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September 18, 2022 

 

Welcome! 

 

We are glad to have you join us 

in the worship of Our Lord. 

Please sign the guest book at 

the back of the sanctuary. 

 

Mask wearing is optional if 

you are fully vaccinated. 

 

Today’s Altar Servers 

Leader: ............. Paul Frantz and 

...........................Phil Newlander 

Greeters/Ushers: .......... Bob Ray 

Lector: ....................... Carol Ray 

Music: ............. Molly Finkbiner 

 

Faith Lutheran Church 

550 Rt. 940 PO Box 228 

Blakeslee, PA 18610 

Office 570-646-0309 

 

Email: 

faithoffice@faithlutheranblakeslee.org 

 

Website: 

www.faithlutheranblakeslee.org 

 

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/Faith-

Lutheran-Church-Blakeslee-PA-

1721550018126312  

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Flowers: Given by Glenda and Roy Hoffman in honor of her sister, 

Josephine Thompson. “Happy Birthday!” 

 

Meetings 

AA Meeting: Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday at 12 p.m. 

Choir rehearsals: Sunday mornings at 8:30 a.m. 

Instrument rehearsal and Sunday School: Wednesday evenings at 5 

p.m. 

Faithful Community Quilters: Second Monday of the month 10 a.m. – 

3 p.m. 

Bible Study: Each Sunday at 7:30 am in the Community Room. 

American Red Cross Blood Drive: Wednesday, September 21, 2022, 

1 p.m. to 6 p.m. Please call 1-800-733-2767 to preregister. 

Apple Fest: Fill a basket for our fantastic October 1st event!

 Important Dates: 

 Return filled baskets: Sun., Sept. 25 

 Wrap & Bow Baskets: Wed., Sept. 28, 6:30 p.m. 

 Set up for Applefest: Fri., Sept. 30, 1:30 p.m. 

TODAY 
Annual Congregational Meeting immediately following worship 

service. 

Stephen Perillo & NEPA Praise Band – Contemporary Christian Band, 

this afternoon at 3 p.m. Join us and bring a friend! 

Pastor Kuritz has weekly office hours: hours are posted on the white 

boards at the back of the church or to contact him, use his private email: 

pastor@faithlutheranblakeslee.org 

Usher and Lector Volunteers needed, contact Jacquie Halko. Please 

call (570) 646-3922 or email at jacquie5444@yahoo.com. 

Bulletin Sponsors and Flower Donations: New 2022 Bulletin located 

in the foyer table entrance of the church. In-house bulletin for $10 and 

$20 towards silk flowers or you may bring your own fresh flowers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:pastor@faithlutheranblakeslee.org
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As we are invited today to consider what it means to be managers (rather than owners) of all that 

we have, it is crucial to recognize that we are bought with a price. “Christ Jesus, himself human, 

gave himself a ransom for all.” Apart from the generosity of God we have nothing—we are 

nothing. By God’s gracious favor we have everything we need. 

 

PRELUDES: Intermezzo; Allegro 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is eager to forgive and who loves us 

beyond our days. Amen. 

 

Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does. 

 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

God of mercy and forgiveness, we confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have 

harmed your good creation. We have failed to do justice, love kindness, and 

walk humbly with you. Turn us in a new direction. Show us the path that leads 

to life. Be our refuge and strength on the journey, through Jesus Christ, our 

redeemer and friend. Amen. 

 

Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole. God points the 

way to new life in Christ, who meets us on the road. Journey now in God’s abiding 

love through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN: Listen, God is Calling WOV 712 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
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KYRIE 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one another. 

Keep our feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and our hearts to the 

grace revealed in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen.  
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FIRST LESSON:  Amos 8:4-7 

Hear this, you that trample on the needy, and bring to ruin the poor of the land, 

saying, “When will the new moon be over so that we may sell grain; and the sabbath, 

so that we may offer wheat for sale? We will make the ephah small and the shekel 

great, and practice deceit with false balances, buying the poor for silver and the 

needy for a pair of sandals, and selling the sweepings of the wheat.” The LORD has 

sworn by the pride of Jacob: Surely I will never forget any of their deeds. 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

PSALM 113 

Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants of the LORD; praise the name of the LORD. 

