
 

 
September 20, 2026

WELCOME! 
If you are a visitor, please sign the guest book in the narthex. If you are seeking a church 

home, we joyfully invite you to join with us; please speak to me, Pastor Jami Possinger. 

Holy Communion is open to all baptized believers who trust that the Lord is present for 

them in His Supper. 

Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices to fully enter into this time of 

worship. 

Faith Lutheran Church 

550 Rt. 940 │ PO Box 228 

Blakeslee, PA 18610 

Office 570-646-0309 

Email: faithoffice@faithlutheranblakeslee.org Website: faithlutheranblakeslee.org 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Faith-Lutheran-Church-Blakeslee-PA-

1721550018126312 

Minister: .................................................................................................................................... Pastor Jami Possinger 

Lector ............................................................................................................................................................... Lois Childers 

Greeters/Ushers: ....................................................................................................................................... Don Childers 

Communion Asst./Clean up: ............................................................ Jan Frantz/Don and Lois Childers 

Music: .......................................................................................................................................................... Molly Finkbiner 

 

mailto:faithoffice@faithlutheranblakeslee.org
https://www.facebook.com/Faith-Lutheran-Church-Blakeslee-PA-1721550018126312
https://www.facebook.com/Faith-Lutheran-Church-Blakeslee-PA-1721550018126312
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Our annual congregational meeting will take place today after worship. We hope you’ll join 

us. 

Altar Service Signup: Volunteers are needed to set-up, bake bread, and clean up after communion. 

Please email Jan Frantz at Boris_fan@yahoo.com to help. 

Bulletin Sponsors and Flower Donations: Sign-up sheets for 2026 are on the table in the foyer 

entrance of the church. In-house bulletin for $10 and $10 towards silk flowers, or you may bring 

your own fresh flowers. Please complete the requisition form with your dedication note. 

Faith Fellowship Team: Our mission is encouraging interaction, building relationships, and creating 

a sense of belonging within the congregation and with the local community. If you’re interested in 

becoming part of the Faith Fellowship Team, please contact Sara Cornell at 570-472-5560 or at 

saracornell10@gmail.com. 

MEETINGS/EVENTS 

AA Meetings: Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday at 12 p.m. 

American Red Cross Blood Drive: Nov. 18, 1 p.m.-6 p.m. Please call 800-733-2767 to pre-register. 

Applefest: Saturday, September 26, 2026. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Quilt Raffle tickets, $5 each or 5 for $20. 

• Wrap & Bow baskets: Wednesday, Sept. 23, at 6 p.m. 

• Set-Up Tables: Friday, Sept. 25, at 2 p.m. 

Bible Study: Sessions on Sundays, 8 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Studying Joshua. Please call Tom 

Hutton if you are interested in attending. 570-972-6331. 

Bible Study: Wednesdays, 11 a.m. to Noon with Pastor Jami. 

Choir Rehearsals: Sundays, 8:30 – 9:15 a.m. New members are welcome. 

Faith Book Club: The current selection is “Whistler,” by Ann Patchett. Discussion will be held 

following worship service on October 25, 2026, at Murphy’s Loft. 

Faith Library: Please see one of the “Little Librarians” or Sara Cornell with any donations or 

questions. 

Faithful Community Quilters: Second Monday of the month, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

Free Community Lunch: First Tuesday of each month. (Oct. 6) 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. Five Loaf House,133 

Firehouse Road, Pocono Pines. 

Holy Grounds Coffee Hour: Fellowship will be held after worship on the second Sunday of each 

month. Volunteers to host are needed—please sign up on the sheet in the back of the church. 

Pastor Jami Possinger has weekly office hours. Confidential email: 

pastor@faithlutheranblakeslee.org or private cell phone: 610-216-9951 

mailto:Boris_fan@yahoo.com
mailto:saracornell10@gmail.com
mailto:pastor@faithlutheranblakeslee.org
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Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus says that the reign of God is like that 

of a landowner who pays his workers the same wage no matter what time of day they began to work. When 

God changes God’s mind about punishing Nineveh for their evil ways, Jonah is angry. Yet God is gracious 

and merciful, abounding in steadfast love. In baptism we receive the grace of God that is freely given to all. 

As Martin Luther wrote, in the presence of God’s mercy we are all beggars. 

PRELUDES: “It is Well with My Soul,” “Amazing Grace” 

Please rise as you are able. 

