The First Sunday of Christmas

December 28. 2025

WELCOME!

If you are a visitor, please sign the guest book in the narthex. If you are seeking a church
home, we joyfully invite you to join with us; please speak to me, Pastor Jami Possinger.

Holy Communion is open to all baptized believers who trust that the Lord is present for
them in His Supper.

Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices to fully enter into this time of
worship.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Bulletins: donated by Cheryl Ray.

Faith Fellowship Team: Our mission is encouraging interaction, building
relationships, and creating a sense of belonging within the congregation and with the
local community. If you're interested in becoming part of the Faith Fellowship Team,
please contact Sara Cornell at 570-472-5560 or at saracornelll0@gmail.com.

Faith Cookbook: Recipes can be for appetizers, soups and salads, main courses, side
dishes, casseroles and desserts. Please submit your recipe to Sara Cornell or Barbara
Laughlin. Include your name with your recipe.

Altar Service Signup: Volunteers are needed to set-up, bake bread, and clean up
after communion. Please email Jan Frantz at Boris_fan@yahoo.com to help.

Bulletin Sponsors and Flower Donations: Sign-up sheets for 2026 are on the table
in the foyer entrance of the church. In-house bulletin for $10 and $10 towards silk
flowers, or you may bring your own fresh flowers. Please complete the requisition
form with your dedication note.

MEETINGS
AA Meetings: Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday at 12 p.m.

American Red Cross Blood Drive: January 14, 2026, 1 p.m.-6 p.m. Please call 800-
733-2767 to pre-register.

Bible Study: Sundays, 7:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Studying Thessalonians.
Bible Study: Wednesdays, 11 a.m. to Noon with Pastor Jamt.

Men’s Bible Study: Thurs. via TEAMS. Contact Bob Ray at 551-265-4071 or
Rayfolks@ptd.net.

Choir Rehearsals: Sundays, 8:30 a.m. in the sanctuary.

Faith Library: Please see one of the “Little Librarians” or Sara Cornell with any
donations or questions.

Faithful Readers Book Club: The title selection is, “The Venice Sketchbook,” by Rhys
Bowen. Discussion of the book will take place on January 18, 2026, at Murphy's Loft,
after the worship service. All are welcome to join us!

Faithful Community Quilters: Second Monday of the month, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Free Community Lunch: First Tuesday of each month. (Jan. 6) 11 a.m. — 1 p.m. Five
Loaf House, 133 Firehouse Road, Pocono Pines.

Pastor Jami Possinger has weekly office hours. Confidential email
pastor@faithlutheranblakeslee.org or private cell phone: 610-216-9951
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PRELUDE: “Away in a Manger,;” “What Child is This;” “Go Tell it on the Mountain”

(Please stand as you are able.)

OPENING DIALOGUE
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined.
We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father.

To us a child is born, to us a Son is given.
In the Word was life, and the life was the light of all people.

GATHERING HYMN: Angels, from the Realms of Glory
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all the earth;

1 An - gels, from the realms of glo-ry, wing your flight o’er

2 Shep-herds,in the fields a - bid-ing, watch-ing o’er your flocks by night,
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, you have filled us with the new light of the Word who became flesh and lived
among us. Let the light of our faith shine in all we do; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

(Please be seated.)
FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:2-7

2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep
darkness—on them light has shined. * You have multiplied exultation; you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 4 For
the yoke of their burden and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have
broken as on the day of Midian. * For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments
rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. ® For a child has been born for us, a son given
to us; authority rests upon his shoulders, and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Great will be his authority,and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with
righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.




FIRST CAROL:

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
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SECOND READING: Micah 5:2-5a

’But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall
come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 3
Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then
the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel.  And he shall stand and feed his flock
in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they shall live
secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth, 3 and he shall be the one of peace. If the
Assyrians come into our land and tread upon our soil, we will raise against them seven shepherds

and eight rulers.

SECOND CAROL: “QO Little Town of Bethlehem” LBW 41
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(6] morn-ing stars, to - geth - er pro - claim the ho - ly birth,
No ear may hear his com - ing; but, in this world of sin,
We  hear the Christ-mas an - gels the great glad td - ings  tell;
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THIRD READING: Luke 1:26-35, 38

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 2" to
a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was
Mary. 2 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 2 But she
was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.3* The angel
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 3! And now, you will
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 3* He will be great and will
be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor
David. ¥ He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”
3Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel said to her, “The
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore
the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God.

THIRD CAROL:  “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came” WOV 632
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FOURTH READING: Luke 2:1-7

2 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2
This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to
their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea,
to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of
David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a
child. ® While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. ” And she gave birth to
her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was
no place in the guest room.

FOURTH CAROL: “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
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FIFTH READING: Luke 2:8-16

8Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock
by night. ® Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified. ' But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for see, I am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: ! to you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. !> This will be a sign for you: you will find a child
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” > And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,

14¢Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let
us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known
to us.” 1 So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph and the child lying in the manger.




