pondering the mystery of eternal love made flesh in Christ Jesus, we commend all 

for whom we pray to the mercy of God. 

Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

PEACE 

The Peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

 

OFFERING 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 

(Stand as you are able) 

 

OFFERING SONG: “Oh, What Shall I Render” 
 (sung to tune of Away in a Manger) 

Oh, what shall I render in thanks to my Lord 

for all the good gifts by which I am restored? 

No treasure I tender could ever repay 

God's mercy and faithfulness, new ev'ry day. 

 

My hands take the cup of salvation you give; 

I'll praise you, O God, for as long as I live. 

My thanks will rise up as I call on your name, 

with all of your people your goodness proclaim. 
 
Text: Martin A. Seltz, based on Ps. 116.  © 1998 Augsburg Fortress 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered. Join our hearts with 

the song of the angels and gather us at your table of celebration. Strengthen us to 
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share with all the world the abundance of your grace upon grace, poured out in Jesus 

Christ, the Word made flesh. Amen. 

(The assembly is seated.) 

BLESSING 

God bless you and keep you, ☩ Jesus grant you grace and truth, and the Spirit send 

peace upon your hearts, now and forever. Amen. 

SENDING HYMN: “Go Tell it on the Mountain” LBW 70 

 

DISMISSAL 

Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. 

Thanks be to God. 
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