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May 22, 2022 

Welcome! 

 

We are glad to have you join us 

in the worship of Our Lord. 

Please sign the guest book at 

the back of the sanctuary. 

 

Mask wearing is optional if 

you are fully vaccinated. 

 

Today’s Altar Servers 

Clergy:............ Rev. Peter Kuritz 

Greeters/Usher:.... Don Childers 

Lector: .................. Lois Childers  

Music: ............. Molly Finkbiner 

 

Faith Lutheran Church  

550 Rt. 940 PO Box 228 

Blakeslee, PA 18610  

Office 570-646-0309 

 

Email: 
faithoffice@faithlutheranblakeslee.org 

 

Website: 

www.faithlutheranblakeslee.org 

 

Facebook:  

https://www.facebook.com/Faith-

Lutheran-Church-Blakeslee-PA-

1721550018126312  

  
 

 

 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Meetings 

AA Meeting – Tuesday and Friday at 12 pm and Thursday at 10 am. 

 

Choir: Rehearsals in the Sanctuary at 8:45 on Sundays. 

 

Boomwhackers, Bells and Chimes: Wednesday, at 5:00 p.m. and 

Sunday School soon after practice. 

 

Faithful Community Quilters: Every 2nd Monday of the month from 

10 am to 3 pm.  

 

Bible Study: Each Sunday morning at 7:30 am in the Community 

Room.   

 

Usher and Lector Volunteers needed, contact Jacquie Halko. Please 

call (570) 646-3922 or email at jacquie5444@yahoo.com. 

 

Bulletin Sponsors and Flower Donations: New 2022 Bulletin located 

in the foyer table entrance of the church. In-house bulletin for $10 and 

$20 towards silk flowers or you may bring your own fresh flowers.    
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Visions abound in the readings for the sixth Sunday of Easter. Paul has a vision about what to do. John has a 

vision of what will be. Jesus provides visions of peace that surpasses human understanding and power beyond 

human imagination. 

 

PRELUDE:  

McKee, Peter Pindar Stearns; Repton, Peter Pindar Stearns; Welwyn, Peter Pindar Stearns.  

 

(Please stand as you are able.) 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM   

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

In the waters of baptism, we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ, and we are a 

new creation. For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God, who was, who is, and 

who is to come. 

 
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 

 

We thank you, God, for your river of life, flowing freely from your throne: through the earth, 

through the city, through every living thing. You rescued Noah and his family from the flood; 

You opened wide the sea for the Israelites. Now in these waters you flood us with mercy, and 

our sin is drowned forever.  

 

You open the gate of righteousness and we pass safely through. In Jesus Christ, you calm 

the troubled waters. You nourish us and enclose us in safety. You call us forth and send us 

out. In lush and barren places, you are with us. You have become our salvation.  

 

Now breathe upon this water and awaken your church once more. Claim us again as your 

beloved and holy people. Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear. 

 

To you, our Beginning and our End, our Shepherd and Lamb, be honor, glory, praise, and 

thanksgiving, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 

GATHERING HYMN:          “My Life Flows on in  Endless Song                      WOV 781 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all. And also with you. 
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KYRIE 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE “BLESS THE LORD, O MY SOUL 

Bless the Lord, O my soul; bless the Lord, O my soul; 

And all that is within me, bless God’s Holy Name.  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
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Bountiful God, you gather your people into your realm, and you promise us food from your tree 

of life. Nourish us with your word, that empowered by your Spirit we may love one another and 

the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

FIRST LESSON:  ACTS 16: 9 - 15 

During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and 

saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” When he had seen the vision, we immediately 

tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good 

news to them. We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following 

day to Neapolis, and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia 

and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. On the sabbath day we went 

outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down 

and spoke to the women who had gathered there. A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of 

God, was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The 

Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. When she and her household 

were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come 

and stay at my home.” And she prevailed upon us. 

 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

Psalm 67 

May God be merciful to us and bless us; may the light of God’s face shine upon us. 

 Let your way be known upon earth, your saving health among all nations. 

Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 

 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,  

 for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations on earth. 

Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 

 The earth has brought forth its increase; God, our own God, has blessed us. 

May God give us blessing, and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe. 

 

 

SECOND LESSON: REVELATION 21: 10, 22 –22:5 

 

And in the spirit one of the angels carried me away to a great, high mountain and showed me 

the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God. I saw no temple in the city, for 

its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or moon 

to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. The nations will walk  



5 

 

 

by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. Its gates will never be shut 

by day—and there will be no night there. People will bring into it the glory and the honor of the 

nations. But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practices abomination or falsehood, 

but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life.  

 

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the 

throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the 

river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the 

leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. Nothing accursed will be found there 

anymore. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship 

him; they will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. And there will be no more 

night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign 

forever and ever. 

 

Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God!     

 

 

 

VERSE / GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Alleluia”    (Please stand as you are able) 
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GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel according to John, the 14th Chapter beginning at the 23rd verse.   

 
  

John 14: 23 -29 

 

Jesus answered Judas (not Iscariot), “Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father 

will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. Whoever does not 

love me does not keep my words; and the word that you hear is not mine but is from the Father 

who sent me. 

 

“I have said these things to you while I am still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, 

whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I 

have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the 

world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. You heard me say 

to you, ‘I am going away, and I am coming to you.’ If you loved me, you would rejoice that I 

am going to the Father, because the Father is greater than I. And now I have told you this before 

it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe.” 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.   

 
(Please be seated) 

 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

 

SERMON 

 

 

(Please stand as you are able after the sermon.) 
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HYMN OF THE DAY:           “Lord, Be Glorified”     
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NICENE CREED  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and all that 

is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of the Father, God from God, Light 

from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 

Through Him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 

heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and  

 

was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 

was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended 

into heaven and is seated on the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken by 

the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 

Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look to the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 

the world to come. Amen 

 
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

 

Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the church, 

people in need, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

God of new life, open your church to the unexpected ways your Spirit is at work. Guide 

bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders in their visioning, partnership, and planning. 

Surround us with your peace. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Give a vision of increase and abundant harvest for farmers, laborers, and gardeners who are 

beginning their growing season. Join their efforts with the goodness of creation to feed all living 

things. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Shine your light of wisdom and peace among nations. When those in power seek to assert 

dominance over others, confound their ways and make them yield to your humble authority. 

God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Give safe haven to those who seek healing, liberation, or peace (especially). Create places filled 

with hospitality where hurting people find your loving presence and wholeness. God, in your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Uphold the work of ministries and organizations in our communities who assist people 

experiencing homelessness, citizens returning from prison, and all marginalized people 

(especially). Accomplish your will through their efforts. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for those in need as we say their names aloud or in our hearts: 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Barbara, Mark., Susan, Swatzell Family, Bobbies family: Denise P., Bob Jr, and Brent P.Jason R., Robert F., 

RC, Mike and Brenda G, Erik C, Sabrina, Tracey E., Drew D., Margery B, Barbara M, Kevin D, Sherry K, Walt 

D, Adam C. and Family, Megan, Jim, Roberta R., Judi O’D, Diana, Wolcott Family, Dawn, Jeanine, Allen B., 

Tom and Valerie M., Joyce, Rick, Julie, Pastor Dennis B, and Marge. 
 

Assemble your people at rivers, streams, and fonts, where we remember our baptism and 

welcome others into the communion of saints. Gather us with those who have died (especially) 

when we meet together at your river of life. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 

 

(Please share Christ’s peace in social and acceptable ways.) (Please be 

seated) 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING MUSIC:  Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring, J.S. Bach, arranged for piano and organ by 

E. Power Biggs.......................played by Judie Tim, piano, and Molly Finkbiner, organ.  

 

(Please stand as you are able) 

 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER  

Living God, you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your peaceable reign, and you 

welcome us all at your table. Reach out to us through this meal, and show us your wounded and 

risen body, that we may be nourished and believe in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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DIALOGUE 

 

The Lord be with you.    And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.     We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise.  

