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PRELUDE/ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

GATHERING (please stand as you are able) 

We gather in the name of God, the Creator of Light: Jesus the Light of the 

World; and the Holy Spirit, the Light who illumines our path.  Amen. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS   
 

Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure and 

whose steadfast love endures forever. Together let us honestly and humbly 
confess that we have not lived as God desires. 

 
Loving and forgiving God:  we confess that we are held captive by sin. In 

spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We have not welcomed 
the stranger; we have not loved our neighbor; we have not been Christ 

to one another.  Restore us, O God. Wake us up and turn us from our 

sin. Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 
 

People of God, hear this good news: by God’s endless grace your sins are 
forgiven, and you are free—free from all that holds you back and free to live in 

the peaceable realm of God. May you be strengthened in God’s love, ☩ 

comforted by Christ’s peace, and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP (see the bulletin) 

 

KYRIE 

 

Forgive us Lord, we struggle to hope. 

Lord have mercy 

 

Forgive us Lord, we struggle to love. 

Christ have mercy 

 

Forgive us Lord, we struggle with anger. 

Lord have mercy. 

 

GREETING 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing. 

May we abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray…  Amen    (please be seated)  
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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT:  Lighting the Candle 
of Peace 

 
The second candle is the candle of PEACE. Peace is the 

gift of God, the assurance that we are right with him. 
 

It was of peace the angels sang as their great light filled the heavens 
and the shepherds learned of the Christmas gift of God in Jesus Christ. 

 
Jesus told us that the peace he gives us is a peace which can be found in no 

other place, from no other one. It is wholeness, health, life itself. 
 

Jesus Christ is our Peace… Peace on earth, good will to those with 
whom God is pleased. O God, make us peaceful. Amen. 

 

“Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” – Verse 2   
 

Light two candles to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness. 
He shall feed the flock like a shepherd, gently lead them homeward. 

 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

The third candle is the candle of JOY. We are told that the magi, 
when they saw the star over the place where Jesus was, “rejoiced 

exceedingly with great joy.” 
 

May the light of Christ bring us joy. (Light the third candle.) 
 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and 
blossom; like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and 

singing … They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God.  
           (Isaiah 35:1-2). 

God, turn our days to joy that we may serve you always. Fill us with a 
sense of expectancy and wonder as we continue to prepare for the 

amazing blessings of the holy birth. Amen. 
 

“Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” – Verse 3   
 

Light three candles to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness. 
Lift your heads and lift high the gateway  for the King of glory. 
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Fourth Sunday of Advent  
 

The fourth candle is the candle of LOVE. It was because of 

God the Father’s love that he sent his only begotten Son. 

 

Because of his coming and his love, we, with the rest of creation, may 

know his salvation. 

 

Nothing makes sense without love. It transforms justice to compassion, interest 

to concern, wisdom to understanding. It lasts when all else has failed.   

          (Light the candle.) 

 

God of love, God who incarnated love in your Son, help us to love even 

as you have loved. Amen. 

 
“Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” – Verse 4 

 
 Light four candles to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness. 

 He is coming, tell the glad tidings. Let your lights be shining! 
 

 

FIRST READING 
The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God!  
 

PSALM  (Read responsively by verse)   
 

SECOND READING 
The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (please stand as you are able) 
 

We prepare for you, O Lord.  Your words give us hope for life with you.  

Alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL READING 
The Holy Gospel according to     the    chapter. 

Glory to you O Lord. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.  (please be seated) 

 

MESSAGE 



4 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  (Please be seated.  Quietly read the words of the hymn 

found in the weekly bulletin while listening to the music.) 

 

STATEMENT OF FAITH (please stand as you are able) 

Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is the one true Church, whose faith we 

now declare. 
 

Into the silence of the void the Creator spoke, and the world came into being. 

The Word of God in the vastness brought light from darkness, matter from 

nothing, flesh from dust, life from lifelessness. 

 

In the quiet of a small town in Palestine the Word of God came to us. Even 

though of one being with the Creator, Jesus our Christ, taking on human form, 

was born, lived, and walked among us, speaking words of life. He was 

crucified, died, and was buried. He rose from the dead and speaks to us today. 

He is the one who saves us from ourselves. 

 

In the stillness of our souls the Spirit of God, who is one with the Creator and 

the Christ, whispers the Word, and calls us back to the Creator, back to the 

Christ, back to the wholeness of everlasting life in the unity of the Creator, 

Christ and Spirit.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 

God of power and might, comfort your people and come quickly to this weary 

world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need. 
 

The prayers for the week continue.  Each petition ends with: “Hear us O God.”  

The assembly responds with: “Your mercy is great.” 

 

The final petition: 

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ.  Amen. 

 

THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

And also with you.  (please stay at your seat and share a sign of peace with 

your neighbors, then be seated. Those in the parking lot may greet with a 

honk.) 

 

THE OFFERING 

The offering is presented for the mission of the church, 

including the care of those in need. 
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OFFERING PRAYER   

 
Generous God, you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every 

season. Bless all that we offer, that through these gifts the world will receive 
your blessing. In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. Amen. 

 

DIALOGUE (please stand as you are able) 

 
The Lord be with you.    And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
PREFACE 

  

At the beginning of creation God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light.  

God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the 

darkness. God led the Israelites through the desert with a pillar of cloud by day 

and a pillar of fire by night.  The priests of old kept a perpetual fire burning in 

the Temple to remind us that God’s light cannot be extinguished. 

Jesus, the Word, who was with God since the beginning of creation, became 

flesh and lived among us. Christ's light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 

did not overcome it.  With our lights burning brightly, we now join the saints 

and angels in a hymn of praise to God, the Everlasting Light.  Amen.  

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord,    
God of power and might.   

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.   
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.    

Hosanna in the highest.    
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, for you have given your only-

begotten Son that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal 

life. We give you thanks for the salvation you have granted to us through Jesus, 

the Word made flesh, the child of Mary; the Light of the world, our Immanuel. 

Send the Spirit of your Son into our hearts, that as your beloved children we 

may welcome our Savior who comes to us in his body and blood. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus 

took bread, and gave thanks. Then he broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me. 

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup and he blessed it, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 
of me. 

  
With this bread and cup, we remember Christ’s life among us; his fellowship 

with outcasts, his eating with sinners, his healing of the sick, his care for the 

poor.  Send your Holy Spirit upon us and on this bread and wine, that we who 
share this meal may become a holy communion, the body of Christ in the world. 

 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory 

and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 

daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Even as we watch and wait, Christ is here. Come, eat and drink.  (please be 

seated) 

 

Hold your cups by the rim, life up the thin film covering the wafer.   “This is the body 

of Christ…. Given for you”    

 

Still holding the cup by the rim, carefully peel back the second covering until you can 

drink the juice.    “This is the blood of Christ… Shed for you” 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING  

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and fill you with His 

hope, peace, joy and love. Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Gracious and abundant God, you have done great things for us, and we rejoice. 

In this bread and cup you give us life forever. In your boundless mercy, 
strengthen us and open our hearts to the world’s needs, for the sake of Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

BLESSING 
 

The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected Savior fill 

you with love, the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, ☩ now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG (Quietly read the words of the hymn found in the weekly 

bulletin while listening to the music.) 

 

SENDING 

Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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