FIFTH CAROL:

Angels We Have Heard on High
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SIXTH READING: Luke 2:21-36

22 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up
to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 2 (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn
male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), 2* and they offered a sacrifice according to what
is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and
devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. ¢ It had
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s
Messiah. ¥ Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple, and when the parents brought in
the child Jesus to do for him what was customary under the law, ?® Simeon took him in his arms
and praised God, saying,

29 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word, 3 for my eyes
have seen your salvation, 3! which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, ** a light for
revelation to the gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.”

33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 3* Then
Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the
rising of many in Israel and to be a sign that will be opposed * so that the inner thoughts of many
will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul, too.”

3¢ There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a
great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage.
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SIXTH CAROL LBW 40
What Child Is This
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SEVENTH READING: Matthew 2:1-11

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the east came
to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed
his star in the east and have come to pay him homage.”® When King Herod heard this, he was
frightened, and all Jerusalem with him, 4 and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of
the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 3 They told him, “In Bethlehem
of Judea, for so it has been written by the prophet:

%<And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah, for
from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.””

"Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time when the star had
appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and
when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” * When
they had heard the king, they set out, and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen
in the east,luntil it stopped over the place where the child was. !® When they saw that the star had
stopped,! they were overwhelmed with joy. ! On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary
his mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

13



SEVENTH CAROL: “We Three Kings” WOV 646
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EIGHTH READING: Matthew 2:13-18

13Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up,
take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is
about to search for the child, to destroy him.” ' Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother
by night, and went to Egypt !> and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill

what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.”

The Massacre of the Infants

16 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi,!™ he was infuriated, and he sent and
killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to
the time that he had learned from the magi.[! '7 Then what had been spoken through the prophet
Jeremiah was fulfilled:

18 <A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children;
she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.”

EIGHTH CAROL: “Gentle Joseph Heard a Warning” ACS 1060
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thus  the Christ-child’s fam-’ly lived out what the proph-et had fore - told,
through the des - ert of un-know-ing and the night of doubt they went,
Let us see in ev - 'ry strang-er ref-u - gees from Beth-le - hem,
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that he might be called from E - gypt as God’s peo-ple were of old.
guid-ed by God’s prom-ised pres-ence, by that trust made con - fi-dent.
help us of -fer each one wel-come and re-ceive the Christin them.
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NINTH READING: John 1:1-14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was
in the beginning with God. * All things came into being through him, and without him not one
thing came into being. What has come into being *in him was life, and the life was the light of
all people. 3 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it.

8 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the
light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify
to the light. ® The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

19 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, yet the world did not know
him. " He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. !> But to all who
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, '* who were
born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a
father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

(Please stand as able.)
NINTH CAROL: “Love Has Come”
0 : ;
)" Al ! | ! | | | | ! | )
b 7 | | | | | | | | | | |
A e —
§ s, PSR

1 Love has come— a light in the dark - ness! Love shines forth in the
2 Love is born! Come, share in the won - der. Love is God now a -
3 Love has come and nev-er will leave us! Love 1is life ev-er -
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Beth-le- hem skies. See, all heav-en has come to pro - claim it;
sleep in the hay. See the glow in the eyes of his moth - er;
last -ing and free. Love is  Je - sus with - in and a - mong us.
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hear how their song of joy a - ris - es: Love! Love!  Born un-to
what is the name her heart is say - ing? Love! Love! Love is the
Love is the peace our hearts are seek-ing. Love! Love!  Love is the
n I } }
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you, a Sav - ior! Love! Love! Glo-ry to God on high.
name she whis - pers; Love!  Love! Je - sus, Im-man-u - el

gift of Christ-mas. Love!  Love! Praise to you, God on high!
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PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, creation, and all who
are in need.
A brief silence.

God of grace, you show us mercy not according to our worthiness, but according to the abundance
of your steadfast love. Grant us the courage to go into the world and do likewise. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of abundance, the sun and moon praise you and the shining stars sing of your love. Where
we have desecrated your creation, make us into a healing balm for what we have broken. Hear
us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of righteousness, when leaders fail to fulfill their calls to enact justice, you suffer alongside
us. Propel those in power to see you reflected in the faces of all they serve. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of life, you claim us as your own and care for us as Christ’s siblings. Pour out your
compassion in every place your people suffer and protect them in the palm of your hand. Hear
us, O God. Your mercy is great.

PRAYER LIST
Tom M; Valerie M.; Pastor Michael Ryan, Jill A.; Nancy M.; Phyllis & Jim N.,; Shirely S.,; Jim H.; Jenn & Rachel;
Bob & Gail C.; Martha E.; Mya; Mary D.; Nicky S.; Leon P.; Homer A.; Judi C.; James K. & Family; Kathleen
A.; Tom S.; Gary P.; Larissa; Barbara & David L; Joyce K.; Tammy H.; Mike & Peg; Mama Jan; Eric L; Dick

M.; Don C.; David S.; Phil A.; St Luke, Greeley.

