Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
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August 16, 2026
WELCOME!

If you are a visitor, please sign the guest book in the narthex. If you are seeking a church
home, we joyfully invite you to join with us; please speak to me, Pastor Jami Possinger.

Holy Communion is open to all baptized believers who trust that the Lord is present for
them in His Supper.

Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices to fully enter into this time of
worship.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Flowers and Bulletins: donated by Phil and Ruth Newlander in celebration of Ariana’s birthday
and Khori & Jessica’s anniversary!

Altar Service Signup: Volunteers are needed to set-up, bake bread, and clean up after
communion. Please email Jan Frantz at Boris_fan@yahoo.com to help.

Bulletin Sponsors and Flower Donations: Sign-up sheets for 2026 are on the table in the foyer
entrance of the church. In-house bulletin for $10 and $10 towards silk flowers, or you may bring
your own fresh flowers. Please complete the requisition form with your dedication note.

Faith Fellowship Team: Our mission is encouraging interaction, building relationships, and
creating a sense of belonging within the congregation and with the local community. If you're
interested in becoming part of the Faith Fellowship Team, please contact Sara Cornell at 570-
472-5560 or at saracornelll0@gmail.com.

MEETINGS/EVENTS
AA Meetings: Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday at 12 p.m.

American Red Cross Blood Drive: Sept. 16, 1 p.m.-6 p.m. Please call 800-733-2767 to pre-
register.

Annual Congregational Meeting: Sunday, September 20, 2026, after worship service.

Applefest: Saturday, September 26, 2026. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Quilt Raffle ticket $5 each or 5
for $20.

Bible Study: Sessions on Sundays, 8 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Studying Joshua.
Bible Study: Wednesdays, 11 a.m. to Noon with Pastor Jami.
Choir Rehearsals: resume in September from 8:30 - 9:15 a.m.

Faith Book Club: The current selection is “Borrowed Babies: The Hidden History of the
Practice Baby Programs,” by Dr. Sara Cornell. Discussion will be held after worship service
on Sept. 6 at Murphy’s Loft.

Faith Library: Please see one of the “Little Librarians” or Sara Cornell with any donations
or questions.

Faithful Community Quilters: Second Monday of the month, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Free Community Lunch: First Tuesday of each month. (Sept. 1) 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. Five Loaf
House,133 Firehouse Road, Pocono Pines.

Holy Grounds Coffee Hour: Fellowship will be held after worship on the second Sunday of
each month. Volunteers to host are needed—please sign up on the sheet in the back of
the church.

Pastor  Jami Possinger has weekly office hours. Confidential email:
pastor@faithlutheranblakeslee.org or private cell phone: 610-216-9951
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In Isaiah we hear that God’s house shall be a house of prayer for all people and that God will gather the
outcasts of Israel. The Canaanite woman in today’s gospel is a Gentile, an outsider, who is unflinching in her
request that Jesus heal her daughter. As Jesus commends her bold faith, how might our church extend its
mission to those on the margins of society? In our gathering around word and meal we receive strength to be
signs of comfort, healing, and justice for those in need.

PRELUDES: “There is a Fountain,”
“Three Spirituals for Organ in Jazz Styles: Balm in Gilead”

Please rise as you are able.

GATHERING HYMN
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE

Now the Feast and Celebration
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. Teach us as
disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, that your name may
be known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.

FIRST READING Isaiah 56:1, 6-8

The prophet calls upon Israel to do justice in view of God’s imminent intervention to save. Righteousness and
obedience define who belongs to the Israelite community—not race, nationality, or any other category.

' Thus says the LORD:

Maintain justice, and do what is right, for soon my salvation will come and my deliverance be
revealed. ¢ And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, to minister to him, to love the
name of the LORD, and to be his servants, all who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it and
hold fast my covenant— " these I will bring to my holy mountain and make them joyful in my
house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar, for my
house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples. ¢ Thus says the Lord GOD, who gathers
the outcasts of Israel: I will gather others to them besides those already gathered.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 67
Let all the peoples praise you, O God. (Ps. 67:3)

'May God be merciful to us and bless us; may the light of God’s face shine upon us.
> Let your way be known upon earth, your saving health among all nations.
' Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.

‘Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity
and guide all the nations on earth.

> Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.
*The earth has brought forth its increase; God, our own God, has blessed us.

"May God give us blessing, and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.




