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PRELUDE 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
(Please stand as you are able.) 

 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who 

gave us birth, our light and our salvation. Amen. 

 
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift 

of baptism.  

 
We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, 

leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. We bless you, risen Christ, 
that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, like rains 

to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, like cups of cool 
water shared with strangers. Breathe your peace on your church when we 

hide in fear. Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. Send us 
companions on our journey as we share your life. Make us one, risen 

Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. To you be given all praise, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
GATHERING HYMN: (spoken) “Alleluia! Jesus is risen!” WOV 674 

 
1 Alleluia! Jesus is risen! 
 Trumpets resounding in glorious light! 

 Splendor, the Lamb, heaven forever! 
 Oh, what a miracle God has in sight! 

 
2 Walking the way, Christ in the center 
 telling the story to open our eyes; 

 breaking our bread, giving us glory: 
 Jesus our blessing, our constant 

surprise.  
 
3 Jesus the vine, we are the branches; 

 life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree; 
 heaven to earth, Christ to the people, 

 gift of the future now flowing to me.   

 
 

 
 

4 Weeping, be gone; sorrow, be silent: 
 death put asunder, and Easter is bright. 

 Cherubim sing: O grave, be open! 
 Clothe us in wonder, adorn us in light.  

 
5 City of God, Easter forever, 
 golden Jerusalem, Jesus the Lamb, 

 river of life, saints and archangels, 
sing with creation to God the I AM!  

Refrain 
 
Refrain 

 Jesus is risen and we shall arise. 
 Give God the glory! Alleluia! 

 
Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926. Text © 1995 

Augsburg Fortress. 
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THE INVOCATION 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ has risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 
 

KYRIE 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation,  
let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,  
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.  

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,  

let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen.  

 
The Lord be with you. And also with you.   

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your 
children. Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the 

resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
(You may be seated) 

 
FIRST LESSON  

The first lesson is found in Acts 3:12-19 

12[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why 
do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him 

walk?13The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our 
ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in 

the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. 14But you rejected the 

Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, 15and you 
killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are 

witnesses. 16And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, 
whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this 

perfect health in the presence of all of you. 
 17“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 
18In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his 
Messiah would suffer. 19Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be 

wiped out.” 
 

Word of God word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 4    (Read responsively.) 

 1Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; you set me free when I 
was in distress; have mercy on me and hear my prayer. 

 2“You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; 

  how long will you love illusions and seek after lies?” 
 3Know that the Lord does wonders for the faithful; 

  the Lord will hear me when I call. 
 4Tremble, then, and do not sin; 

  speak to your heart in silence upon your bed.  
 5Offer the appointed sacrifices, and put your trust in the Lord. 

 6Many are saying, “Who will show us any good?” 
  Let the light of your face shine upon us, O Lord. 

 7You have put gladness in my heart, 
  more than when grain and wine abound. 

 8In peace, I will lie down and sleep; 
  for you alone, O Lord, make me rest secure.  

 
 

SECOND LESSON 

The second lesson is found in 1 John 3:1-7.  

1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; 

and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not 
know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been 

revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we 

will see him as he is. 3And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as 
he is pure. 

 
  4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You 

know that he was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one 
who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known him. 7Little 

children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just 

as he is righteous. 

Word of God word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Behold what manner of love the Father has 

bestowed on us, that we should be called children 

of God! Therefore the world does not 

know us, because it did not know Him. 

1John 3:1 (NKJV) 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     (Please stand as you are able.) 

Alleluia. Our hearts burn within us while you open to us the scriptures. 
Alleluia. (Luke 24:32) 

 
GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke 24:36b-48 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 36bJesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, 

“Peace be with you.” 37They were startled and terrified, and thought 

that they were seeing a ghost. 38He said to them, “Why are you 
frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look at my 

hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a 
ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40And 

when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his 
feet. 41While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, 

he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42They gave him 
a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate in their presence. 

  44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still 
with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and 

the psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the 
scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer 

and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness 
of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 

Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things.” 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  

 
 

MESSAGE  (You may be seated.) by BRENDA GILLIS 
 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY (spoken) – “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing - LBW 210 

(Please stand as you are able.) 
 

1 At the Lamb’s high feast we sing 
 praise to our victorious king, 

 who has washed us in the tide 
 flowing from his pierced side. 

 Alleluia! 

