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WELCOME VISITORS!  

The people of God at Faith Lutheran Church welcome you on this most holy night. If you 

are a visitor, please sign the guest book in the narthex. If you are seeking a church home, 

we joyfully invite you to join with us; please speak to me,  

Pastor Peter Kuritz. 

Holy Communion is open to all baptized believers who trust that the Lord is present for 

them in His Supper. Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices in order to 

fully enter into this time of worship. 

Mask wearing is optional if fully immunized. 

 

 

Christmas Eve Alter Representatives 

Sermon: ....................................................................................................... Rev. Peter Kuritz 

Greeters/Ushers: ................................................................................................. Ben Mroz III 

Lector: .................................................................................................................. Judie Timm 

Music: ............................................................................................................ Molly Finkbiner 

Special Music: .......................................... “Go Tell It, He Is Born,” by Ruth Elaine Schram, 

 ................................................................................................. Sung by Faith Lutheran Choir 

 

 

Offering Plate is located in the back of the church. 

Offerings are gathered for the mission of the church,  

including the care of those in need. 

 

 

 

 



 

PRELUDE  

WELCOME 

 

(Please rise as you are able) 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

P: Come, people of God. Let us give thanks for these holy days of Christmas.  

C: We have come to worship the God of new beginnings and new opportunities. 

P: Come, people of God. Let us celebrate and rejoice for the wondrous gifts given to us. 

C: Here in our worship, we look to the future as we are filled with the gifts of 

Christmas: love, hope, joy, peace! 

P: Now we again sing the joyous carols of Christmas and witness to our Savior’s birth. 

C: Glory to God in the highest! 

 

Christmas Carol: “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” LBW 54 

It came upon the midnight clear 

That glorious song of old 

From angels bending near the Earth 

To touch their harps of gold 

Peace on the Earth, goodwill to all 

From heaven's all gracious king 

The world in solemn stillness lay 

To hear the angels sing 

 

Still through the cloven skies they come 

With peaceful wings unfurled 

And still their heavenly music floats 

O'er all the weary world 

Above its sad and lowly plains 

They bend on hovering wing 

And ever o'er its babel sounds 

The blessed angels sing 

And you beneath life's crushing load 

Whose forms are bending low 

Who toil along the climbing way 

With painful steps and slow 

Look now for glad and golden hours 

Come swiftly on the wing 

O rest beside the weary road 

And hear the angels sing 

 

For lo the days are hastening on 

By prophets seen of old 

When with the ever circling years 

Shall come the time foretold 

When peace shall over all the earth 

Its ancient splendors fling,  

And all the world give back the song 

Which now the angels sing 

 

Greeting: P: The Lord be with you!   C: And also with you! 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:  Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. 

Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day 

wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C:  Amen     

 

(Please be seated)  



 

WREATH CANDLE LIGHTING:  The Light of Christ 

Tonight, we extinguish the Advent candles.  The first candle reminded us to recapture the 

wonder of the season.  In the midst of repeated refrains and familiar stories, Advent was a 

time to be awed by the God who came to restore our world.  The second candle called us 

to remember the promises of old, that from the dawn of creation all things have unfolded 

according to God's redemptive plan. The third candle called us to listen to the God who 

still speaks to us today. Advent was time to hear afresh the joy of God's reconciling love 

the beckons us homeward.  The fourth candle called us to reawaken our sense of 

expectation and behold the miraculous in our day and time. Tonight, we light the Christ 

candle, rejoicing in the Good News of the holy birth, the hope of humanity, and the Light 

of the World. 

P: For anyone who has walked in darkness, a new light has dawned!  

O come, let us adore him! 

For anyone who has ever felt forgotten, a new light has dawned! 

O come, let us adore him! 

For anyone whose patience has been put to the test, a new light has dawned! 

O come, let us adore him! 

For anyone in search of the way, the truth, and the life, a new day has dawned! 

O come, let us adore him! 
 

Lord Jesus, tonight we join the angelic choir proclaiming glory to God in the highest.   

