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October 23, 2022 

 

Welcome! 

 

We are glad to have you join us 

in the worship of Our Lord. 

Please sign the guest book at 

the back of the sanctuary. 

 

Mask wearing is optional if 

you are fully vaccinated. 

 

Today’s Altar Servers 

Worship Leader:....... Ben Mroz III 

Greeters/Ushers: ..... Phil Anderson 

Lector: .................. Phil Newlander 

Music: ................. Molly Finkbiner 

 

Faith Lutheran Church 

550 Rt. 940 PO Box 228 

Blakeslee, PA 18610 

Office 570-646-0309 

 

Email: 

faithoffice@faithlutheranblakeslee.org 

 

Website: 

www.faithlutheranblakeslee.org 

 

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/Faith-

Lutheran-Church-Blakeslee-PA-

1721550018126312 

 

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Flowers and Bulletin: Sponsored by Phil Anderson, “In memory of 

my wife, Deborah J. Anderson who passed on October 25, 2021.” 

Reformation Sunday, October 30 and All Saint’s Day, November 6: 

Pastor Kuritz will be presiding over both services. 

Reminder: All Saint’s Day Sunday- If there is a loved one you would 

like to commemorate, print their name on the list in the back of the 

church. If you wish to dedicate a rose in memory of your loved one, 

completed request forms are due today, October 23, 2022. 

Prayer List Request: We will begin to update the list on November 13, 

2022. Please review the people on your prayer list and let us know how 

they are doing. 

MEETINGS 

AA Meeting: Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday at 12 p.m. 

Choir rehearsals: Sunday mornings, 8:30 a.m. 

Instrument rehearsal and Sunday School: Wednesdays, 5 p.m. 

Molly is looking for eight people interested in playing the tone chimes 

for our service on Christmas Eve. Rehearsals would be Wednesday 

evenings at 6:00 p.m., beginning on Wednesday, November 9th. 

Please talk to Molly if interested! 

Faithful Community Quilters: Second Monday of the month, 10 a.m. 

– 3 p.m. 

Bible Study: Each Sunday, 7:30 a.m. in the Community Room. 

Trunk or Treat at Pocono Lake Wesleyan Church: Saturday, 

October 29, 4-7 p.m. 

American Red Cross Blood Drive, Wednesday, November 23, 2022, 

1 p.m. to 6 p.m. Please call 1-800-733-2767 to preregister. 

Pastor Kuritz has weekly office hours: hours are posted on the white 

boards at the back of the church or to contact him, use his private email: 

pastor@faithlutheranblakeslee.org 

Bulletin Sponsors and Flower Donations: 2022 Bulletin/Flower sign-

up located in the foyer table entrance of the church. In-house bulletin 

for $10 and $20 towards silk flowers or you may bring your own fresh 

flowers. 

Usher and Lector Volunteers needed, contact Jacquie Halko. Please 

call (570) 646-3922 or email at jacquie5444@yahoo.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Faith-Lutheran-Church-Blakeslee-PA-1721550018126312
https://www.facebook.com/Faith-Lutheran-Church-Blakeslee-PA-1721550018126312
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mailto:jacquie5444@yahoo.com
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Genuine repentance and pretentious piety stand in stark contrast in the gospel and 

all around us. All creation stands in need of God’s forgiveness. Keep the faith. God’s 

people shall be accounted righteous for Jesus’ sake. Our God is merciful to sinners. 

For this we worship and glorify God forever. 

PRELUDES: “The Church’s One Foundation”, “Contemplation”, “Eternal Father 

Strong to Save” 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is eager to forgive and who loves us 

beyond our days. Amen. 

Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of mercy and forgiveness, 

we confess that sin still has a hold on us. 

We have harmed your good creation. 

We have failed to do justice, 

love kindness, 

and walk humbly with you. 

Turn us in a new direction. 

Show us the path that leads to life. 

Be our refuge and strength on the journey, 

through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. 

Amen. 

Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole. God points the 

way to new life in Christ, who meets us on the road. Journey now in God’s abiding 

love 

through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN: “Built on a Rock” LBW 365 
 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
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KYRIE 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 
 

Holy God, our righteous judge, daily your mercy surprises us with everlasting 

forgiveness. Strengthen our hope in you, and grant that all the peoples of the earth 

may find their glory in you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen.  
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FIRST LESSON: Genesis 32:22-31 

Although our iniquities testify against us, act, O LORD, for your name’s sake; our 

apostasies indeed are many, and we have sinned against you. O hope of Israel, its 

savior in time of trouble, why should you be like a stranger in the land, like a traveler 

turning aside for the night? Why should you be like someone confused, like a mighty 

warrior who cannot give help? Yet you, O LORD, are in the midst of us, and we are 

called by your name; do not forsake us! 

Thus says the LORD concerning this people: Truly they have loved to wander, they 

have not restrained their feet; therefore the LORD does not accept them, now he will 

remember their iniquity and punish their sins. 

Have you completely rejected Judah? Does your heart loathe Zion? Why have you 

struck us down so that there is no healing for us? We look for peace, but find no 

good; for a time of healing, but there is terror instead. We acknowledge our 

wickedness, O LORD, the iniquity of our ancestors, for we have sinned against you. 

