
 

WELCOME VISITORS! 

We are glad to have you join us in 

the worship of Our Lord. 

Please sign the guest book at the back 

of the sanctuary. Mask wearing is 

optional if fully immunized. 

Today’s Alter Representatives 

Worship Leader: ...... Pastor Peter Kuritz 

Greeters/Ushers: .............. Phil Anderson 

Lector: .................................... Ben Mroz 

Music: ...........................Molly Finkbiner 

 

Faith Lutheran Church 

550 Rt. 940 PO Box 228 

Blakeslee, PA 18610 

Office 570-646-0309 

Email: 
faithoffice@faithlutheranblakeslee.org 

Website: 

www.faithlutheranblakeslee.org 

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/Faith-Lutheran-

Church-Blakeslee-PA-1721550018126312 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

NEPA SYNOD: Each morning at 9:30 a.m., Bishop 

Christopher deForest and his staff pause for prayer. Faith 

Lutheran will be included in their prayer this coming week. 

Potluck Rendezvous Dinner: January 20, 2023 @ 5 p.m. 

at the Childers home in Arrowhead Lake, 1137 Kinta 

Circle. 

Bulletin Sponsors and Flower Donations: A sign-up 

sheet for 2023 is located on the table in the foyer entrance 

of the church. In-house bulletin for $10 and $20 towards 

silk flowers, or you may bring your own fresh flowers. 

Usher and Lector Volunteers needed, contact Jacquie 

Halko. Please call (570) 646-3922 or email at 

jacquie5444@yahoo.com. 

MEETINGS 

AA Meeting: Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday at 12 p.m. 

American Red Cross Blood Drive: Wednesday, January 

18, 2023, 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. Please call 1-800-733-2767 to 

pre-register. 

Bible Study: Each Sunday, 7:30 a.m. in the Community 

Room. 

Choir rehearsals: Sunday mornings, 8:30 a.m. 

Instrument rehearsal and Sunday School: Wednesdays, 

5 p.m. 

Faithful Community Quilters: Second Monday of the 

month, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

Pastor Kuritz has weekly office hours. Hours are posted 

on the white boards at the back of the church, or you may 

contact him using his confidential email: 

pastor@faithlutheranblakeslee.org 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Faith-Lutheran-Church-Blakeslee-PA-1721550018126312
https://www.facebook.com/Faith-Lutheran-Church-Blakeslee-PA-1721550018126312
mailto:jacquie5444@yahoo.com
mailto:pastor@faithlutheranblakeslee.org
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In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of God. Through this great epiphany, Jesus 

fulfills all righteousness and becomes the servant of God who will bring forth justice and be a light to the 

nations. In the waters of baptism, we too are washed by the Word, anointed by the Spirit, and named God’s 

beloved children. Our baptismal mission is to proclaim good news to all who are oppressed or in need of 

God’s healing. 

PRELUDE: “Variations on Bunessan” 

WELCOME 

(Please stand as you are able.) 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who makes all things new, whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

(Silence is kept for reflection.) 

Holy One, source of our renewal, we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free 

ourselves. We have not practiced your righteousness. Our hearts have turned away from you. 

For the sake of the world you so love, forgive us, that we may be reconciled to one another 

for the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass and new things I now declare.” God’s 

mercy makes us new. We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. Amen. 

ENTRANCE HYMN: “Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness” WOV 684 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. And also with you. 

KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE: Glory to God 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son 

and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful 

to their calling to be your daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

(Please be seated) 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 42:1-9 

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit 

upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it 

heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 

he will faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established 

justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching. Thus says God, the Lord, who created 

the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives 

breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: I am the Lord, I have called you in 

righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the 

people, a light to the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the 

dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. I am the Lord, that is my name; my glory I give 

to no other, nor my praise to idols. See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now 

declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them. 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God! 

PSALM: Psalm 29 

Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 

Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name; worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 

The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; the LORD is upon the 

mighty waters. 

The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor. 

The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 

The LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 

The voice of the LORD bursts forth in lightning flashes. 

The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 

The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. And in the temple 

of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!” 

The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore. 

O LORD, give strength to your people; give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace. 

SECOND LESSON: Acts 10:34-43 

Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God shows no 

partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 

You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord 

of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
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announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went 

about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are 

witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him 

on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but 

to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the 

dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God 

as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes 

in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God! 

(Please stand as you are able) 

VERSE / GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Alleluia” 

 

GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 3:13-17 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John 

would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you 

come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill 

all righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from 

the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like 

a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with 

whom I am well pleased.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

(Please be seated) 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON 

(Please stand as you are able.) 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: “Down Galilee’s Slow Roadways” 

