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January 2, 2022 

WELCOME VISITORS!  

We are glad to have you join us in the worship of Our Lord.  

Please sign the guest book at the back of the sanctuary. 

Mask wearing is required. 
 

Today’s Alter Representatives 

Sermon: .................................................................................................. Phil Newlander 

Greeters/Ushers: ......................................................................................... Don Childers 

Lector: ........................................................................................................ Ben Mroz III 

Music: .................................................................................................... Molly Finkbiner 
 

Faith Lutheran Church  
550 Rt. 940 PO Box 228 │ Blakeslee, PA 18610  

Office 570-646-0309 │ Email: faithoffice@faithlutheranblakeslee.org 

Website: www.faithlutheranblakeslee.org 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/Faith-Lutheran-Church-Blakeslee-PA-1721550018126312  
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PRELUDE 

ANNOUNCEMENTS – Located in the back of this booklet 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Please stand as you are able.) 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our 

sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name. Amen 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his sake God 

forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives the power to become 

the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 
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ENTRANCE HYMN: “The First Noel” LBW 56 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE: Glory to God 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
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Let us pray. Almighty God, you have filled us with the new light of the Word who became flesh 

and lived among us. Let the light of our father shine in all that we do; through your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit one God, now and forever. 

Amen.  

 

(Please be seated) 

 

FIRST LESSON: 

The First Lesson is from Isaiah 61:10-62:3 (NRSV) 

10  I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 

    my whole being shall exult in my God; 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 

    he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 

    and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11 For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 

    and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 

so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 

    to spring up before all the nations. 

 
1 For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 

    and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 

until her vindication shines out like the dawn, 

    and her salvation like a burning torch. 
2 The nations shall see your vindication, 

    and all the kings your glory; 

and you shall be called by a new name 

    that the mouth of the Lord will give. 
3 You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, 

    and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

 

Word of God, Word of Life, Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 147:13-20 

13 For he strengthens the bars of your gates; 

 he blesses your children within you. 

 14He grants peace within your borders; 

 he fills you with the finest of wheat. 

 15He sends out his command to the earth; 

 his word runs swiftly. 

 16He gives snow like wool; 

 he scatters frost like ashes. 
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 17He hurls down hail like crumbs — 

 who can stand before his cold? 

 18He sends out his word, and melts them; 

 he makes his wind blow, and the waters flow. 

 19He declares his word to Jacob, 

 his statutes and ordinances to Israel. 

 20He has not dealt thus with any other nation; 

 they do not know his ordinances. 

 Praise the LORD!  

 

SECOND LESSON: 

The Second Lesson is from Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-18 (NRSV) 

3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 

every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 just as he chose us in Christ before the 

foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5 He destined us for 

adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 to the 

praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 

 
15 I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this 

reason 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17 I pray that the 

God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and 

revelation as you come to know him, 18 so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you 

may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 

inheritance among the saints, 

 

Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God! 

 

(Please stand as you are able) 

 

VERSE / GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Alleluia” 
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GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel according to John 1:1-18 (NRSV).   

 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was 

in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him not one 

thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of 

all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the 

light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify 

to the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  
10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 

him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who 

received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 who were 

born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 

father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of 

whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’”) 16 From 

his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 The law indeed was given through Moses; 

grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. It is God the only 

Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

 
(Please be seated) 

 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

 

SERMON  
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HYMN OF THE DAY: “Shine, Jesus, Shine”   WOV 651 

Refrain 

Shine, Jesus, shine 

Fill this land with the Father's glory 

Blaze, Spirit, blaze 

Set our hearts on fire 

Flow, river, flow 

Flood the nations with love and mercy 

Send forth your word 

Lord, and let there be light 

 

Lord, the light of your love is shining 

In the midst of the darkness, shining 

Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us 

Set us free by the truth you now bring us 

Shine on me, shine on me Refrain 

 

As we gaze on your kingly brightness 

So our faces display your likeness 

Ever changing from glory to glory 

Mirrored here may our lives tell your story 

Shine on me, shine on me. Refrain 

 

 

NICENE CREED  

We believe in one God,  

the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God,  

begotten, not made,  

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven;  

by the power of the Holy Spirit  

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen 

 

THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 

 
(Please share Christ’s peace in social and acceptable ways.) (Please be seated) 

 

OFFERING HYMN: “I Wonder as I Wander”  WOV 642  

Played instrumentally by Molly Finkbiner 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 

 
(Stand as you are able) 

 

OFFERTORY SONG: “Oh, What Shall I Render”  

(Sung to the tune of “Away In a Manger”) (Please stand as you are able) 

 

Oh, what shall I render in thanks to my Lord 

for all the good gifts by which I am restored? 

