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PRELUDE 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
GREETING  (please stand as you are able) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you.      (2 Corinthians 13:13) 

 
In the beginning was the Word, 

and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
In the Word was life, 

and the life was the light of all people. 
The Word became flesh and lived among us, 

and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth.         (John 1) 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
It is still Christmas. 

Joy is still loose in the world, 
Love is lodged in hearts, 

and peace is still our fervent hope. 
It's still Christmas, 

Though the presents are all unwrapped, 
And decorations are stored away. 

It's still Christmas, 
For God begins anew, giving us a baby to care for 

And calling us to live with tender compassion, gentle care and overflowing 

love. Amen 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you.  
Let us pray.  Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and 

yet more wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the 
one who came to share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  

(please be seated) 

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 61:10--62:3 
To the people who returned to Jerusalem after the exile, the prophet proclaims that God’s salvation 

will fully come to pass. Jerusalem will become a shining light to the nations and righteousness and 

praise will spring up as surely as the earth puts forth vegetation. 

 

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah.   

10I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has 
clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of 

righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns 
herself with her jewels.  For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden 

causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and 
praise to spring up before all the nations.   
  



1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until 
her vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch. The 

nations shall see your vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you shall be 
called by a new name that the mouth of the Lord will give. 3You shall be a crown of 

beauty in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
 

Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God.  

PSALM 148   

1Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise God in the heights. 

 2Praise the LORD, all you angels; sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 

 3Praise the LORD, sun and moon; sing praise, all you shining stars. 
 4Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the heavens. 

 5Let them praise the name of the LORD, who commanded, and they were created, 
 6who made them stand fast forever and ever, giving them a law that shall 

 not pass away.  
 7Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps; 

 8fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 
 9mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars; 

 10wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds; 
 11sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the world; 

 12young men and maidens, old and young together.   
 13Let them praise the name of the LORD, whose name only is exalted, whose 

 splendor is over earth and heaven. 
 14The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful   

servants, the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. Hallelujah!  

 
SECOND READING: GALATIANS 4:4-7 
Paul seeks to show the Galatians that the purpose of Christ’s birth was to liberate us from the law’s 

condemnation so that we would be fully adopted into God’s family as beloved children. 
 

4When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born 

under the law, 5in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might 
receive adoption as children. 6And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit 

of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave but 

a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God. 
 

Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (please stand  as you are able) 
 

Word of life, Jesus Christ, all glory to you! 
Word of life, Jesus Christ, all praise to you! 

Our hearts burn within us while you open to us the Scriptures.  

  



GOSPEL: LUKE 2:22-40 

Luke’s narrative continues with stories that emphasize Jesus’ connection to Judaism. His family is 

devout in its observance of the law, and Jesus himself is recognized as one who will bring glory to 

Israel. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 2nd chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
 22When the time came for their purification according to the law of 

Moses, Joseph and Mary brought Jesus up to Jerusalem to present him to the 
Lord 23(as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be 

designated as holy to the Lord”), 24and they offered a sacrifice according to what is 
stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 

   25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was 
righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 

Spirit rested on him. 26It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would 

not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon 
came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him 

what was customary under the law, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, 
saying, 
29“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word;  
30for my eyes have seen your salvation, 31which you have prepared in the presence 

of all peoples, 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people 
Israel.” 

 33And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about 
him. 34Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is 

destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be 
opposed 35so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will 

pierce your own soul too.”    
 36There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 

Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her 

marriage, 37then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but 
worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 38At that moment she came, 

and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the 
redemption of Jerusalem.  
 39When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they 
returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40The child grew and became 

strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(please be seated) 

 

MESSAGE    ANNA     by Anne E. Curtis 
 

A dramatic presentation performed by Carol Ray.   

 
  



HYMN OF THE DAY:   In His Temple Now Behold Him   LBW 184 
 

1 In his temple now behold him, 
 see the long-expected Lord; 

 ancient prophets had foretold him, 
 God has now fulfilled his word. 

 Now to praise him, his redeemèd 
 shall break forth with one accord. 

 
2 In the arms of her who bore him, 

 virgin pure, behold him lie, 
 while his aged saints adore him, 

 ere in perfect faith they die. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 Lo, the incarnate God Most High! 