God of compassion, you nurture children as the apple of your eye. As you sheltered your son
Jesus from Herod’s grasp, shelter all children in danger. As you comforted Rachel, comfort all
who have lost children to violence. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of love, you console those who weep for lost beloved ones. Even as we mourn, we offer
thanks for those who have gone before us, trusting in your comfort and protection. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O God, trusting in
your boundless mercy and eternal love, through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

(Please share Christ’s peace in social and acceptable ways.)
(Stand as you are able.)

OFFERING MUSIC: “Hark the Herald Angels Sing,” by Lani Smith.

(Please stand as you are able.)
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OFFERING SONG LBW 44 (First verse)

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly
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1 In - fant ho - ly, in - fant low -ly, for his bed a cat- tle stall;
2 Flocks were sleep-ing, shep-herdskeep-ing vig-il tll
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the morn-ing new
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ox -en low -ing, lit - tle know-ing Christ the child is Lord of all.
saw the glo - ry, heard the sto -ry, td-ings of a gos-pel true.
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Swift-ly wing-ing, an - gels sing-ing, bells are ring-ing, tid - ings bring-ing:
Thus re - joic - ing, free from sor - row, prais-es voic-ing, greet the mor - row:

NO
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Christ the child is Lord of all!  Christ the child is Lord of all!
Christ the child was born for you! Christ the child was born for you!

OFFERING PRAYER

\—I
o

T

God of glory, great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings you bestow. Use us
and these your gifts for the needs of the world, that all the ends of the earth may rejoice in your
saving grace, through Christ our Savior. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
Let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God.




SENDING HYMN:

“Go, Tell It on the Mountain” LBW 70
Refrain
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Go tell it on the moun - tain, o-ver the hills and ev - 'ry - where;
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go tell it on the moun - tain that Je - sus Christ is  born!
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| While shep-herds kept their watch-ing  o’er  si - lent flocks by night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled when, lo, a - bove the -earth
3 Down in a lone - ly man - ger the hum-ble Christ was born;
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be - hold, through-out the heav-ens there shone a ho - ly light.

rang out the an - gel cho-rus that hailed our Sav -ior’s birth.
and God sent wus sal - va-tion that bless-ed Christ-mas morn.
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DISMISSAL

May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the angels, the
eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the magi, and the peace of the Christ child.
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.

5
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December 28th, 2025 - Lessons and Carols

Preludes:

Away in a Manger, Robert Lau. © 1990 Harold Flammer Music, a division of Shawneee Press, Inc. Reprinted with permission under ONE
LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved.

What Child Is This, Robert Lau. © 1990 Harold Flammer Music, a division of Shawneee Press, Inc. Reprinted with permission under ONE
LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved.

Go Tell it on the Mountain, Robert Lau. © 1990 Harold Flammer Music, a division of Shawneee Press, Inc. Reprinted with permission
under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved.

Gathering Song:
Angels from the Realms of Glory, James Montgomery, Henry T. Smart. © Public Domain.

Hymns:
Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming, German carol, 15 cent; tr. Theodore Baker 1851-1934, sts. 1-2; Harriet R. Krauth, 1845-1925, st. 3; John
C. Mattes, 1876-1948, st. 4. Music: Alte catholische geistliche Kirchengesange, Koln, 1599; arr. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621.

O Little Town of Bethlehem, Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893, Tune: Lewis H. Redner, 1831-1908. © Public Domain.

The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came, C. Edgar Pattman. #89488. © 1955, Hal Leonard Corporation. Reprinted with permission under
ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved.

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus, Charles Wesley, 1744, Rowland H. Prichard, 1830; harm. From The English Hymnal, 1906. © Public
Domain.

Angels We Have Heard on High, traditional French carol. © Public Domain.
What Child Is This, Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, Tune: English ballad, 16t century. © Public Domain.
We Three Kings of Orient Are, Text and Tune: John Henry Hopkins, Jr., 1820-1891, alt. © Public Domain.

Gentle Joseph Heard a Warning, Carl P. Daw. © 1990 Hope Publishing Company. #60287. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE
# A-726919. All rights reserved.

Love Has Come, Ken Bible, b. 1950, F. Seguin, Recueil de moels composes en langue provencale, 1856; arr. Hymnal version. Text © 1996
Integrity’s Hosanna! Music, Arr. © 2003 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved.

Offering Music:
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing, Lani Smith. #1125080. © 1983 Lorenz Corporation (admin. by Music Services) All Rights Reserved. ASCAP
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved.

Sending Hymn:
Go, Tell It on the Mountain, John W. Work, Jr., Spiritual. © Public Domain.

Postlude:
God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen, composed by Josie Merlino. © 2023 GIA Publications. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-
726919. All rights reserved. Permission to live-stream granted by composer.
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