
 

WELCOME VISITORS! 

We are glad to have you join us in 

the worship of Our Lord. 

Please sign the guest book at the back 

of the sanctuary. Mask wearing is 

optional if fully immunized. 

 

Today’s Alter Representatives 

Worship Leader: ......... Rev. Peter Kuritz 

Greeters/Ushers: ...............Janice Neagle 

Lector: ................................ John Lyman 

Music: ...........................Molly Finkbiner 

 

Faith Lutheran Church 
550 Rt. 940 PO Box 228 

Blakeslee, PA 18610 

Office 570-646-0309 

Email: 
faithoffice@faithlutheranblakeslee.org 

Website: 

www.faithlutheranblakeslee.org 

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/Faith-Lutheran-

Church-Blakeslee-PA-1721550018126312 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Flowers: given by Molly, Dan, Melanie, and Baby 

Finkbiner in thanksgiving for our growing family. 

Tone Chime Choir: rehearsals for Palm Sunday will 

begin this Wednesday, February 8 at 6 p.m. in the 

sanctuary. The choir will meet every Wednesday evening 

through March 29. 

Bulletin Sponsors and Flower Donations: A sign-up 

sheet for 2023 is on the table in the foyer entrance of the 

church. In-house bulletin for $10 and $20 towards silk 

flowers, or you may bring your own fresh flowers. 

Usher and Lector Volunteers needed, contact Jacquie 

Halko. Please call (570) 646-3922 or email at 

jacquie5444@yahoo.com. 

MEETINGS 

AA Meeting: Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday at 12 p.m. 

American Red Cross Blood Drive: Wednesday, March 

15, 2023, 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. Please call 1-800-733-2767 to 

pre-register. 

Bible Study: Each Sunday, 7:30 a.m. in the Community 

Room. 

Choir rehearsals: Sunday mornings, 8:30 a.m. 

Instrument rehearsal and Sunday School: Wednesdays, 

5 p.m. 

Faithful Community Quilters: Second Monday of the 

month, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

Pastor Kuritz has weekly office hours. Hours are posted 

on the white boards at the back of the church, or you may 

contact him using his confidential email: 

pastor@faithlutheranblakeslee.org 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Faith-Lutheran-Church-Blakeslee-PA-1721550018126312
https://www.facebook.com/Faith-Lutheran-Church-Blakeslee-PA-1721550018126312
mailto:jacquie5444@yahoo.com
mailto:pastor@faithlutheranblakeslee.org
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Light shines in the darkness for the upright, the psalmist sings. Isaiah declares that when we loose the bonds 

of injustice and share our bread with the hungry, the light breaks forth like the dawn. In another passage 

from the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus, the light of the world, calls his followers to let the light of their good 

works shine before others. Through baptism we are sent into the world to shine with the light of Christ. 

PRELUDE: “O Jesus, I Have Promised;” “’Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus” 

WELCOME! 

(Please stand as you are able.) 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who makes all things new, whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy One, source of our renewal, we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free 

ourselves. We have not practiced your righteousness. Our hearts have turned away from you. 

For the sake of the world you so love, forgive us, that we may be reconciled to one another 

for the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass and new things I now declare.” God’s 

mercy makes us new. We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. Amen. 

ENTRANCE HYMN: “Gather Us In” WOV 718 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. And also with you. 

KYRIE 
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Hymn of Praise: Glory to God 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

 

Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon you. By 

your Spirit show us the things we ought to do, and give us the grace and power to do 

them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

(Please be seated) 

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 58:1-9A [9B-12] 

Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 

Announce to my people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob 

their sins. Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know 

my ways, as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness 

and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask of me 

righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to God. “Why 

do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you 

do not notice?” Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, and oppress all 

your workers. Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked 

fist. Such fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard on high. Is such 

the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head like a 

bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable 

to the LORD? 

Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs 

of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to share 

your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you 

see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin? Then your 

light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your 

vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. Then 

you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here 

I am. 

If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of 

evil, if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then 

your light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday. The LORD 

will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in parched places, and make your 

bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose 

waters never fail. Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the 

foundations of many generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the 

restorer of streets to live in. 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God!  
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PSALM: 112:4 

Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the LORD and have great 

delight in God’s commandments! 

Their descendants will be mighty in the land; the 

generation of the upright will be blessed. 

Wealth and riches will be in their house, and their righteousness 

will last forever. 

Light shines in the darkness for the upright; the righteous are merciful and full 

of compassion. 

It is good for them to be generous in lending and to manage their affairs with justice. 

For they will never be shaken; the righteous will be kept in everlasting 

remembrance. 

They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; their heart is steadfast, trusting in the 

LORD. 

Their heart is established and will not shrink, until they see their desire up on 

their enemies. 

They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands fast forever; they 

will hold up their head with honor. 

The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and pine away; 

the desires of the wicked will perish. 

SECOND LESSON: 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-16] 

When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery of 

God to you in lofty words or wisdom. For I decided to know nothing 

among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And I came to 

you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. My speech and 

my proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, but 

with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith 

might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God. 

Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or 

of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. But we speak God’s wisdom, 

secret and hidden, which God decreed before the ages for our glory. None of the 

rulers of this age understood this; for if they had, they would not have crucified the 

Lord of glory. 

But, as it is written, 



6 

 

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human 

heart conceived, what God has prepared for those who 

love him”— 

these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches 

everything, even the depths of God. For what human being knows what is truly 

human except the human spirit that is within? So also no one comprehends what is 

truly God’s except the Spirit of God. Now we have received not the spirit of the 

world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts bestowed 

on us by God. [And we speak of these things in words not taught by human wisdom 

but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things to those who are spiritual. 

Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God’s Spirit, for they are 

foolishness to them, and they are unable to understand them because they are 

spiritually discerned. Those who are spiritual discern all things, and they are 

themselves subject to no one else’s scrutiny. 

“For who has known the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the 

mind of Christ.] 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God! 

(Please stand as you are able) 

VERSE / GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Alleluia” 

 

 

GOSPEL Matthew 5:13-20 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its 

saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and 

trampled under foot. 
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“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 

No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on 

the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same 

way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your 

good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I 

have come not to abolish but to fulfill. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth 

pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is 

accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, 

and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but 

whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 

For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, 

you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

(Please be seated.) 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON 

(Please stand if you are able.) 

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Lord, Whole Love in Humble Service” LBW 423 

 

APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Call your people to seek your wisdom in difficult conversations and action. Give the 

church everywhere courage to repent for the ways we have tolerated and practiced 

injustice. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Inspire our wonder at creation, from the light of dawn to the beauty of the dark night. 

Sustain the unseen depths of the ocean to the plants and animals we know well. Bring 

healing to lands and communities experiencing natural disasters. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Instruct the powerful in your ways. Provide upright leadership in business and 

industry, that workers are not oppressed. Throughout the world, inspire voters and 

raise up politicians to heed your call for nations to practice righteousness. Merciful 

God, receive our prayer. 

Loosen the bonds of injustice in our midst. Grant peace to endless quarrels, put an 

end to hunger, and break every yoke of oppression. Shelter all who flee abuse in 

their homes or violence in their communities. Satisfy those afflicted in any way. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Shape our congregation to be salt for the earth. Give us delight in your 

commandments, that we are generous with those in need. Make us steadfast in our 

trust in you, ready with tangible mercy and compassion for our neighbors. Merciful 

God, receive our prayer. 

PRAYER LIST 

Megan; Jim; Jeanine; Tom and Valerie M.; Daniel; Marge M.; Jenn; Lorraine; Rachel; Jeffery 

H.; Mya; Matthew B.; Carol K.; Eric L.; Cleo; Deb H.; Joseph F.; John K.; Rev. Rick Chavez; 

Larissa; Drew D.; Peter S.; Jeannette M; Judy; Karen K; Dave B.; Maryann N.; Shirley S.; 

Jessica; Missy V.; Holy Trinity, Dingmans Ferry. 

The cross and resurrection bring redemption from sin and death. We praise you for 

all whose unshaken faith in Christ shines forth in their witness. Keep them in our 

remembrance and bring us with them into the kingdom of heaven. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power 

revealed in Christ crucified. Amen. 

 

  



9 

 

THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 

(Please share Christ’s peace in social and acceptable ways.) 

(Please be seated) 

 

OFFERING MUSIC: “Trio,” Josef Rheinberger, 

 played by Molly Finkbiner 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 

(Stand as you are able) 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free. 

Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, and 

shape us as people of your justice and freedom. You we magnify and adore, through 

Jesus our Savior, Amen. 

 

 

DIALOGUE 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
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Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the 

Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to 

wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church 

on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and eternal your 

reign. You have filled all creation with light and life; heaven and earth are full of 

your glory. 

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: the promise to Israel, 

the rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land, the words of the prophets; and, 

at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, who proclaimed the good news in 

word and deed and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 

death until he comes. 
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Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord offered 

for us. And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power 

to share with us the great and promised feast. Amen. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in Christ’s body and blood 

may live to the praise of your glory and receive our inheritance with all your saints 

in light. Amen. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place and unite 

them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as victorious 

Lord of all. 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come and taste the joy of God! 

 (Please be seated) 

 
 

“The body of Christ…. Given for you.” “The blood of Christ…. Shed for you.” 

(Please stand as you are able) 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this table. 

Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you. 

Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod ☩ bless, 

strengthen, and uphold you, today and always. Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN: “God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me” 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God. 
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IT’S TIME TO LIGHTEN UP! 

This is a strange time of year. The days are short, the 

nights are long, and even though we dream of more 

daylight, we walk around hoping against hope that 

there won’t be enough sunshine produced for a rodent 

(okay, a groundhog!) to see its own shadow. A quick 

scan of today’s news can be equally as bleak. It is time 

for a little more light in an otherwise dark and dreary 

time. 

Enter Epiphany. The missional emphasis of this 

season shines like a beacon of light and hope in the dead of winter, bringing good news 

in the middle of this world’s not-so-good news. This week God provides the mission in 

Isaiah—feed the hungry, care for the homeless, clothe the naked. Upon accomplishing 

this mission God tells the people, “Your light shall break forth like the dawn.” Paul 

continues his Spirit-led mission, encouraging the church in Corinth, “No eye has seen, 

nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived, what God has prepared for those who love 

him.” Jesus teaches his disciples, “You are the light of the world…Let your light shine 

before others” (Matt. 5:14, 16). Through these words in Jesus’ sermon, he gives followers 

of every day and age a mission to share the light which scatters the darkness. 

Whether you are looking in the news or out the window, things may seem pretty dark and 

dreary at this time of year, but do not miss the light of Epiphany! We are indeed created 

in God’s image, therefore the spark of the divine is alive in all of us. The light shines 

through us as we live out God’s mission for our lives each day. As Epiphany continues, 

we should all be prepared to let our light shine and share the good news. 