In a world where people seek the perfect gift to give, we rejoice because you have already 

given it.  As you lit up the sky that first Christmas, continue to illuminate our world with 

your presence.  We pray on this Christmas Eve that you would guide our every step, hear 

our every prayer, and delight in every praise as we come and worship Christ our newborn 

King. 
 

Christmas Carol: “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” LBW 60
Hark! the herald angels sing 

Glory to the newborn King 

Peace on earth and mercy mild 

God and sinners reconcile. 

Joyful all you nations rise 

Join the triumph of the skies; 

With the angelic host proclaim 

'Christ is born in Bethlehem' 

 

Refrain 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the newborn king!" 

 

Christ, by highest heav'n adored, 

Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

late in time behold him come, 

offspring of a virgin's womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! 

Hail, incarnate deity! 

Pleased as man with us to dwell, 

Jesus, our Emmanuel!  Refrain 

 

Hail, the heaven-born Prince of peace! 

Hail the Son of righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, 

Risen with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, 

Born that man no more may die, 

Born to raise the sons of earth, 

Born to give them second birth. Refrain 
 



 

First Reading:  Isaiah 9:2-7 

 2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— on them light has shined. 

 3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as 

with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 

 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders,  

  the rod of their oppressor, 

  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

  and all the garments rolled in blood 

  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

 6For a child has been born for us, 

  a son given to us; 

 authority rests upon his shoulders; 

  and he is named 

 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 7His authority shall grow continually, 

  and there shall be endless peace 

 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

  He will establish and uphold it 

 with justice and with righteousness 

  from this time onward and forevermore. 

 The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.  

 

Christmas Carol: “What Child Is This” LBW 40 

What child is this, who, laid to rest, 

on Mary's lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 

while shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the king, 

whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

haste, haste to bring him laud, 

the babe, the son of Mary! 

 

Why lies he in such mean estate 

where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 

the silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear shall pierce him through,  

the cross be borne for me, for you; 

hail, hail the Word made flesh, 

the babe, the son of Mary! 

 

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 

come, peasant, king, to own him. 

The King of kings salvation brings; 

let loving hearts enthrone him. 

Raise, raise the song on high, 

the virgin sings her lullaby; 

joy, joy, for Christ is born, 

the babe, the son of Mary! 

 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898

 

 



 

Second Reading:  Titus 2:11-14 

11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce 

impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, 

upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory 

of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might 

redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for 

good deeds.   (Rise as you are able) 

 

Christmas Carol: “O Come All Ye Faithful” LBW 45   

O come, all ye faithful, 

joyful and triumphant! 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

come and behold him, 

born the king of angels: 

Refrain 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord! 

The highest, most holy, 

light of light eternal, 

born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 

Son of the Father 

now in flesh appearing!  Refrain 

Sing, choirs of angels, 

sing in exultation, 

sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God 

in the highest:  Refrain 

 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 

born this happy morning; 

Jesus, to thee be glory giv'n! 

Word of the Father, 

now in flesh appearing:  Refrain 

 
Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 

1802-1880, sts. 1, 3-4; tr. unknown, st. 2 

Reading of the Christmas Narrative:  Luke 2:1-20 

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 

descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to 

whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time 

came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him 

in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night.  9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for 

see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day 

in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: 

you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”  
13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God 

and saying, 



 

 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

[ 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 

“Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 

made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 

lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them 

about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But 

Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.] 

 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord.   C:  Praise to you, O Christ.  (Please be seated) 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

MESSAGE 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Away in a Manger” LBW 67  

(Please stand as you are able) 

Away in a manger,  

no crib for his bed, 

the little Lord Jesus  

laid down his sweet head; 

the stars in the sky  

looked down where he lay; 

the little Lord Jesus  

asleep on the hay. 

 

The cattle are lowing;  

the poor baby wakes, 

but little Lord Jesus  

no crying he makes. 

I love you, Lord Jesus;  

look down from the sky 

and stay by my cradle  

till morning is nigh. 

 

Be near me, Lord Jesus;  

I ask you to stay 

close by me forever  

and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children  

in your tender care 

and fit us for heaven,  

to live with you there. 

 
Text: North American, anonymous, 19th cent 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you all. C:  And also with you.   