SECOND READING: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and gifts of God are irrevocable so that, while all have been
disobedient, God has mercy upon all.

[Paul writes:] ! I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! [ myself am an Israelite,
a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2 God has not rejected his people
whom he foreknew. » For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. * Just as you were
once disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, *' so also
they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they also may now
receive mercy. ¥ For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.
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E C ion:
s 4. ongregation % l
(- — ¥ . - T a—— e — ]
D)
Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-Iu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we
guxﬁré T i { — i 1"
ANV j‘ j - !¥ s iI
e S —
go? You have the wordsof e -ter - nal
s & Optional Repeat
1 W t » | 1 2 | 3 y +
IYQ} b | - ,%s i L‘ d T I‘ - J
o % 2
life. Al-le-lu - ia!
GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the heart rather than outward religious observances.
Almost immediately, this teaching is tested when a woman considered to be a religious outsider approaches

him for help.
['° [Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:" it is not what
goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.”
2 Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense
. when they heard what you said?” * He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly
Father has not planted will be uprooted. # Let them alone; they are blind guides
of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit.”
s But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” '* Then he said, “Are you
also still without understanding? 7 Do you not see that whatever goes into the
mouth enters the stomach and goes out into the sewer? '* But what comes out of
the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. ' For out of the heart
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come evil intentions, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander. 2 These
are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.”]

21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 2 Just then a Canaanite
woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of
David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” » But he did not answer her at all. And his
disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 2 He
answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” > But she came and knelt
before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 2 He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food
and throw it to the dogs.” 7 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall
from their masters’ table.” 2 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be
done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed from that moment.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S TIME
SERMON
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of

God’s creation.
A brief silence.

For believers around the world who stream to your holy mountain, that all be united in faith
and harmony in the body of Christ. Let your church on earth be a witness to the beloved
community of your heavenly kingdom. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For your wondrous creation, that it thrives and flourishes as you intend. Raise up wise
stewards to defend the natural world against carelessness and destruction. Safeguard
endangered species and their habitats. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For the nations of the world and all in authority, that they heed the cry of the outcast and
ensure care for the most vulnerable. Give wisdom to leaders of countries, congregations, and
communities, that they lead and serve justly. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For all who are lonely, grieving, or struggling with chronic pain, that they find comfort,
community, and hope. Send relief to all who struggle with illness of any kind. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

For this congregation, for visitors and those new to this faith community, that all may
recognize the presence of Christ in each new face. Draw this community together in love and
strengthen it in unwavering faith. Merciful God, receive our prayer.



PRAYER LIST
Jim H.; Megan; Larissa, Denis H.; William, Richard Z.; Danielle S.; David S.; Michael K., Gail and Bob C.;
Shirley S.,; Justin E.; Ed. T.; Dale H.; Tom. M.; Wilbur B.; Holy Trinity, Dingman’s Ferry

For the saints before us whose work is done, that their faithful example continues to direct

your church. May their witness remind us that your gifts and calling are irrevocable, whether
in life or death. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name
of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING MUSIC: “Azmon,” Charles Callahan, played by Molly Finkbiner.
OFFERTORY SONG
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OFFERING PRAYER

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share
freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of
Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise.
PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this
day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
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everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness
endures from age to age. Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for
saving the earth from the waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely
through the sea. Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of
milk and honey. Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. Praise to
you for the death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all
nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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With this bread and cup, we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim
the mystery of faith:
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Christ has died. Christ is ris-en. Christ will come, come a - gain.

O God of resurrection and new life:

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast.
Grace our table with your presence.

Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the
world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.

Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and
moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!
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LAMB OF GOD
Congregation: Congregation or Assistant:
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Text and Music: Marty Haugen: © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc.
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.
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SONG AFTER COMMUNION
Praise to You, O God of Mercy
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the
abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love
freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit
nourishing us now and forever. Amen.
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BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, = one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always. Amen.

SENDING HYMN LBW 559
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DISMISSAL

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! Thanks be to God.
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August 16™, 2026 — Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

Prelude:

There is a Fountain, Don Hustad. © 1996 Hope Publishing Company. #123907. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All
rights reserved.

Three Spirituals for Organ in Jazz Styles: Balm in Gilead, Joe Utterback. © 1993 Joe Utterback.