 
2 Praise we him, whose love divine 

 gives his sacred blood for wine, 
 gives his body for the feast- 

 Christ the victim, Christ the priest. 
 Alleluia! 

“Peace  

be  

with  

you.” 
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3 Where the paschal blood is poured 

 death’s dread angel sheathes the sword; 
 Israel’s hosts triumphant go 

 through the wave that drowns the foe. 
 Alleluia! 

 
4 Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed, 

 paschal victim, paschal bread; 
 with sincerity and love 

 eat we manna from above. 
 Alleluia! 

 
Text: office hymn, 17th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814-1868, alt. 

 
THE NICENE CREED (Epiphany, Baptism of our Lord, Transfiguration) 

 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 

God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all 

things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary  and became truly 

human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried.  

 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 

have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 

the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before 
God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. A brief silence. 

Living God, in the midst of Easter joy we are still filled with questions and 
wondering. Open our hearts and minds as we encounter the scriptures, so that the 

church embodies repentance and forgiveness in the name of Jesus to all nations. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 
Creating God, like a master artist you have fashioned the universe out of your love 

and delight. Heal your creation where it is in need of restoration (local concerns for 
creation may be named). Provide all the inhabitants of earth a peaceful and 

sustainable home. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

God of all, the nations hunger and thirst for your righteousness. Many call on you 

for guidance and strength. Answer their hopes with the peace of Christ and give 
your lovingkindness to national, state, and local leaders of people.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Healing God, you hear the cries of those in need and answer them in their distress. 
Grant to those who are sick and suffering your compassion and nurse them back to 

health and wholeness (especially). Be close to the hearts of the lonely.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 
Loving Parent, you have given us such love that we should be called the children of 

God. Reveal yourself to us so that we in this community of faith will become more 
and more like you in our mutual love and bold witness.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 
 

PRAYER LIST 
Eliza, Judy H., Mya, Anneliese, Gertrude, Tim, Pr. Debby, Eddie, Cheryl, Carol, 

Bruce, Denis, Megan, Gertrude, George, Mike, Jennifer, Sue, Tina, Alex, Donna, 
Ginger, Karen, Janet, Rachel, Jenn, Ginger, R.C., Richard, Forrest, Roy, Jeanine, 

Leslie, Cory, Shirley, Deb, Kathy, Tom, Glen, Margery, Lillian K., Bruce and 
Members of the armed services, the congregation of Zion United of Brodheadsville. 

 
 

God of all times and ages, those who have died in you now see you as you are. We 
thank you for their lives among us (especially). Assure us of the peace you have 

promised, that we may join them in everlasting life. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your 
never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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PEACE 

The Peace of Christ be with you always.   And also with you.   
 

(Please share Christ peace in social and acceptable ways.) 
 

Special Music: “In Christ Alone,” by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend.  
Sung by Peggy Rapp. 

 
 

OFFERING 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in 

need.  The gifts are brought forward.  
 

OFFERING PRAYER  (Please remain standing as you are able.) 

Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given 
us – our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. 

Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

 

BLESSING 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen 

Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 

forever. Amen.    
 

 
SENDING HYMN: (spoken) “Thine Is the Glory” - LBW 145 

 
1 Thine is the glory, 

 risen, conqu'ring Son; 
 endless is the vict'ry 

 thou o'er death hast won! 
 Angels in bright raiment 

 rolled the stone away, 
 kept the folded grave-clothes 

 where thy body lay. 

 



9 

 
2 Lo, Jesus meets thee, 

 risen from the tomb! 
 Lovingly he greets thee, 

 scatters fear and gloom; 
 let his church with gladness 

 hymns of triumph sing, 
 for the Lord now liveth; 

 death hath lost its sting!   
 

3 No more we doubt thee, 
 glorious Prince of life; 

 life is naught without thee; 
 aid us in our strife; 

 make us more than conqu'rors, 

 through thy deathless love; 
 bring us safe through Jordan 

 to thy home above.  Refrain 
 

Refrain 
 Thine is the glory, 

 risen, conqu'ring Son; 
 endless is the vict'ry 

 thou o'er death hast won! 
 