 
3 Jesus, by your presentation, 

 when they blest you, weak and poor, 
 make us see your great salvation, 

 seal us with your promise sure; 
 and present us, in your glory, 

 to your Father, cleansed and pure. 
 

CREED AND CONFESSION (please stand as you are able) 

 

In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. 
We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit.  
           (Eph. 1:13-14) 

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the 

dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen  

 
Build yourselves up on your most holy faith;  

pray in the Holy Spirit.         (Jude 20) 

Keep yourselves in the love of God; 

look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ.   (Jude 21) 

If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 



Everything old has passed away; behold, everything has become new!  
           (2 Corinthians 5:17) 

God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. Therefore, let us be reconciled to God 

and to one another.  Gracious God,   
have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 

unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we 
may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your 

holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen  

The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all our 

sins.  Amen 

PEACE 

Sisters and brothers, rejoice. Mend your ways, encourage one another, agree with 

one another, live in peace.         
(2 Corinthians 13:11) 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. (please share the 

peace with a greeting from you seat, then be seated.) 
 

OFFERING 

The  offering is received.  

 

SPECIAL MUSIC  Silent Night    Arr. By John Kraus  
Performed by Molly Finkbiner and Judie Tim 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Let us pray.  Merciful God, 

in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you embrace our lives with your 

great love for humanity. With joy and gladness we ask that these gifts may 
be for many a sign of that love, and that we may continue to share in your 

divine life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

THE PRAYERS (please stand as you are able) 
Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, 

and all who are in need. 

Night and day, all creation praises you, O God. Strengthen your church across 

nations, denominations, and traditions. Fill us with wisdom and unify our 

proclamation of your forgiveness and mercy. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

All creation is holy to you, O God. You cause the earth to bring forth its shoots and 
gardens to spring up. Protect hibernating animals and frozen lands that wait 

earnestly for longer days of awakening and growth. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
great. 

 
The nations are upheld by your hand, O God. Cause righteousness and praise to 

spring forth, inspiring leaders to serve with compassion and integrity.  



Send your spirit of discernment upon legislators grappling with complex decisions for 
the sake of the common good. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 
Send the spirit of your Son into our hearts, O God. Come quickly to hearts that race 

with fear, hearts that break with grief, and hearts that long for wholeness. Reveal 
your power to heal and to save. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 
Adopt us into your family, O God. Bless our elders with the peace and joy of Simeon 

and Anna. Strengthen those who have retired, those who work in older age, and 
those in need of income, food, company, or health care. Connect young and old 

across generations. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Let us depart in peace, O God, according to your word. For all your saints we give 
you thanks. Prepare our salvation in the sight of all your witnesses of every time and 

place. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 
God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our 

prayers to you, in the name of Jesus.  Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PRAYER LIST 
Eddie, Cheryl, Carol and Craig, Bruce, Denis, Megan, Gertrude, George, Mike, 

Jennifer, Sue, Tina, Alex, Donna, Andrea, Ginger, Karen, Janet, Jacquie, Rachel, 

Jenn, Andrea, Ginger, R.C., Richard, Forrest, Roy, Jeanine, Leslie, Cory, Shirley, 
Cocuzza Family, and Members of the armed services, the congregation of St John of 

Honesdale.  In Hospital: Bruce Kulp 
 

BLESSING 
May the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ fill you with every spiritual blessing. 

Amen 
May the God of faithfulness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with 

one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. 
Amen 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.       (Romans 15) 

Amen 

(please be seated) 

 

  



SENDING SONG:    What Child Is This   LBW 40 

 

1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, 
 on Mary's lap is sleeping? 

 Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
 while shepherds watch are keeping? 

 This, this is Christ the king, 
 whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

 haste, haste to bring him laud, 
 the babe, the son of Mary! 

 
2 Why lies he in such mean estate 

 where ox and ass are feeding? 
 Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 

 the silent Word is pleading. 
 Nails, spear shall pierce him through, 

 the cross be borne for me, for you; 

 hail, hail the Word made flesh, 
 the babe, the son of Mary! 

 
3 So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 

 come, peasant, king, to own him. 
 The King of kings salvation brings; 

 let loving hearts enthrone him. 
 Raise, raise the song on high, 

 the virgin sings her lullaby; 
 joy, joy, for Christ is born, 

 the babe, the son of Mary! 
 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

 
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.   Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
Copyright 2002 Ann E. Curtis, all rights reserved. This script may be used free of charge, provided no entrance 

charge is made to the performance.  