GATHERING HYMN WOV 752 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

God of miracles and of mercy, all creation sings your praise. Like the vineyard owner, your 

grace is extravagant and unexpected. Lead us to repentance and the acceptance of your grace, 

that we may witness to your love, which embraces both those we call friend and those we call 

stranger. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

FIRST READING Jonah 3:10—4:11 
After Jonah’s short sermon in 3:4, the Ninevites all repented and God decided to spare the city. Jonah 

objected to this and became even more angry when God ordered a worm to destroy a plant that was providing 

shade. The book ends with a question that challenges any who are not ready to forgive: You, Jonah, are all 

worked up about a bush, but shouldn’t I be concerned about a hundred and twenty thousand Ninevites? 

10 When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil ways, God 

changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them, and he did 

not do it. 

4:1 But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2 He prayed to the LORD and 

said, “O LORD! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled 

to Tarshish at the beginning, for I knew that you are a gracious and merciful God, slow to 

anger, abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from punishment. 3 And now, O LORD, please 

take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” 4 And the LORD said, “Is it 

right for you to be angry?” 5 Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city and 

made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become 

of the city. 

6 The LORD God appointed a bush and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his 

head, to save him from his discomfort, so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 7 But when 

dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. 
8 When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of 

Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than 

to live.” 

9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, 

angry enough to die.” 10 Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which 

you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a 

night. 11 And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more 

than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left 

and also many animals?” 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm: 145:1-8 
The LORD is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. (Ps. 145:8) 

1 I will exalt you, my God and king, and bless your name forever and ever. 
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2 Every day will I bless you and praise your name forever and ever. 

3 Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised! There is no end to your greatness. 

4 One generation shall praise your works to another and shall declare your 

power. 

5 I will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty and all your marvelous works. 

6 They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts, and I will recount your 

greatness. 

7 They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; they shall sing 

joyfully of your righteousness. 

8 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding in 

steadfast love. 

 

SECOND READING: Philippians 1:21-30 
Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though he is uncertain about the outcome of his imprisonment, 

he is committed to the ministry of the gospel and calls on the Philippians to live lives that reflect and enhance 

the gospel mission. 

21 For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful 

labor for me, yet I cannot say which I will choose. 23 I am hard pressed between the two: my 

desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better, 24 but to remain in the flesh is more 

necessary for you. 25 Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with 

all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26 so that, by my presence again with you, your 

boast might abound in Christ Jesus because of me. 

27 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and 

see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, 

striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel 28 and in no way frightened by 

those opposing you. For them, this is evidence of their destruction but of your salvation. And 

this is God’s doing. 29 For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in 

Christ but of suffering for him as well, 30 since you are having the same struggle that you saw 

I had and now hear that I still have. 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

Please stand as you are able. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 20:1-16 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common assumption that God rewards people 

according to what they have earned or deserve. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “The kingdom of heaven is like a 

landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his 

vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius for the day, 

he sent them into his vineyard. 3 When he went out about nine o’clock, 

he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4 and he said to them, 

‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ 

So they went. 5 When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 
6 And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around, and he said to them, 

‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ 

He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8 When evening came, the owner of the 

vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the 

last and then going to the first.’ 9 When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them 

received a denarius. 10 Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but 

each of them also received a denarius. 11 And when they received it, they grumbled against the 

landowner, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us 

who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, 

‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take what 

belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 15 Am I not 

allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am 

generous?’ 16 So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Please be seated. 

CHILDREN’S TIME 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW 588 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 
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suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God 

hears us. 
A brief silence. 

Hold your church accountable for our unwillingness to share your good news and our anger 

at your generosity to others. Nourish us by your grace to be witnesses to your love. Hear us, 

O God. Your mercy is great. 

Guide scientists and researchers studying responses to the climate crisis so that all your 

creation may inspire us to give thanks for your great goodness. Hear us, O God. Your mercy 

is great. 

Show employers the benefits of equal pay standards for all their employees. Reconcile 

conflicts between employees. Fill places of employment with camaraderie, and bring an end 

to employment disparity. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Encourage any who cannot work or who cannot work a full day with the truth that their value 

comes from your everlasting love for them. Provide for those who are injured, ill, and for all 

in any need. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Strengthen all those in this congregation whose labor serves the needs of others in the 

community. Inspire all in this congregation to support community endeavors with our time 

and talents. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

PRAYER LIST 

Jim H.; Megan; Larissa; Denis H.; William; Richard Z.; Danielle S.; David S.; Michael K.; Gail and Bob C.; 

Shirley S.; Justin E.; Ed. T.; Dale H.; Tom M.; Wilbur B.; Sabrina M. & Family; Tom S.; St. John, Honesdale 

Comfort us with the promise of the resurrection as we remember all our loved ones whose 

desire to be with Jesus is fulfilled. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
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Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you see 

that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 

OFFERING MUSIC: “St. Stephen,” Charles Callahan, 

played by Molly Finkbiner. 