 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven; 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 
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he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Calling God, you speak with power to your church. Open our hearts and minds to the new things 

you are declaring. Strengthen bishops, pastors, deacons, lay leaders, and teachers of the faith. Equip 

the baptized for your reconciling and redeeming work. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Renewing God, you provide the waters of the earth and in Jesus’ baptism you reveal the waters of 

life. Cleanse and protect oceans, rivers, and watersheds. Bring relief to parched lands and to 

communities without access to safe water. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Righteous God, you never weary of establishing justice. Increase cooperation and constructive 

dialogue between nations. Guide local, national, and international authorities to govern with equity, 

vision, and integrity. We pray for those in military service, for peacemakers, and for our enemies. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Abiding God, your mercy is steadfast. Give sanctuary to people who flee from oppression, war, 

poverty, and famine. Sustain health care workers, caregivers, first responders, counselors, and all 

who help and heal. Comfort those who are grieving or experiencing crisis. Merciful God, receive 

our prayer. 
PRAYER LIST 

Megan; Jim; Jeanine; Tom and Valerie M.; Daniel; Marge M.; Jenn; Lorraine; Rachel; Jeffery H.; Mya; 

Matthew B.; Carol K.; Joe M.; Roberta and Tony R.; Eric L.; Cleo; Deb H.; Joseph F.; John K.; Rev. Rick 

Chavez; Larissa; Drew D.; Peter S.; Jeannette M; Judy; Karen K; Dave B.; Trinity, Bangor. 

Blessing God, in Christ you gather the beloved community. Kindle the gifts of your Spirit in your 

people. Accompany the newly baptized, those recently ordained, and any beginning a new ministry. 

Inspire synodical leaders and congregational councils to serve with imagination and wisdom. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
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Promising God, your faithfulness endures throughout all generations. We give thanks for those who 

have died in Christ, trusting that we will be united with them and all the saints in Christ’s 

resurrection life. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in Christ 

crucified. Amen. 

THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 

(Please share Christ’s peace in social and acceptable ways.) 

(Please be seated) 

OFFERING HYMN: “Come to the Water of Life” by Ray Makeever, 

 played instrumentally by Molly Finkbiner 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 

(Stand as you are able) 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free. Receive these 

offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, and shape us as people of your 

justice and freedom. You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, Amen. 

DIALOGUE 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 

praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a star 

he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved 

Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all the choirs 

of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. You have 

filled all creation with light and life; heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: the promise to Israel, the rescue 

from Egypt, the gift of the promised land, the words of the prophets; and, at this end of all the ages, 

the gift of your Son, who proclaimed the good news in word and deed and was obedient to your 

will, even to giving his life. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 

the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord offered for us. And, 

believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to share with us the great 

and promised feast. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in Christ’s body and blood may live to the 

praise of your glory and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. Amen. Come, Holy 

Spirit. 

Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and unite them with the 

ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come and taste the joy of God! 

(Please be seated) 
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“The body of Christ…. Given for you.” “The blood of Christ…. Shed for you.” 

(Please stand as you are able) 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood or our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this table. Renew our 

strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod ☩ bless, strengthen, 

and uphold you, today and always. Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN:  “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” LBW 328 

 (Verses 1-4) 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. Thanks be to God. 



12 

 

Copyright Acknowledgements 

Preludes: 

Variations on Bunessan, Charles Callahan. © 2006 Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a division of 

MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc., St. Louis, MO. #10-597-3. Reprinted with permission under ONE 

LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Gathering Song: 

Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness, James K. Manley. © 1978, J. Manley Publishing. #44816. Reprinted with 

permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Hymn of the Day: 

Down Galilee’s Slow Roadways, Sylvia G. Dunstan. © 1991, GIA Publications, Inc. #10106. Reprinted 

with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Offering Music: 

Come to the Water of Life, Ray Makeever. © 1999 Augsburg Fortress. #74748. Reprinted with 

permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Sending Hymn: 

All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!, Text: Edward Perronet, 1726-1792, alt., Tune: William Shrubsole, 

1760-1806. © Public Domain. 

Postlude: 

Miles Lane, Charles Callahan. © 2006 Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a division of MorningStar 

Music Publishers. #10-597.68. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights 

reserved. 

Service Music: 

Celtic Alleluia, Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker. © 1985, OCP. #81515. Reprinted with 

permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Glory to God in the Highest, Lutheran Book of Worship, Communion Setting Two. Tune: © 1978, 

Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. 

 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Peggy Rapp, President .............................................................. drpeggy09@aol.com 

John Lyman, Vice-President ..................................................... jclyman@ptd.net 

Barbara Laughlin, Secretary ..................................................... mrs.emt4075@yahoo.com 

Paul Frantz, Finance Committee............................................... pfrantz61@yahoo.com 

Phil Newlander, Finance Secretary ........................................... prnewlander@yahoo.com 

Ben Mroz III, Treasurer ............................................................ Treasurer@faithlutheranblakeslee.org 

Jacquie Halko, Worship Committee ......................................... jacquie5444@yahoo.com 

Tom Hutton, Christian Education ............................................. hutlamp@epix.net 

Don Childers ............................................................................. loisj@ptd.net 

Dick Merrill .............................................................................. dickym@aol.com 

Phil Anderson ........................................................................... xtraham58@hotmail.com 

mailto:drpeggy09@aol.com
mailto:jclyman@ptd.net
mailto:mrs.emt4075@yahoo.com
mailto:pfrantz61@yahoo.com
mailto:prnewlander@yahoo.com
mailto:Treasurer@faithlutheranblakeslee.org
mailto:jacquie5444@yahoo.com
mailto:hutlamp@epix.net
mailto:xtraham58@hotmail.com