No treasure I tender could ever repay 

God's mercy and faithfulness, new ev'ry day. 

 

My hands take the cup of salvation you give; 

I'll praise you, O God, for as long as I live. 

My thanks will rise up as I call on your name, 

with all of your people your goodness proclaim. 

 

Text: Martin A. Seltz, based on Ps. 116.  © 1998 Augsburg Fortress 
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PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and space, let us pray 

for the church, the world, and all in need. A brief silence. 

You make yourself known in the gift of language in diverse forms. Draw our attention to those 

who communicate through sign, braille, and technology. Make your church a place where all 

methods of communication are celebrated.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Creating God, the sun greets us anew each morning. Thank you for waking us up today to 

witness and share your abundance. Awaken us always to your wisdom and deepen our care for 

your natural world.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Emmanuel, in your name we are assured that you are with us. Train nations and peoples to 

honor and respect one another, especially those whose names and identities have been 

mistreated, neglected, or oppressed.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

You adopt us as your beloved ones. Accompany parents and children navigating the adoption 

process, especially those in the foster system. Sustain those struggling with infertility or 

pregnancy loss. Tenderly embrace all in need.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

You journey with us through change. Guide those assuming new roles in this congregation or 

making transitions in their families, workplaces, or communities. As the seasons and the 

calendar change, equip us for unexpected challenges. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered.  

 

PRAYER LIST 

Mike and Brenda G., Chance, Rich, Erik C, Sabrina, Jason R., Tracey E., Drew D., Margery B, 

Barbara M, Kevin D, Sherry K, Walt D, Adam C. and Family, Judy H., Megan, Jim, Roberta R., 

Mike K., Judi O’D, Diana, Wolcott, Dawn, Jeanine, Allen B., Tom and Valerie M., Ed, the 

congregation of St. Jacobi of Shohola. 

 

We give you thanks for all who modeled lives of loving service (especially Wilhelm Loehe, 

whom we commemorate today). Lead us in your grace until, with all your saints, we enter the 

fullness of your glory. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to you, confident of 

your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen 

 

SENDING HYMN: “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly!” LBW 44 

 
 

SENDING: Go in peace, Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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Preludes: Preludes:  
O Little Town of Bethlehem/See Amid the Winter’s Snow, arranged for Solo Piano by Josie Merlino. 
Live-streamed with permission of Josie Merlino.   
  
Away in a Manger, arranged for Solo Piano by Josie Merlino. 
Live-streamed with permission of Josie Merlino.   
  
Angels We Have Heard On High, arranged for Solo Piano by Josie Merlino. 
Live-streamed with permission of Josie Merlino.   
  
Gathering: “The First Noel”  LBW 56 
The First Noel, English carol, c. 17th century. 
CCLI Song #31047 
Tune and Text: © Public Domain. 
 
Service Music: In Peace Let Us Pray, Lutheran Book of Worship. #AF2019204              

Tune: © 1978 Augsburg Fortress. Text: © 1978 Augsburg Fortress. 

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. 

 
Hymn of Praise: Glory to God, Lutheran Book of Worship.            

Tune: © 1978 Augsburg Fortress. Text: © 1978 Augsburg Fortress. 

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. 

 

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia Lord to Whom Shall We Go, Lutheran Book of Worship. #63981            

Text: © 1978 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. 

 
Hymn of the Day: “Shine, Jesus, Shine”   WOV 651 
“Shine, Jesus, Shine,” Graham Kendrick. 
CCLI Song #30426 
Music and Lyrics: © 1987 Make Way Music (admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 
CCLI License #20635975 and Streaming License #20635982 
 
Offering Hymn: ““I Wonder As I Wander,” John Jacob Niles.  CCLI Song #7061044 
Music: © Public Domain.    
CCLI License #20635975 and Streaming License #20635982. 
 
Offertory Song: “Oh, what shall I render in thanks to my Lord” HFW 983 

Sung to the tune of “Away in a Manger” 

Text: Martin A. Seltz, based on Psalm 116; Music: early North American 

Tune and Text: © Public Domain. 

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved.  

 

Sending: “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”  LBW 44 

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly, Edith Margaret Gellibrand Reed. 
CCLI Song #2868187 
Tune and Text: © Public Domain. 
 
Postlude: 

God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen, arranged for Solo Piano by Josie Merlino. 

Live-streamed with permission of Josie Merlino.   
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         Sunday, January 2, 2022  

 

Scripture Reading: Ephesians 1:3-14 
 

Tomorrow is the first blank page of a 365-page book.  