Portions from Evangelical Lutheran Worship and sundaysandseasons.com, © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 

reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License No. SB144827 Permission to 

podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License No. A-726919,  CCLI License 

#20635975 and Streaming License #20635982. Artwork: Evangelical Lutheran Worship © 2020 Augsburg 

Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License.  

 

 

 



Christmas Eve Poinsettias 
The following people provided the poinsettias on the Altar for Christmas Eve: 

 
In memory of Frances Smith. 

From Bob and Gail Crownover's. 
 

In memory of Chuck and Ginny Sass. 
From Rev. Debby and Ed North. 

 
In memory to all our loved ones and Merry Christmas to All. 

From Jacquie and Richard Halko. 
 

In memory of Marian, Dean, and John Bradford 
From Barb Kresge. 

 
Dedicated to Shirley Shiner. 

From Bob and Carol Ray. 
 

In memory of Loved ones especially Pat Quakenbush. 
From Don and Lois Childers. 

 
In memory of my Husband Carlton. 

From Joyce Klein. 
 

In Memory of my mother Dorothy Homes. 
From Cheryl Ruocco. 

 
In memory of The Rev. C Philip Laucks. 

From Judie Tim. 
 

In Memory of all our Loved Ones and Merry Christmas to all. 
From Ben Mroz III. 

 
In memory of All Our Beloved. 

From Casabianca Family and The Valentine Family. 
 

Merry Christmas and a Great New Year! 
From Shiner and Seiler Family all 12 Grandkids and 4 Great. 

 
Merry Christmas and a Great New Year!  

From Tom and Laura, George, Jeff and Susan, Jennifer and Wilson. 
 

Peace on Earth and Good Will t'ward Men. 
From Mike and Brenda Gillis 



 
  Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 20, 2020  

 

Scripture Reading: Luke 1:26-38  
God saves us not for what we are but what God can make of us! —Anon. 

 

 
 

e are just five days from Christmas. And in these next five days, more gifts and 

presents will be wrapped than the rest of the year put together! These gifts are a 

reminder that, although we might receive some gifts, and we might give some gifts, the Gift 

we really remember is what God gave us through Jesus Christ. At Christmas we remember 

that God gave his Son, Jesus.  

 Some time ago, a certain pastor from Louisville, Kentucky, discovered the meaning of 

Christmas in an unusual way. At Christmas, he sent his parents a microwave oven. They’d 

never owned or used a microwave before, so they were quite excited with this new gadget. 

The pastor explains: 

 “They were excited that now they, too, could be a part of the instant generation. But 

when dad unpacked the microwave and plugged it in, literally within two seconds the 

microwave transformed two smiles into frowns. Even after reading the directions, they 

couldn’t get it to work. 

 “Two days later, my mother was having lunch with a friend and confessed her inability to 

get that microwave oven to even boil water. ‘To get this silly thing to work,’ she exclaimed, 

‘I don’t really need better directions, I just need my son to come along with the gift!’” 

 There it is! 

 The insight to the meaning of Christmas. 

 When God gave the gift of salvation, God didn’t send a booklet of complicated 

instructions for us to figure out. God sent his Son. 

 Let us give thanks for both the Gift and the Giver! 

              
                                                                              —Timothy Merrill 
 

 

Prayer: O God, thank you for sending your Son to be born in a humble manger at 

Bethlehem. Thank you for sending One who can show us the way to life eternal. Amen. 

 
 

 

 

 

W 



Verse to Remember 
But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see — I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you 

is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 
Messiah, the Lord.” —Luke 2:10-11 

 

 Activity Page  

Week of December 20, 2020 
 

 
 
Daily Bible Readings 

 

Sunday: Proverbs 15-18 

Monday: Proverbs 19-21 

Tuesday: Proverbs 22-24 

Wednesday: Proverbs 25-28  

Thursday: Proverbs 29-31 

Friday: Ecclesiastes 1-3 

Saturday: Ecclesiastes 4-6 
 
Directions: Fill in the word square below using these 9 letters: Two O’s, two I’s, two R’s, 

and one each of D, B and E. The resulting words can be read both across and down. 
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It is Christmas in the heart that puts Christmas in the air. —W.T. Ellis 
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