Do not spurn us, for your name’s sake; do not dishonor your glorious throne; 

remember and do not break your covenant with us. Can any idols of the nations bring 

rain? Or can the heavens give showers? Is it not you, O LORD our God? We set our 

hope on you, for it is you who do all this. 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

PSALM 84:1-7 

How dear to me is your dwelling, 

O LORD of hosts! 

My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the LORD; 

my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 

Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest where she may lay her 

young, 

by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts, my king and my God. 

Happy are they who dwell in your house! 

They will always be praising you. 

Happy are the people whose strength is in you, 

whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way. 

Those who go through the balsam valley will find it a place of springs, 

for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 

They will climb from height to height, 

and the God of gods will be seen in Zion. 
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SECOND LESSON: 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 

As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my departure 

has come. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 

From now on there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 

the righteous judge, will give me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who 

have longed for his appearing. 

At my first defense no one came to my support, but all deserted 

me. May it not be counted against them! But the Lord stood by 

me and gave me strength, so that through me the message might 

be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. So I was 

rescued from the lion’s mouth. The Lord will rescue me from 

every evil attack and save me for his heavenly kingdom. To him 

be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God! 
 

 

VERSE / GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Alleluia” (Please stand as you are able.) 

GOSPEL Luke 18:9-14 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 18th Chapter. 
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Jesus also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves 

that they were righteous and regarded others with contempt: 

“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and 

the other a tax collector. The Pharisee, standing by himself, 

was praying thus, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other 

people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax 

collector. I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.’ 

But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even look 

up to heaven, but was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be 

merciful to me, a sinner!’ I tell you, this man went down to 

his home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, 

but all who humble themselves will be exalted.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 

(Please be seated.) 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

SERMON 
(Please stand as you are able after the sermon.) 

HYMN OF THE DAY: “My Hope is Built on Nothing Less” LBW 294 

 

APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

In gratitude and humility, let us join together in prayer on behalf of all of God’s 

creation. 

A brief silence. 

God of mercy, you are in the midst of us and we are called by your name. Inspire 

your church to serve and love all people with the unceasing grace you extend to us. 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

God of all creation, you formed a world where even the sparrow finds a home. 

Preserve the beauty and diversity of all creatures with whom we share the earth. 

Lead us to protect all living things. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

God of peace, you are an ever-present help in time of trouble. Rescue families and 

nations torn apart by violence and warfare. Unite all people toward common goals 

of reconciliation and peace for every person. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

God of hope, you stand with the suffering and give strength. Comfort your people 

filled with fear or anger, anxiety or shame. Bring healing to all who are sick in body, 

mind, or spirit. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

God of restoration, you call us to trust in you and not ourselves alone. Make this 

congregation a community of humility and repentance, ready to encounter you in 

love and follow in your ways. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

PRAYER LIST 

Megan; Jim; Jeanine; Jean Marie; Tom and Valerie M.; Daniel; Marge M.; Jenn; 

Lorraine; Rachel; Jeffery H.; Mya; Matthew B.; Wilbur; Carol K.; Joe M.; Roberta 

and Tony R.; Eric L.; Cleo; Deb H. 
 

God of eternal life, to you be the glory forever. We give you thanks for James of 

Jerusalem and all who have fought the good fight, finished the race, kept the faith, 

and now live with you. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

With grateful hearts we commend our spoken and silent prayers to you, O God; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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Let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

 
(Please share Christ’s peace in social and acceptable ways.) 

(Please be seated.) 

 

 

OFFERING MUSIC: “The Church’s One Foundation,” setting by Anne Krentz, 

Organ played by Molly Finkbiner 
 

(Please stand as you are able) 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of these 

gifts a banquet of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need; through 

Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. Amen. 

BLESSING 

God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with truth and 

peace. And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, guide you always in faith, hope, and 

love. Amen. 

SENDING HYMN: “Jesus Shall Reign” LBW 530 

DISMISSAL: 

Go in peace, with Christ beside you. Thanks be to God. 
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Fractured Hearts 

At first glance, the Pharisee in Jesus’ parable seems to be doing everything right. He 

attends worship faithfully, he offers thankful prayers to God, he tithes 10 percent of 

his income, and he even fasts regularly. That’s an impressive list! However, it’s not 

the state of his spiritual habits that Jesus reproaches, but the state of his heart. The 

Pharisee is diligent and observant, but he is putting trust in himself and his own piety 

rather than in God. 

Martin Luther interpreted the first commandment, “You shall have no other gods 

before me” (Exodus 20:3), to mean that we should put our whole confidence in God 

alone, trusting in God above all else. Our hearts should cling to God, Luther said. 

When our hearts start clinging to other things, as the Pharisee’s did to his religious 

routine, we turn those things into idols. 

In one version of the communal confession we use in worship, we admit to God: 

“We have not loved you with our whole heart” (ELW, p. 95). Despite our best 

intentions, our hearts can become fractured, clinging to all kinds of things before 

they cling to God. Sometimes all that’s left for God is a tiny portion of our hearts. 

The words of the confession reorient us by reminding us of our dependence on God 

and our need for God’s grace. We echo the prayer of the tax collector in Jesus’ 

parable: “God, be merciful to us sinners!” 

No matter how fractured our hearts become, though, God’s response to our prayers 

will always be the same. God overflows with mercy and compassion toward us. At 

the end of our confession, we receive the assurance of forgiveness in Christ. That 

good news is for everyone—Pharisees and tax collectors alike. We are all God’s 

beloved children, freed and forgiven by the radical grace of God. 

 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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