Gathering Song:
Shout to the Lord, Darlene Zschech. © 1993 Darlene Zschech/Hillsongs Australia, admin. Integrity Music, Inc. #247106. Reprinted with permission
under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved.

Hymn of the Day:
Healer of Our Every Ill, Marty Haugen. © 1987, GIA Publications, Inc. #00115. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights
reserved.

Offering Music:
Azmon, Charles Callahan. © 2006 Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a division of MorningStar Music Publishers. #10-597.6. Reprinted with
permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved.

Offering Song:
We Are An Offering, Dwight Liles. © 1984 Word Music, LLC. #16220. CCLI License #20635975 and Streaming License #20635982.

Communion Music:
Gather Us In, Marty Haugen. © 1982, GIA Publications, Inc. #00031. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights reserved.

Sending Hymn:
Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing, Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt., Tune: Carl G. Glaser, 1784-1829.

Postlude:
Olivet, Charles Callahan. © 2006 Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a division of MorningStar Music Publishers. #10-597.82. Reprinted with
permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights reserved.

Service Music:
Kyrie, Avon Gillespie. © Avon Gillespie, 1987, GIA Publications, Inc. #94856. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights
reserved.

Now the Feast and Celebration: Now the Feast, Marty Haugen. © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. #01108. Reprinted with permission under ONE
LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved.

Now the Feast and Celebration: Gospel Verse, Marty Haugen. © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. #01111. Reprinted with permission under ONE
LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved.

Now the Feast and Celebration: Holy, Marty Haugen. © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. #G3488H. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #
A-726919. All rights reserved.

Now the Feast and Celebration: Eucharistic Acclamation, Marty Haugen. © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. #01114. Reprinted with permission under
ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved.

Now the Feast and Celebration: Lamb of God, Marty Haugen. © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. #01116. Reprinted with permission under ONE
LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved.

Now the Feast and Celebration: Thanks Be To You, Marty Haugen. © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. #01117. Reprinted with permission under ONE
LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved.
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WE ARE BEGGARS, THIS IS TRUE

“"We are beggars; this is true.” These are reported to be Martin Luther’s last written
words. Christians are “beggars” for God’s grace, undeserving but graced nonetheless.
A beggar’s faith focuses not on what is given or accomplished or believed, but on what
is received: the healing and sustenance desperately longed for and needed.

In today’s gospel, the Canaanite woman is such a “beggar” for Jesus’ healing for her
daughter. She is denied a place at the table at first, but she will accept even “crumbs”
in the faith that Jesus’ healing power and love are intended even for her. As a gentile,
she inhabits the margins of Jesus’ mission “to the lost sheep of the house of Israel”
(Matt. 15:24). Jesus’ eventual response to her beggar’s faith reveals that the love of
God even encompasses the margins.

Marginalized or not, we are all beggars before God, as Paul reminds the Romans—all
“imprisoned . . . in disobedience” (Rom. 11:32) and dependent on God. Thus, our sense
of “insider” and “outsider” crumbles in the face of our common need and God’s abundant
mercy to all. Instead of dividing those who have a place at the table and those who get
crumbs, we have an opportunity to share hospitality with our fellow beggars.

It can be challenging to see ourselves as beggars. Today the Canaanite woman becomes
our model, as she persists with both humility and audacity. As disciples of Jesus and
“beggars” for God’s grace, we live the same paradox of humility and audacity, boldly
coming to Jesus and humbly acknowledging our need. Even though crumbs from God’s
table would be enough for us, we are offered instead the abundance of Jesus’ own self
in bread and wine and invited to share this abundance with insider and outsider alike.
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* (ift Baskets

» Seasonal Crafts

* Handmade Gifts

* Quilt Raffle

 Homemade Jams/Baked Goods
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AUGUST 23 through OCTOBER 11

Our homeless population is growing daily due to housing shortage, high
rents/purchase prices and iliness/debt. The FAITHFUL QUILTERS group is
supporting the Blessing Bags project and have made over 100 cloth bags
for reuse. Our job is to fill them!

Let's show some love the women, children and men who live in cars, travel
to parks to sleep or bunk in periodically with others. Let's show some love
by filling the bags — we already have hats and scarves but need:

Tooth brushes Gloves Hand sanitizers
Tooth paste Lip Balm THANK You!!!
Deodorant Lotions
Wet Wipes
Combs
Socks Vaseline
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