OFFERTORY SONG 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from 

you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service 

to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen. 

 

DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this 

day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
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everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts 

of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness 

endures from age to age. Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for 

saving the earth from the waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely 

through the sea. Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of 

milk and honey. Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. Praise to 

you for the death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all 

nations. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 

of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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With this bread and cup, we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim 

the mystery of faith: 

 
O God of resurrection and new life: 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. 

Grace our table with your presence. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the 

world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and 

moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 
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LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

 

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 
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SONG AFTER COMMUNION 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By 

your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your 

liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen. 
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BLESSING 

 

SENDING HYMN 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. Thanks be to God. 
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September 20th, 2026 – Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Prelude: 
It is Well with My Soul, John Carter. © 2005 Augsburg Fortress. #105957. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights 
reserved. 

Amazing Grace, John Carter. © 2005 Augsburg Fortress. #206739. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Gathering Song: 
Here I Am, Lord, Dan Schutte. © 1981, OCP. #80670. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Hymn of the Day: 
There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy, Frederick Faber. #84182. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Offering Music: 
St. Stephen, Charles Callahan. © 2006 Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a division of MorningStar Music Publishers. #10-597.108. Reprinted 
with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights reserved.  

Offering Song: 
We Are An Offering, Dwight Liles. © 1984 Word Music, LLC. #16220. CCLI License #20635975 and Streaming License #20635982. 

Communion Music: 
St. Peter, Charles Callahan. © 2006 Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a division of MorningStar Music Publishers. #10-597.107. Reprinted with 
permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights reserved.  

Sending Hymn: 
Rise Up, O Saints of God!, Norman O. Forness, William H. Walter. © 1978, Augsburg Fortress. #85938. Reprinted with permission under ONE 
LICENSE #A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Service Music: 
Kyrie, Avon Gillespie. © Avon Gillespie, 1987, GIA Publications, Inc. #94856. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights 
reserved. 

Now the Feast and Celebration: Now the Feast, Marty Haugen. © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. #01108. Reprinted with permission under ONE 
LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Now the Feast and Celebration: Gospel Verse, Marty Haugen. © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. #01111. Reprinted with permission under ONE 
LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Now the Feast and Celebration: Holy, Marty Haugen. © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. #G3488H. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # 
A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Now the Feast and Celebration: Eucharistic Acclamation, Marty Haugen. © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. #01114. Reprinted with permission under 
ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Now the Feast and Celebration: Lamb of God, Marty Haugen. © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. #01116. Reprinted with permission under ONE 
LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Now the Feast and Celebration: Thanks Be To You, Marty Haugen. © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. #01117. Reprinted with permission under ONE 
LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. 

 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Rev. Jami Possinger .................................................................................................................. pastor@faithlutheranblakeslee.org 

Sara Cornell, Council President ............................................................................................................ Saracornell10@gmail.com 

Paul Frantz, Council Vice President ............................................................................................................ pfrantz61@yahoo.com 

Peggy Rapp, Council Secretary ...................................................................................................................... drpeggy09@aol.com 

Paul Frantz, Finance Committee ................................................................................................................. pfrantz61@yahoo.com 

Phil Newlander, Finance Secretary ........................................................................................................ prnewlander@yahoo.com 

Ben Mroz III, Treasurer ....................................................................................................... Treasurer@faithlutheranblakeslee.org 

Mike Gillis, Property Maintenance ................................................................................................................. pocono570@ptd.net 

Don Childers .............................................................................................................................................................. loisj@ptd.net 

Barbara Laughlin ................................................................................................................................... mrs.emt4075@yahoo.com 

John Lyman .......................................................................................................................................................... jclyman@ptd.net 

Steve Marga ............................................................................................................................................... smarg40@hotmail.com 

Janet Kath, Church Secretary ......................................................................................... Faithoffice@FaithLutheranBlakeslee.org 
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