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TODAY’S SERVICE 

Hymn of the Day: “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright!” pg. 8 
Special Music: “In the Bleak Midwinter”  
Arrangement: Gustav Holst guitar duo. Played by Rick Halko & Molly Finkbiner 
Sending Hymn: “Christ, Be Our Light” pg. 9 
Call to Worship ............................................................................................. pg. 3 
Prayer of the Day .......................................................................................... pg. 3 
First Reading:  Isaiah 60:1-6 pg. 4 
Psalm Reading:  Psalm 147:12-20 pg. 5 
Second Reading: Ephesians 1:3-14 pg. 6 
Gospel: John 1:1-18 pg. 7 
 

TODAY’S WORSHIP ASSISTANTS ARE: 
Greeters/Ushers: ............................................................................... Don Childers 
Lector: ............................................................................................... Lois Childers 

The bulletin sponsors this morning to the Glory of God are 
by Don and Lois Childers. In memory of my Father, Prescott Quackenbush. 

 

PARISH CALENDAR –January 1 - 7 
Monday 1:00 pm TOMEC 
Tuesday and Fridays 12 noon AA Meeting 
Thursday 10:00 am AA Meeting 
Sunday 9:30 am Holy Communion 

 

Attendance for December 20, 2020: Indoor Total: 31, Outdoor 2, Facebook 40 
December 24, 2020: Indoor Total: 35, Outdoor 0, Facebook Engaged 120 
December 27, 2020: Indoor Total: 23, Outdoor 0, Facebook Engaged 31 

 

PRAYER LIST 
Eddie, Cheryl, Carol and Craig, Bruce, Denis, Megan, Gertrude, George, Mike, 
Jennifer, Sue, Tina, Alex, Donna, Andrea, Ginger, Karen, Janet, Jacquie, Rachel, 
Jenn, Andrea, Ginger, R.C., Richard, Forrest, Roy, Jeanine, Leslie, Cory, Shirley, 
Cocuzza Family, Kathy, Tom and Members of the armed services, the 
congregation of Prince of Peace of Johnsonville.   
In Hospital: Bruce Kulp 
 
WELCOME VISITORS! We are glad to have you join us in the worship of Our 
Lord. Please sign the guest book at the back of the sanctuary. 
Holy Communion is open to all baptized believers who trust that the Lord is 
present for them in His supper.  Parents are invited to bring young children 
forward for a blessing at Communion. Please silence all cell phones and other 
electronic devices to fully enter into this time of worship.   pg. 1 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Lessons and Carols for the Feast of Epiphany – January 6:   Christ Lutheran 
and First Presbyterian Churches, both of Allentown, are holding a “Lessons and 
Carols” service on Zoom for the Feast of the Epiphany. The service is on 
Wednesday, January 6 and begins at 7:30 pm; pre-service music will begin at 
7:20.  Here is the information to join the service on January 6.  (For a direct 
link you can go to the Northeast Pennsylvania Synod website.) 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/107650768?pwd=MXYrclVsQUVWMTUxcTZwOG
djVVN0Zz09 - Meeting ID: 107 650 768 Password: 003931 
 
First Monday Zoom Fellowship:   Start of the New Year by staying connected 
with your friends at Faith!    Use the information below to log in and say Hi!   I 
will also send out an email with this information by Sunday night.   
https://zoom.us/j/92588893808?pwd=MmVCZlN6ZDVwTERCKzljVnN2ZnhqZ
z09 - Meeting ID: 925 8889 3808      Passcode: 570189 
 
Bulletin Sponsors:  We are now printing our bulletin covers in-house. You may 
sponsor each week’s bulletin for only $10. This covers the cost of color copies.  
We currently need sponsors for January 10. 17, 24 and 31. A new sign-up 
sheet for 2021 is on the back table if you haven’t signed up yet. 
 
Flower Sponsors: Because we no longer have a local florist to arrange and 
deliver flowers, we are looking to provide altar flowers in one of two ways.  
When you sign up for a week, you can either donate $20 towards silk flowers 
to be used in arrangements or indicate that you plan on bringing flowers for 
the altar that week, which you may then take home with you after the service.  
Vases are available at church.  A sign-up sheet is on the back table…please 
indicate which type of donation you are offering.  Please note that we are also 
looking for a volunteer or two to help with purchasing and arranging the silk 
flower arrangements.  If you can help, please contact the office (570-646-
0309 or email faithoffice@faithlutheranblakeslee.org ) or speak to Pastor 
Debby. Available Dates: January 10, 17, and 31. 
 