 

(Please share the peace of Christ with others) 

 

(Please be seated) 

 

Special Music: “Oh Holy Night” Sung by Phil Newlander. 

 



 

OFFERTORY SONG:   Oh, What Shall I Render (Sung to the tune of “Away In a 

Manger”) (Please stand as you are able) 

Oh, what shall I render in thanks to my Lord 

for all the good gifts by which I am restored? 

No treasure I tender could ever repay 

God's mercy and faithfulness, new ev'ry day. 

 

My hands take the cup of salvation you give; 

I'll praise you, O God, for as long as I live. 

My thanks will rise up as I call on your name, 

with all of your people your goodness proclaim. 

Text: Martin A. Seltz, based on Ps. 116.  © 1998 Augsburg Fortress 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

P: Holy God, your beauty shines forth from the manger and your love flows from the 

cross. As you gather us around these signs of your love come among us, warm us to extend 

your care among the hungry and all in need. In Jesus’ name we pray. C: Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING (sung to the tune of “Good Christian Friends Rejoice” LBW 55) 

P: Oh may the Lord be with you.  

C: And may the Lord be with you too. 

P: Lift your hearts to him in praise. 

C: To the Lord our hearts we raise. 

P: Let us offer praises true. 

C: It is fitting so to do.   Gratefully we sing…to the Lord our King. 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P: Holy God, Creator of all and Source of life, at the birth of time your word brought light 

into the world. In the fullness of time, you sent your Word, born of Mary, to shine in our 

darkness and to make us your daughters and sons. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks. Then 

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup and he blessed it, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup, that, held and nourished by you, we may 

live as your children, shining with the light of your Son.  



 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your 

holy Church, both now and forever. C: Amen 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P:  Love has come: God’s love for all people. Come and eat, for Christ invites you.     

(Please be seated) 

 

(If you would like please take a couple of moments and prepare your communion elements 

by lifting both films back halfway or however comfortable.) 

 

“The body of Christ…. Given for you.”  “The blood of Christ…. Shed for you.” 

 

(After all have communed—please stand as you are able)  

 

THE BLESSING  

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and fill you with His peace 

and joy. C:  Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P: God of wonder, in Jesus we behold the light of the world come near. As you have come 

among us now, send us out in joy, hastening to share the good news of your love. We ask 

this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit dwelling among us now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 

CANDLE LIGHTING 

(Please light up your candles as the ushers come buy the center. At the conclusion of 

Silent Night, blow off the candle carefully that it does not affect the person in front of you. 

As you leave, place the candle back in the box.) 

 

P:  The light of God has come into the world and the darkness cannot overcome it. Jesus 

said, “I am the light of the world.” Jesus also said, “You are the light of the world. Let 

your light so shine that others may see your good works and glorify your Father in 

heaven.”   

(During the 3rd verse hold your candles high.) 



 

Christmas Carol: “Silent Night” LBW 65 

Silent night! Holy night!  

All is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon Virgin Mother and Child! 

Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace! 

Sleep in heavenly peace! 

 

Silent night! Holy night!  

Shepherds quake at the sight! 

Glories stream from Heaven afar, 

Heavenly Hosts sing Alleluia! 

Christ, the Savior, is born! 

Christ, the Savior, is born. 

 

Silent night! Holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 

Radiant beams from Thy Holy Face 

With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at Thy Birth! 

Jesus, Lord, at Thy Birth! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BLESSING 

P: God the Creator who delights in you, Jesus the Savior who is born for you, and the life-

giving Spirit who shines on you, ☩ bless you and keep you in hope and peace.  C: Amen.   

 

(Candles are extinguished) 

 

Christmas Carol: “Joy to the World” LBW 39 

Joy to The world! the Lord is come 

Let earth receive its King 

Let every heart prepare him room 

And heaven and nature sing 

And heaven and nature sing 

And heaven and heaven and nature sing 

 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns 

Let all their songs employ 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and 

plains 

Repeat the sounding joy 

Repeat the sounding joy 

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy 

No more let sin and sorrow grow 

Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make his blessings flow 

Far as the curse is found 

Far as the curse is found 

Far as, far as the curse is found 

 

He rules the world with truth and grace 

And makes the nations prove  

The glories of His righteousness 

And wonders of His love  

And wonders of His love  

And wonder wonders of His love 

 

DISMISSAL 

P:  Christ is born!  Go tell it on the mountain and everywhere. 