Text: Edmond Budry, 1854-1932; tr. R. Birch Hoyle, 1875-1939 

 

 
DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God. 
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   Sunday, April 18, 2021  

Scripture Reading: 1 John 3:1-7 

He who is not contented with what he has,  

would not be content with what he would like to have. ―Socrates 

 
 

ne day, my wife and I were traveling through the southwest en route to Fort Worth, 

Texas. We stopped in Albuquerque one afternoon where we booked a room to relax 

for the rest of the day. I took a walk and saw many interesting things, including a pottery 

shop, an art museum and a precious metals store that featured fine turquoise jewelry. And 

then I saw a flea market.  

It was amazing! I saw furniture, clothing, fruit, vegetables, shoes, leather goods, 

collectibles, toys, books, cars, artwork, tools, toiletries, cosmetics and cookware, among 

other things. And then I saw this sign: “If we don’t have it, you don’t need it!” 
Wonderful! It was as though the Lord was speaking to me about my own life: “Timothy, 

if you don’t have it, you don’t need it. Trust Me!” 

I decided to do some research. I learned that the first version of this marketing 

expression appeared in 1907 in The Dallas Morning News in an ad for the Palace Drug 

Store. The ad said: “If you need it, we have it!” 
Well, that’s true, too, isn’t it? If I really need something, don’t you think that the good 

Lord has it? The Bible says that “my God will fully satisfy every need of yours according 

to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:19).  

 Flash forward now almost 50 years to Centralia, Washington, where on May 30, 

1955, The Daily Chronicle carried a notice that a “local store posted this sign in its 

window the past week: ‘If you need it, we have it.’ Across the street a competitor flashed 

back: ‘If we don’t have it, you don’t need it.’” 

 Sadly, there are untold millions of people around the world who are marginalized, 

unfortunate, living in abject poverty and often at the mercy of a corrupt government. They 

have many needs, and that’s why good people everywhere try to be God’s hands and feet 

to help them have what they truly need. 

 For most of us reading these words, however, I suspect that there are many times 

when we may think we need something, when in fact we really don’t. This is a matter for 

you to ponder: If you need it, God will provide, just as God provided for the Israelites as 

they wandered through the wilderness. God gave them manna in the morning, and quail in 

the evening. 

 Let us have faith in God’s loving providence.  —Timothy Merrill 
 
Prayer: Loving God, I praise you for providing for my needs. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

O 
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THE 50 STATES OF THE U.S.A. 

State √ State √ State √ State √ 

Alabama  Indiana 

 

 Nebraska 

 

 S. Carolina  

Alaska 

 

 Iowa 

 

 Nevada 

 

 S. Dakota 

 

 

Arizona 

 

 Kansas 

 

 N. Hampshire 

 

 Tennessee  

Arkansas 

 

 Kentucky 

 

 New Jersey 

 

 Texas  

California 

 

 Louisiana 

 

 New Mexico 

 

 Utah 

 

 

Colorado 

 

 Maine 

 

 New York 

 

 Vermont 

 

 

Connecticut 

 

 Maryland 

 

 N. Carolina 

 

 Virginia 

 

 

Delaware 

 

 Massachusetts 

 

 North Dakota 

 

 Washington 

 

 

Florida 

 

 Michigan 

 

 Ohio 

 

 W. Virginia 

 

 

Georgia 

 

 Minnesota 

 

 Oklahoma 

 

 Wisconsin 

 

 

Hawaii 

 

 Mississippi 

 

 Oregon 

 

 Wyoming  

Idaho 

 

 Missouri 

 

 Pennsylvania 

 

   

Illinois  Montana  Rhode Island    

 

 

 Activity Page  

Week of April 18, 2021 
 

 
Daily Bible Readings 
Sunday: Luke 7-9; Monday: Joshua 19-21; Tuesday: Joshua 22-24; Wednesday: Judges 1-4;  
Thursday: Judges 5-8; Friday: Judges 9-12; Saturday: Psalms 37-39 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOW MANY STATES HAVE YOU VISITED? 

We live in a beautiful country with many national parks 

and big cities. Our country features rugged mountains, 

sprawling farmland, deserts and spectacular coastlines. 

This activity will help you relive some of your experiences. 

Place a check mark beside each state you have visited. 

Think about what you did, or who you saw while there. 

Perhaps you visited a friend or family member, or went to 

a museum and saw some wonderful scenic areas. The 

next time a friend comes to visit you, show them your list. 

Ask them what states they have visited. 

 

 

 

 

 

“April showers bring forth May flowers.” ⎯English proverb 


