Firgt Sunday in Lent

WORSHIP THE

LORD YOUR GOD

MATTHEW 4:10

February 22, 2026

WELCOME!

If you are a visitor, please sign the guest book in the narthex. If you are seeking a
church home, we joyfully invite you to join with us; please speak to me, Pastor Jami
Possinger.

Holy Communion is open to all baptized believers who trust that the Lord is present
for them in His Supper.

Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices to fully enter into this time
of worship.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Easter Flowers: Order forms are available at the back of the church. Deadline is March 5.
Flowers: donated by Roy and Glenda Hoffman in honor of Devon Witt’s birthday.

Faith Fellowship Team: Our mission is encouraging interaction, building relationships, and
creating a sense of belonging within the congregation and with the local community. If you're
interested in becoming part of the Faith Fellowship Team, please contact Sara Cornell at 570-472-
5560 or at saracornellT0O@gmail.com.

Faith Cookbook: Recipes can be for appetizers, soups and salads, main courses, side dishes,
casseroles and desserts. Please submit your recipe to Sara Cornell or Barbara Laughlin. Include
your name with your recipe.

Altar Service Signup: Volunteers are needed to set-up, bake bread, and clean up after
communion. Please email Jan Frantz at Boris_fan@yahoo.com to help.

Bulletin Sponsors and Flower Donations: Sign-up sheets for 2026 are on the table in the foyer
entrance of the church. In-house bulletin for $10 and $10 towards silk flowers, or you may bring
your own fresh flowers. Please complete the requisition form with your dedication note.

MEETINGS/EVENTS
AA Meetings: Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday at 12 p.m.

American Red Cross Blood Drive: March 11, 2026, 1 p.m.-6 p.m. Please call 800-733-2767 to
pre-register.

Bible Study: Sundays, 7:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Studying Joshua.
Bible Study: Wednesdays, 11 a.m. to Noon with Pastor Jami.

Lenten Study with Soup Supper: Our six-week sessions begin Wednesday, February 25, 2026, at
6:30 p.m. A sign-up sheet is in the back of the church along with one to volunteer to bring soup
and bread to share. Hope you can join us.

Choir Rehearsals: Sundays, 8:30 a.m. in the sanctuary.

Faith Library: Please see one of the “Little Librarians” or Sara Cornell with any donations or
questions.

Faith Book Club: We are reading “The Address,” by Fiona Davis. Discussion will take place at
Murphy’s Loft on March 29, 2026, following the Palm Sunday service.

Faithful Community Quilters: Second Monday of the month, 10 a.m. =3 p.m.

Free Community Lunch: First Tuesday of each month. (Mar. 3) 11 a.m. — 1 p.m. Five Loaf
House, 133 Firehouse Road, Pocono Pines.

Pastor Jami  Possinger  has  weekly office  hours.  Confidential  email:
pastor@faithlutheranblakeslee.org or private cell phone: 610-216-9951
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Today's gospel tells of Jesus’ temptation in the desert. His forty-day fast becomes the basis of our Lenten
pilgrimage. In the early church Lent was a time of intense preparation for those to be baptized at the
Easter Vigil. This catechetical focus on the meaning of faith is at the heart of our Lenten journey to the
baptismal waters of Easter. Hungry for God’s mercy, we receive the bread of life to nourish us for the

days ahead.

Please rise as you are able.

PRELUDE “If Thou But Suffer”

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures
forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all offenses.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: Gracious God, have
mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: Gracious God, have mercy
on us according to your steadfast love.

For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work of the Spirit:
Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for disdaining the living water
Christ offers: Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of your healing and
hope in the world: Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding Christ’s call to
come forth to life: Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free gift of God,
you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In the name of * Jesus Christ, your
sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead dwells in you,
pours God’s love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace. Amen.




GATHERING HYMN
I Want Jesus to Walk with Me
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within and around us,
and the devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us with empty promises. Keep us
steadfast in your word, and when we fall, raise us again and restore us through your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen. ) 8

Please be seated.

FIRST READING: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
Human beings were formed with great care, to be in relationship with the creator, creation, and one
another. The serpent’s promise to the first couple that their eyes would be opened led, ironically, to the
discovery only that they were naked.

5The LorD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it.
16 And the LORD God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden,
17but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you
eat of it you shall die.” **! Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that
the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘Y ou shall not eat from any
tree in the garden’?” 2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees
in the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle
of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.”  * But the serpent said to the woman,
“You will not die, > for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and
you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” ® So when the woman saw that the tree was
good for food and that it was a delight to the eyes and that the tree was to be desired to
make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband, who
was with her, and he ate. " Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they
were naked, and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.

Word of God, Word of Life, Thanks be to God.




PSALM

Instruction I Will Give to You
You turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God.

— 1 Thessalonians 1:9
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Psalm 32:8-11
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SECOND READING: Romans 5:12-19

Through Adam’s disobedience, humanity came under bondage to sin and death, from which we cannot
free ourselves. In Christ’s obedient death, God graciously showers on us the free gift of liberation and

life.

12 Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and so death
spread to all because all have sinned '3 for sin was indeed in the world before the law, but sin
is not reckoned when there is no law. ' Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over
those who did not sin in the likeness of Adam, who is a pattern of the one who was to come.

15 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one man’s trespass,
much more surely have the grace of God and the gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ,
abounded for the many. ' And the gift is not like the effect of the one man’s sin. For the
judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the gift following many
trespasses brings justification. 7 If, because of the one man’s trespass, death reigned through
that one, much more surely will those who receive the abundance of grace and the gift of
righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.