C:  Thanks be to God! 
 
 

 



 

PRAYER LIST 

Tracey E., Drew D., Margery B, Barbara M, Kevin D, Sherry K, Walt D, Adam C. and 

Family, Judy H., Megan, Jim, Roberta R., Mike, Judi O’D, Diana, Wolcott, Dawn, 

Jeanine, Allen B., Tom and Valerie M., Ed, the congregation of St. John of Scotrun. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 

On Behalf of the Council Members and Staff. 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

Peggy Rapp, President drpeggy09@aol.com 
John Lyman, Vice President jclyman@ptd.net 
Paul Frantz, Council Secretary /Finance Chair pfrantz61@yahoo.com 

finance@faithlutheranblakeslee.org 
Ben Mroz III, Treasurer benmroz@gmail.com 

treasurer@faithlutheranblakeslee.org 
Phil Newlander, Financial Secretary prnewlander@yahoo.com 
Jacquie Halko, Worship Committee jacquie5444@yahoo.com 
Thomas Hutton, Christian Learning hutlamp@epix.net 
Glenda Hoffman, Witness and Service catmom3@ptd.net 

 
 

Mrs. Molly Finkbiner, Director of Music mollrose11@gmail.com 
Judie Tim, Sunday School Coordinator judietim@ptd.net 
Barbara Fox, Care Team Coordinator foxygram@ptd.net 
Maritza Oquendo, Parish Secretary  moquendo@faithlutheranblakeslee.org 

 

 



 

 
Preludes: 

In the Bleak Midwinter/Still Still Still, composed by Josie Merlino. 

Permission to live-stream granted by composer. 

O Little Town of Bethlehem/See Amid the Winter's Snow, composed by Josie Merlino. 

Permission to live-stream granted by composer. 

Away in a Manger, composed by Josie Merlino. 

Permission to live-stream granted by composer. 

Angels We Have Heard on High, composed by Josie Merlino. 

Permission to live-stream granted by composer. 

Il Est Ne, Le Divin Enfant, composed by Josie Merlino. 

Permission to live-stream granted by composer. 

O Come All Ye Faithful, composed by Josie Merlino. 

Permission to live-stream granted by composer. 

 

Final Prelude, sung by Phil Newlander: 

O Holy Night, John S. Dwight, Adolphe Adam. 

Music and Text: © Public Domain.  

 

Hymns: 

It Came Upon a Midnight Clear, Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810-1876, alt. Tune: Richard S. Willis, 

1819-1900.  

Tune and Text: © Public Domain.  

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing, Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. Tune: Felix Mendelssohn, 

1809-1847.   

Tune and Text: © Public Domain.  

What Child Is This, Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, Tune: English ballad, 16th century.    

#EXS00115SD 

Tune and Text: © Public Domain.  

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. 

O Come, All Ye Faithful, John Francis Wade.     

#EXS00153SD 

Tune and Text: © Public Domain.  

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. 

 

Hymn of the Day: Away in a Manger, Traditional, James Murray, William Kirkpatrick. 

#EXS00150SD. Tune and Text: © Public Domain.  

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Silent Night, Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; tr. John F. Young, 1820-1885, Tune: Franz Gruber, 

1787-1863. #92350  

Tune and Text: © Public Domain.  

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Joy To The World, Isaac Watts, George F. Handel. 

#EXS00155SD 

Tune and Text: © Public Domain.  

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Special Music: Sung by Faith Lutheran Choir. 

Go Tell It, He Is Born, Ruth Elaine Schram. #1008697      

Tune and Text: © 2009 Lorenz Publishing Company/Lorenz Corporation (admin. by Music Services) 

All Rights Reserved. ASCAP   

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. 

 

Postlude: 

Angels from the Realms of Glory, L. Dean Bye. 

Music: © 1990 by Mel Bay Publications, Inc. Pacific Mo. 63069 

All Rights Reserved. International Copyright Secured. 