Let the name of the LORD be blessed, from this time forth for-evermore. 

From the rising of the sun to its going down let the name of the LORD be praised. 

The LORD is high above all nations; God’s glory above the heavens. 

Who is like the LORD our God, who sits enthroned on high, 

but stoops to behold the heavens and the earth? 

The LORD takes up the weak out of the dust and lifts up the poor from the ashes, 

enthroning them with the rulers, with the rulers of the people. 

The LORD makes the woman of a childless house to be a joyful mother of children. 

Hallelujah! 

 

 

SECOND LESSON: 1 Timothy 2:1-7 

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings 

be made for everyone, for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may 

lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. This is right and is 

acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires everyone to be saved and to 

come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God; there is also one mediator 

between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, who gave himself a 

ransom for all—this was attested at the right time. For this I was appointed a herald 

and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in 

faith and truth. 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God! 
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VERSE / GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Alleluia” 

(Please stand as you are able) 

 

GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 16th Chapter. 

 

Luke 16:1-13 

Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and 

charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his property. So he 

summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an 

accounting of your management, because you cannot be my manager any longer.’ 

Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is taking the 

position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. I 

have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may 

welcome me into their homes.’ So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he 

asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ He answered, ‘A hundred jugs 

of olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’ 

Then he asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred 

containers of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’ And his 

master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the 

children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are 

the children of light. And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of 

dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the eternal 
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homes. “Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is 

dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. If then you have not been faithful 

with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? And if you have 

not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? 

No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the 

other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 

wealth.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

(Please be seated.) 

 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

SERMON 

 
(Please stand as you are able after the sermon.) 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Take my Life, that I May Be LBW 406 

 

APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather 

our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation. 

A brief silence. 

God our Savior, you keep your church in faith and truth. Accompany those preparing 

for baptism or affirmation of baptism. Enlighten preachers, teachers, seminarians, 

and all those who share your good news with the world. God of grace, hear our 

prayer. 

Divine teacher, you instruct your children to be responsible stewards of your 

creation. Show us how best to care for the earth and its resources, and guide those 

who work to develop sustainable practices. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Ruler of the nations, you direct those in authority. Give leaders wisdom and 

compassion so that all may live in peace. Inspire public servants to follow the 

example of courageous leaders and safeguard the dignity of each person. God of 

grace, hear our prayer. 

Helper of the needy, you lift up those who are oppressed. Breathe justice into 

economic and social systems that perpetuate poverty and hunger. Sustain food 

ministries, clothing banks, and emergency shelters. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Sustainer and giver of life, you bless this congregation with abundance. Instruct us 

in the proper and faithful use of wealth and resources, that we share generously. 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 

PRAYER LIST 

Robert F., Maritza, George, Susan, Jason R., Erik C, Sabrina, Tracey E., Drew D, Barbara, Ned 

C., Adam C. and Family, Megan, Jim, Jeanine, Jean Marie, Tom and Valerie M., Daniel, Marge 

M., Jenn, Lorraine, Rachel, Jeffery H., Mya, and Matthew B., Wilbur, John K., Carol K., Joe M., 

Roberta and Tony. R. 

Please pray for the Davenport family in Eugene, Oregon for their continued safety from the 

wildfires. 

God of glory, you gather your saints around your throne. Keep us thankful for the 

witness of those who have gone before us and bring us with them to the heavenly 

feast that has no end. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we 

offer these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
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Let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 

(Please share Christ’s peace in social and acceptable ways.) 

(Please be seated.) 

OFFERING MUSIC: Kum Ba Yah, Charles Callahan 

 Played by Molly Finkbiner 

(Please stand as you are able.) 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of these 

gifts a banquet of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need; through 

Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. Amen. 

BLESSING 

God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with truth and 

peace. And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, guide you always in faith, hope, and 

love. Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN: “Rise Up, O Saints of God! LBW 383 

 

DISMISSAL: 

Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

  

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed 

https://www.liturgytools.net/2015/09/peace-hymns-for-international-day-of-peace.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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COPYRIGHT ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 

Preludes: 

Intermezzo, Thomas Chesterton. © 1989 Lorenz Corporation (admin. by Music Services) All Rights Reserved. 