Write a good one! —Brad Paisley  
 

 
 

 

t’s day 2 of 2022. A new year is before us, a year like every year. It’s a year through which 

we’re going to travel whether we like it or not. But, we’re optimistic, aren’t we?  

But, we better check our compasses to ensure we get to where we want to go. There are four 

points of the compass ⎯ north, east, south and west. These are called the cardinal points. The 

Bible reading above from Ephesians is a compass with four cardinal points, which should guide 

us as we navigate through life.  

 North: We are chosen, verse 4. Note that we were chosen “in Christ before the 

foundation of the world.” So this is where we stand at the beginning of this year. Where? We 

face an unknown future as people who were chosen in the mind of God and according to the 

will of God before continents were formed, oceans came into being and stars were thrown into 

the dark tapestry of the heavens.  

 South: We are children of God. This is personal. We are not children by nature, but by 

adoption, the apostle says. This dovetails with the concept of being chosen. All children are 

special, but an adopted child is even more special because he or she was chosen. Look out over 

the unknown terrain of 2022. Now remember that you are a child of God. Why is this 

important? Do children with loving parents worry about their future? Do they wonder how they 

will survive? Do they even bother themselves with these types of adult concerns? No! They 

have complete and utter confidence that their earthly parents will provide for their needs. 

Now to what might be called the east-west cardinal points. These are east-west compass 

points, based on what the psalmist says in Psalm 103: “As far as the east is from the west, so far 

he removes our transgressions from us” (v. 12). 

West: We are redeemed. This is possible only because of the grace of God that has been 

freely bestowed on us in Christ Jesus (vv. 6-8; see also 2:8-10).  
East: We are forgiven. Everything ugly and unsightly has been blotted out. Our offenses 

against a holy God have been removed and dis-remembered.  

To review: The four cardinal points of the Ephesian compass are the north-south vectors of 

our status as chosen / children of God. The east-west points of redemption and forgiveness 

locate us squarely within God’s vast plan of extravagant grace and salvation. Everything we are 

and hope to be falls within these four vectors, which in themselves encompass God’s eternal 

plan for us.        —Timothy Merrill 
 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, thank you for giving me the assurance that you will not only chart my 

course, but be my Navigator as well. Amen.  

I 
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 Activity Page  

Week of January 2, 2022 

 

Daily Bible Readings 
Sunday: Genesis 1-5 
Monday: Genesis 6-12 
Tuesday: Genesis 13-18 
Wednesday: Genesis 19-23 
Thursday: Genesis 24-28 
Friday: Genesis 29-32 
Saturday: Genesis 33-36 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Each week, HomeTouch will provide daily read-

ings from the Bible that will take you through the 

Bible in one year. Sometimes, we will suggest a 

Verse to Remember. Many HomeTouch readers 

try to memorize these verses; memorization 

stimulates both the mind and the heart! 
 

READ 

THROUG

H THE 

BIBLE IN 

ONE 

YEAR! 
 

 

VERSE TO REMEMBER 
I will bless you; I will make your name great, 

and you will be a blessing. 
—Genesis 12:2 (NIV) 

L 

F E 

R 

I 

A 
G 

SPELLING WHEEL 

DIRECTIONS: How many 
common words of three or 
more letters can you form 
using the letters in the 
wheel to the left? 
 
EACH WORD MUST 
CONTAIN THE LETTER G. 
 
Can you find the word that 
has seven letters in it? 
Suggested answers are 
below. 
 
10 words  =  Good 
14 words  =  Excellent 
17+ words = Genius! 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Meetings 

AA Meeting – Tuesday and Friday at 12 noon and Thursday at 10 am. 

Choir: Postponed till further notice. 

Boomwhackers, Bells and Chimes: Will resume on Wednesday, January 5th at 5:00 p.m. 

TOMEC Meeting: – Monday, January 3 at 1 pm. 

Worship Committee Meeting: Wednesday, January 5th at 7 pm via Zoom. 

 

Blood Drive: January 19th from 1 – 6 pm. Call 1-800-733-2767 or redcrossblood.org to register 

 

Bible Study: We will be off December 26th and January 2, 2022 and resume on January 9th starting with  

John 16. Tom H. (570) 972-6331. 

 

The Amazing Magi: A Father’s Day special Saturday, June 18 at 3 pm. 

 

 
 

Bulletin Sponsors and Flower Donations: New 2022 Bulletin located in the foyer table entrance of the 

church. In-house bulletin for $10 and $20 towards silk flowers or you may bring your own fresh flowers.  


