
 

WELCOME VISITORS! 

We are glad to have you join us in 

the worship of Our Lord. 

Please sign the guest book at the 

back of the sanctuary. Mask 

wearing is optional if fully 

immunized. 

 

Today’s Alter Representatives 

Worship Leader: ................. Tom Hutton 

Greeters/Ushers: ..................... Judie Tim 

Lector: ........................... Phil Newlander 

Music: ...........................Molly Finkbiner 

 

Faith Lutheran Church 

550 Rt. 940 PO Box 228 

Blakeslee, PA 18610 

Office 570-646-0309 

Email: 
faithoffice@faithlutheranblakeslee.org 

Website: 

www.faithlutheranblakeslee.org 

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/Faith-Lutheran-

Church-Blakeslee-PA-1721550018126312 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Bulletin Sponsors and Flower Donations: A sign-up 

sheet for 2023 is on the table in the foyer entrance of the 

church. In-house bulletin for $10 and $20 towards silk 

flowers, or you may bring your own fresh flowers. 

Usher and Lector Volunteers needed, contact Jacquie 

Halko. Please call (570) 646-3922 or email at 

jacquie5444@yahoo.com. 

 

MEETINGS 

AA Meeting: Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday at 12 p.m. 

American Red Cross Blood Drive: Wednesday, March 

15, 2023, 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. Please call 1-800-733-2767 to 

pre-register. 

Bible Study: Each Sunday, 7:30 a.m. in the Community 

Room. 

Choir rehearsals: Sunday mornings, 8:30 a.m. 

Instrument rehearsal and Sunday School: Wednesdays, 

5 p.m. 

Faithful Community Quilters: Second Monday of the 

month, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

Pastor Kuritz has weekly office hours. Hours are posted 

on the white boards at the back of the church, or you may 

contact him using his confidential email: 

pastor@faithlutheranblakeslee.org 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Faith-Lutheran-Church-Blakeslee-PA-1721550018126312
https://www.facebook.com/Faith-Lutheran-Church-Blakeslee-PA-1721550018126312
mailto:jacquie5444@yahoo.com
mailto:pastor@faithlutheranblakeslee.org
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Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, they are those who do justice, love kindness, and 

walk humbly with God. For Paul, they are the ones who find wisdom in the weakness of the cross. 

For Jesus, they are the poor, the meek, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, those who 

mourn, and those who hunger for righteousness. In baptism we find our blessed identity and calling 

in this countercultural way of living and serving. 

PRELUDE: “Just As I Am”; “It is Well with My Soul” 

WELCOME 

(Please stand as you are able.) 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who makes all things new, whose mercy 

endures forever. Amen. 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy One, source of our renewal, we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and 

cannot free ourselves. We have not practiced your righteousness. Our hearts 

have turned away from you. For the sake of the world you so love, forgive us, 

that we may be reconciled to one another for the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass and new things I now 

declare.” God’s mercy makes us new. We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our 

Savior. Amen. 

ENTRANCE HYMN: “Dearest Jesus, at Your Word” LBW 248 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
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KYRIE 

 

 
 

 

 

 
  



4 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE: Glory to God 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly 

and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance 

in striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world may see the life of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

(Please be seated) 

FIRST READING: Micah 6:1-8 

Hear what the LORD says: 

Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills 

hear your voice. Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the 

LORD, and you enduring foundations of the earth; for the LORD 

has a controversy with his people, and he will contend with 

Israel. 

“O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied 

you? Answer me! For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you 

from the house of slavery; and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. O my 

people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor 

answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the 

saving acts of the LORD.” 

“With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before God on high? 

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will the LORD 

be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give 

my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” He 

has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to 

do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

PSALM: 15 

LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? Who may abide upon your holy hill? 

Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, who speak the truth 

from their heart; 
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they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; they do not 

cast discredit up on a neighbor. 

In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the 

LORD. They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word. 

They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the 

innocent. Those who do these things shall never be overthrown. 

 

 

SECOND LESSON: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who 

are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the 

power of God. For it is written, “I will destroy the 

wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the 

discerning I will thwart.” Where is the one who is wise? 

Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? 

Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For 

since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 

through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of 

our proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks 

desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and 

foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 

the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human 

wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. Consider your own 

call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not many 

were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the 

world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 

God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to 

nothing things that are, so that no one might boast in the presence of God. He is the 

source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and 

righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it is written, “Let 

the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God! 

(Please stand as you are able) 
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VERSE / GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Alleluia” 

 

 

GOSPEL Matthew 5:1-12 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and 

after he sat down, his disciples came to him. Then he began 

to speak, and taught them, saying: 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. 

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven. 

“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 

evil against you falsely on my account. 

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they 

persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

(Please be seated.) 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

SERMON 
(Please stand if you are able.) 

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Make me a Channel of Your Peace” 
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APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Cultivate humility in your church. In gatherings of every size, teach us to boast only 

in the cross. Shape your church to be people of kindness, generosity, and justice. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

The foundations of the earth bear witness to your faithfulness; the mountains and 

hills echo with your holiness. When we mistreat your creation, show us the error of 

our ways. Inspire us with reverent awe to honor all you have made. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

You make foolish the wisdom of the world. Raise up honorable leaders who seek 

justice, love mercy, and pursue peace. Frustrate plans that are corrupt, wicked, and 

self-seeking. Prosper the work of peacemakers. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Bless all whom the world rejects. Accompany those who are regarded as foolish, 

weak, low, and despised; reveal your power and presence at work where it is least 

expected. Give your life, strength, and wisdom to all in need. Merciful God, receive 

our prayer. 
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PRAYER LIST 

Megan; Jim; Jeanine; Tom and Valerie M.; Daniel; Marge M.; Jenn; Lorraine; Rachel; Jeffery 

H.; Mya; Matthew B.; Carol K.; Roberta and Tony R.; Eric L.; Cleo; Deb H.; Joseph F.; John K.; 

Rev. Rick Chavez; Larissa; Drew D.; Peter S.; Jeannette M; Judy; Karen K; Dave B.; Maryann 

N.; Shirley S.; Jessica; Missy V.; St. Paul, Smithfield Twp. 

As with your people Israel, remind this congregation of your saving acts. Remind us 

how your faithfulness brought us through difficulties and sustained us despite our 

weaknesses. Establish the cross as the center of our life together. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Praise to you for your blessed saints in every time and place. Trusting you 

accompanied them in poverty, persecution, and in every trial, we trust you abide 

with your people always. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power 

revealed in Christ crucified. Amen. 

 

 

THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with 

you. 

(Please share Christ’s peace in social and acceptable ways.) 

(Please be seated) 

 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC: “The Lord Bless You and Keep You” by Peter Lutkin 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 

(Stand as you are able) 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free. 

Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, and 

shape us as people of your justice and freedom. You we magnify and adore, through 

Jesus our Savior, Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

BLESSING 

The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod ☩ bless, 

strengthen, and uphold you, today and always. Amen. 

 

 

SENDING HYMN:  “O God of Mercy, God of Light” LBW 425 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Fortress. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. 
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