18 Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s act of
righteousness leads to justification and life for all. ' For just as through the one man’s
disobedience the many were made sinners, so through the one man’s obedience the many will
be made righteous.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 4:1-11
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus experiences anew the temptations that Israel faced in the wilderness. As the Son of God, he endures
the testing of the evil one.

! Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tested by the devil. 2 He fasted forty
days and forty nights, and afterward he was famished. * The tempter came and said to him, “If
you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” * But he answered,
“It is written,

‘One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.””



> Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, ° saying

to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written,

‘He will command his angels concerning you,” and ‘On their hands they will bear you
up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’”

7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.
8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms
of the world and their glory, ° and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will
fall down and worship me.”

10Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written, ‘Worship the Lord your

God, and serve only him.””

"T'Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.
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CHILDREN’S TIME
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY When We Are Tested
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APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world and its
needs.
A brief silence.

God of all grace, grant faith to your church. Give to all the baptized the will to resist
temptation and to worship and serve you alone. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of all creation, tend this earth. When human greed and disobedience threaten this planet
and the life it contains, lead us by your Spirit into ways of reverence, awe, and gentleness.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of all nations, preserve us from trouble. Surround all living in places of violence with
your steadfast love and give resilience to all who work for peace. Grant courage to those who
challenge, especially around issues of racism and systemic oppression. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.

God of all healing, mend our wounds. Bring wholeness to all who are sick, give peace to all
who groan in grief, and send companions to all who are lonely or isolated. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
PRAYER LIST

Tom M; Valerie M.; Pastor Michael Ryan; Jill A.; Nancy M.; Phyllis & Jim N.; Shirley S.; Jim H.; Jenn
& Rachel; Bob & Gail C.; Martha E.; Mya; Mary D.; Nicky S.; Leon P.; Homer A.; Judi C.; James K. &
Family; Kathleen A.; Tom S.; Larissa; Barbara & David L, Joyce K.; Tammy H.; Mike & Peg, Eric L;
Dick M.; Don C.; David S.; Phil A; Eric, Pat, & Brian R.; Michael K; Sue E.; Tracy N.; Megan, Zion
United, Brodheadsville.
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God of all people, provide for our community. For any among us who hunger for bread, bring
nourishment. For any among us who hunger for truth, speak your life-giving word. Hear us,
O God. Your mercy is great.

God of all life, bring us to you. We thank you for your free and abounding grace, and for those
who, by that same grace, now rest eternally in you. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. Amen.

THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

SPECIAL MUSIC: “Hark, The Voice of Jesus Calling,” Edward
Broughton, sung by Faith Lutheran Choir.

OFFERTORY SONG Create in Me a Clean Heart 35
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OFFERING PRAYER

O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send
rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of
bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness
to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You
call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that,
renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness
endures from age to age. Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you
for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites
safely through the sea. Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the
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land of milk and honey. Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit poured
out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup, we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we
proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life:

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast.
Grace our table with your presence.

Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the
world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.

Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun
and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.

n 1 /I'___&‘l\.
¥ | | =Y v I I ' | | |
| = F & F I ! 1 = 1
— { i — = J I 7 I O
J . r V& I
A - men, a - men, a - men.
LORD’S PRAYER

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.

LAMB OF GOD
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, reconciles
us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son,
may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all creation,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BLESSING
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SENDING HYMN
Thy Holy Wings

1

e I IR
e

i

FErt o iy

1 Thy ho - ly wings, O Sav -ior, spread gent-ly o - ver me,
2 Oh, let me nes - tle near thee, with - in thy down-y breast
3 Oh, washme in the wa-ters of No-ah’s cleans-ing flood.
SN
W&* i — —f A - J
. I ™ | B
A R — } - —IP » ; ! ——F—
o £ B 1 | 1 | | A | |
| T T \_/l I  — I I T
Q b — — F—-Il _4' } T
{ v
l’f‘\‘“b }7 | I | I | @ bt i q I {
ANV & & & ’ P
s AN AL 2 ]

and

let me rest se - cure-ly through good and il
where 1 will find sweet com-fort and peace with - in
Give me a will-ing  spir-it, a heart both clean

in thee.
thy nest.
and good.

%f_—;:a ' -
s VY P 1 | | AE.:P_H ]P
' — ; I

| o
] |

i

[

e e s s = —‘i i 4 , i
Y = | 1 |
a2 c -
J r u rj—F -
Oh, be my strength and por - tion, my rock and hid - ing place,
Oh, close thy wings a - round me and keep me safe -1ly there,
Oh, take in - to thy keep-ing  thy chil-dren great and small,
6 O &_“ &‘—P_ e ’ W; z ud J J &
FL % ! ! . ; f ; 1 1 = i. -
A s [ } ] I | I I | i |
0 i i i — ) F—
Gy . T e e® ] =
T iz
~—
and let my ev-’ry mo-ment be lived with-in thy grace.
for I am but a new-born  and need thy ten-der care.
and  while we sweet-ly slum-ber, en - fold us one and  all
| P o G -l
I ud ek
' —r N7 N "
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Believe the good news. Thanks be to God.
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February 22"Y, 2026 - First Sunday in Lent
Prelude:

If Thou But Suffer, Georg Neumark, Robert Graham. © Lorenz Publishing Company. #96239. Reprinted with permission under ONE
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