Stewardship Snippets 
“But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to 
become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh 
or of the will of man, but of God.” ‐John 1:12‐13 
We begin 2021 with the sure and certain knowledge that the Christ has given 
us power and new birth as children of God. Our world is still filled with 
uncertainty, suffering, and fear, but none of these things can undo the hope 
and promise we have in Christ. 

pg. 2 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/107650768?pwd=MXYrclVsQUVWMTUxcTZwOGdjVVN0Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/107650768?pwd=MXYrclVsQUVWMTUxcTZwOGdjVVN0Zz09
https://zoom.us/j/92588893808?pwd=MmVCZlN6ZDVwTERCKzljVnN2ZnhqZz09
https://zoom.us/j/92588893808?pwd=MmVCZlN6ZDVwTERCKzljVnN2ZnhqZz09
mailto:faithoffice@faithlutheranblakeslee.org


Call to Worship 
 
We gather: a community of faith in God’s upside-down world. 
We gather to celebrate that no darkness can extinguish light, 
to remember that love will always be more powerful than death, 
and to trust that peace will always be stronger than violence. 
We gather as people of faith in the light of God’s Word. 
We come to worship. 
 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of 
your incarnate Word. By your grace empower us to reflect 
your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6 
 
1Arise, shine; for your light has come,  
  and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
 2For darkness shall cover the earth, 
  and thick darkness the peoples; 
 but the Lord will arise upon you, 
  and his glory will appear over you. 
 3Nations shall come to your light, 
  and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
 4Lift up your eyes and look around; 
  they all gather together, they come to you; 
 your sons shall come from far away, 
  and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ 
arms. 
 5Then you shall see and be radiant; 
  your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
 because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
  the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
 6A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
  the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
  all those from Sheba shall come. 
 They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
  and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 
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Psalm Reading:  Psalm 147:12-20 
 

12Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; 
  praise your God, O Zion, 
 13who has strengthened the bars of your gates 
  and has blessed your children within you. 
 14God has established peace on your borders 
  and satisfies you with the finest wheat. 
 15God sends out a command to the earth, 
  a word that runs very swiftly. 
 16God gives snow like wool, 
  scattering frost like ashes. 
 17God scatters hail like bread crumbs. 
  Who can stand against God’s cold? 
 18The Lord sends forth the word and melts them; 
  the wind blows, and the waters flow. 
 19God declares the word to Jacob, 
  statutes and judgments to Israel. 
 20The Lord has not done so to any other nation; 
  they do not know God’s judgments. Hallelujah!  
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Second Reading: Ephesians 1:3-14 
 
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in Christ before the 
foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him 
in love. 5He destined us for adoption as his children through 
Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6to the 
praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in 
the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, 
the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of 
his grace 8that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and 
insight 9he has made known to us the mystery of his will, 
according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10as 
a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, 
things in heaven and things on earth. 11In Christ we have also 
obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to 
the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to 
his counsel and will, 12so that we, who were the first to set 
our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13In 
him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were 
marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14this is the 
pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own 
people, to the praise of his glory. 
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Gospel - John 1:1-18 
 
 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with 
God. 3All things came into being through him, and without 
him not one thing came into being. What has come into 
being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
did not overcome it. 
  6There was a man sent from God, whose name was 
John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all 
might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but 
he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which 
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
  10He was in the world, and the world came into being 
through him; yet the world did not know him. 11He came to 
what was his own, and his own people did not accept 
him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, 
he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, 
not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, 
but of God. 
  14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we 
have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of 
grace and truth. 15(John testified to him and cried out, “This 
was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead 
of me because he was before me.’ ”) 16From his fullness we 
have all received, grace upon grace. 17The law indeed was 
given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, 
who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 
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Hymn of the Day 
O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright! – LBW 76 

 
1 O Morning Star, how fair and bright! 
 You shine with God’s own truth and light, 
 aglow with grace and mercy! 
 Of Jacob’s race, King David’s Son, 
 our Lord and master, you have won 
 our hearts to serve you only! 
 Lowly, holy! 
 Great and glorious, 
 all victorious, 
 rich in blessing! 
 Rule and might o’er all possessing! 
 