ASCAP. #1030936. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Allegro, Antonio Vivaldi, Kevin Norris. © 1979 Lorenz Publishing Company, a division of The Lorenz Corporation 

(Admin. by Music Services). #1029931. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights 

reserved.  

 

Gathering Song: 

Listen, God is Calling, Howard S. Olson, Austin C. Lovelace. © 1993, Augsburg Fortress. #01607. Reprinted with 

permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights reserved. 

 

Hymn of the Day: 

Take My Life, That I May Be, Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt., Tune: William H. Havergal, 1793-1870. 

© Public Domain. 

 

Offering Music: 

Kum Ba Yah, Charles Callahan. © 1993 Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a division of MorningStar Music 

Publishers. #10-890-1. All rights reserved.  

 

Sending Hymn: 

Rise Up, O Saints of God!, Norman O. Forness, William H. Walter. © 1978, Augsburg Fortress. #85938. Reprinted 

with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights reserved.  

 

Postlude: 

Give Praise to God, George Frideric Handel, Robert J. Powell. © 1992 Lorenz Publishing Company, a division of 

The Lorenz Corporation (Admin. by Music Services). #993422. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE 

#A-726919. All rights reserved.  

 

Service Music: 

Kyrie, Alleluia, Lamb of God, Setting 8, Evangelical Lutheran Worship. © 2011 Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America, Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights 

reserved.  

We Are An Offering, Dwight Liles. © 1984 Curb Word Music (Admin. by WC Music Corp). #16220.CCLI License 

#20635975 and Streaming License #20635982. 

Holy, Setting 10, Evangelical Lutheran Worship. © 2011 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Augsburg 

Fortress Publishers. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Thankful Hearts, Setting 5, With One Voice. © 1995 Augsburg Fortress Publishers.  Reprinted with permission 

under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights reserved. 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Peggy Rapp, President   drpeggy09@aol.com 

John Lyman, Vice-President   jclyman@ptd.net 

Paul Frantz, Secretary    pfrantz61@yahoo.com 

Ben Mroz III, Treasurer   Treasurer@faithlutheranblakeslee.org 

Phil Newlander, Finance Secretary  prnewlander@yahoo.com 

Jacquie Halko, Worship Committee  jacquie5444@yahoo.com 

Glenda Hoffman, Witness and Service catmom3@ptd.net 

Tom Hutton, Christian Education   hutlamp@epix.net 
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Overview 
 

Love or Money? 

A rich landowner tells his unsatisfactory manager he’s going to fire him. We don’t 

know how long the employee had to clear his desk, but apparently it was long enough 

to win friends and influence the people who had accounts with his boss. The manager 

called them in and reduced their debt. When the boss heard about it, for some reason 

he didn’t call his lawyer but sat back and laughed in admiration. 

How could Jesus tell a story where the main character is a crook? Why did the boss 

commend the bad manager? What is Jesus trying to tell us? This parable can be 

difficult for us to interpret. One possibility: Dr. Audrey West, in the 2004 Lutheran 

Woman Today Bible study, described a parable as a story about something ordinary, 

with a surprise or twist that leads us to experience reality in a new way, so that it 

may even transform our daily living. The surprise in this parable is not the manager’s 

self-serving behavior, as we’ve seen for ourselves in some corporate accounting 

scandals in the news. The surprise is the boss showing mercy. 

Does this boss remind you of someone? Maybe the landowner in another parable 

who pays a full day’s wage to farm workers who spent barely one hour in the 

vineyard? The father running out to welcome a shamed and destitute, long-lost son? 

Or someone who’s been in the news lately? Is there any way that he reminds you of 

God? 

In God’s economy, people matter more than profits. The prophet (first reading), the 

psalmist, and Jesus, telling the parable, agree on this. The epistle writer adds a prayer 

for “a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity” for everyone, boss and 

beggar alike.
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CHILDREN’S BULLETIN 