3 Lord, when you look on us in love, 
 at once there falls from God above 
 a ray of purest pleasure. 
 Your word and Spirit, flesh and blood 
 refresh our souls with heav’nly food. 
 You are our dearest treasure! 
 Let your mercy 
 warm and cheer us! 
 Oh, draw near us! 
 For you teach us 
 God’s own love through you has reached us. 
 
Text: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978 
© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
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Sending - Christ, Be Our Light – ELW 715 
 

1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 
Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
Make us your own, your holy people, 
light for the world to see. 
 
2 Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 
Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has pow'r to save us. 
Make us your living voice.   
 
3 Longing for food, many are hungry. 
Longing for water, many still thirst. 
Make us your bread, broken for others, 
shared until all are fed.   
 
4 Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 
Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
Make us your building, sheltering others, 
walls made of living stone.   
 
5 Many the gifts, many the people, 
many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
Let us be servants to one another, 
signs of your kingdom come.  Refrain 
 
Refrain 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today. 
Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957 Text © 1993 Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP 
Publications. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  
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CORRESPONDENCE 
 
The Rev. Debra North, Pastor  Home Phone 570-481-4474 
Mrs. Molly Finkbiner, Director of Music mollrose11@gmail.com 
Judie Tim, Sunday School Coordinator judietim@ptd.net 
Barbara Fox, Care Team Coordinator foxygram@ptd.net 
Maritza Oquendo, Parish Secretary  moquendo@faithlutheranblakeslee.org 
 Office Phone 570-646-0309 
 Church Email: faithoffice@faithlutheranblakeslee.org 
Faith Lutheran Church Website www.faithlutheranblakeslee.org 
Facebook Faith Lutheran Church, Blakeslee PA 
 
 
Council Members 
Mike Gillis, President hc89x48@ptd.net 
Paul Frantz, Vice President/Finance Chair pfrantz61@yahoo.com 
 finance@faithlutheranblakeslee.org 
Ben Mroz III, Treasurer benmroz@gmail.com 
 treasurer@faithlutheranblakeslee.org 
John Lyman, Church Council Secretary jclyman@ptd.net 
Phil Newlander, Financial Secretary prnewlander@yahoo.com 
Nancy Croughn, Witness and Service nannycroughn@gmail.com 
Bob Crownover, Member bgcrown@aol.com 
Jacquie Halko, Worship Committee jacquie5444@yahoo.com 
Thomas Hutton, Member hutlamp@epix.net 
Barbara Monroe, Worship Committee barbboogie17@gmail.com 
Peggy Rapp, Witness and Service drpeggy09@aol.com 
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GOSPEL MESSAGE 

January 3, 2021 

SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 

Truth beyond the Facts 

There are many questions today about facts. Who do we trust to give us 

the facts? What sources and individuals are reliable? Social media can be 

a great tool for sharing, but it has also become a means of spreading 

misinformation, false beliefs, and bad advice. Many people today are 

suspicious of what some claim to be the facts. 

Even if we have the right facts, we might not have something more 

important: the truth. Facts can be a partial representation of the truth. 

Facts might tell us that it is sunny and warm this morning, but the 

weather forecast might say thunderstorms are coming in the afternoon. 

The latter statement is truth. Truth is the larger reality that smaller facts 

don’t capture, and sometimes contradict. 

John tells us that Jesus is God’s Word, full of grace and truth. In Jesus 

we get the full truth of God, not merely the facts. What are the facts we 

might see? We are all sinful and have strayed from God’s just and loving 

ways. The world is a mess. Left to our own ways, we are surely lost. 

These are the facts, as if we woke up to a dangerous thunderstorm but 

don’t know what the weather forecast is after that. Jesus is the fuller truth 

that in spite of the stormy mess of the world and our individual lives, 

God’s grace is a gift to us in Christ. There is a blue sky and a safe calm 

that is ours through divine love. 

Some of us live with messages that tell us we are not the right kind of 

person to receive God’s grace because of our past mistakes, or ethnicity, 

or gender identity, or level of education, or poverty. The truth of Jesus 

Christ tells us we are children of God. “From his fullness we have all 

received, grace upon grace” (John 1:16). This is the truth that gives us 

life. 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 
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