 
 

 

PREFACE  

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, 

whose suffering and death gave salvation to all. You gather your people around the tree of the 

cross, transforming death into life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 

 

 
 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the majesty of 

your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes 

in him may not perish but have eternal life. 

  



11 

 

 

 

We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will 

and to accomplish all things for our salvation.   

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 

this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 

sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 

he comes. Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his 

glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, 

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you 

mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless 

us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in 

the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the 

forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people 

and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 

  

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now 

and forever. 

AMEN 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The risen Christ dwells with us here. 

All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come. 
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(Please be seated. Please prepare your communion elements however you are comfortable.) 

LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“The body of Christ…. Given for you.”  “The blood of Christ…. Shed for you.” 

(After all have communed—please stand as you are able)  

 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING  

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.  

 

 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we have tasted the new heaven 

and earth where hunger and thirst are no more. Send us from this table as witnesses to the 

resurrection, that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name. Amen.  
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POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 
 

 

 

BLESSING 

God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the life-giving Spirit of adoption, 

☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

SENDING HYMN:   “What a Fellowship, What A Joy Divine”    WOV 780 

 

SENDING BLESSING:  The Lord Bless You and Keep You, Peter Lutkin, arr. William 

Livingston..............sung by Faith Lutheran Choir.  
 

DISMISSAL:  

Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Tell what God has done. Thanks be to God. 
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Copyright Acknowledgements 

 

Preludes: McKee, Peter Pindar Stearns. © 1987 Malcolm Music (Admin. by Hal Leonard LLC). #2899022. CCLI 

License #20635975 and Streaming License #20635982. 

Repton, Peter Pindar Stearns. © 1987 Malcolm Music (Admin. by Hal Leonard LLC). #2899077. CCLI 

License #20635975 and Streaming License #20635982. 

Welwyn, Peter Pindar Stearns. © 1987 Malcolm Music (Admin. by Hal Leonard LLC). #2902294. CCLI 

License #20635975 and Streaming License #20635982. 

 

Gathering Song: My Life Flows On in Endless Song, Tune and Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899. © Public Domain. 

 

Hymn of the Day: Lord, Be Glorified, Text and Tune: Bob Kilpatrick. © 1978, assigned 1998 to Lorenz Corporation. 

#94950. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. 

 

Special Music: Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring, J. S. Bach, arr. E. Power Biggs. © 1948 The H. W. Gray Co., Inc. #178816. 

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. 

 

Sending Hymn: What a Fellowship/Leaning on the Everlasting Arms, Text: Elisha Hoffman, 1839-1929, Tune: 

Anthony J. Showalter, 1858-1924. #VT160. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A- 

726919. All rights reserved. 

 

Special Music: The Lord Bless You And Keep You, Peter C. Lutkin, William Livingston. © 1957 Coronet Press. 

#19235. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. 

 

Postlude: When in Our Music God Is Glorified, Anne Krentz Organ. © 2001 Augsburg Fortress. 

 

Service Music: Kyrie, Alleluia, Lamb of God, Setting 8, Evangelical Lutheran Worship. © 2011 Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America, Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE 

#A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Holy, Setting 10, Evangelical Lutheran Worship. © 2011 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 

Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights 

reserved. 

Thankful Hearts, Setting 5, With One Voice. © 1995 Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Reprinted with 

permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
The Faith Lutheran Church Council has been consistently meeting to address the needs of the congregation, our 

members, friends and neighbors.  

Peggy Rapp, President   drpeggy09@aol.com 

John Lyman, Vice-President   jclyman@ptd.net 

Paul Frantz, Secretary    pfrantz61@yahoo.com 

Ben Mroz III, Treasurer   Treasurer@faithlutheranblakeslee.org 

Phil Newlander, Finance Secretary  prnewlander@yahoo.com 

Jacquie Halko, Worship Committee  jacquie5444@yahoo.com 

Glenda Hoffman, Witness and Service catmom3@ptd.net 

Tom Hutton, Christian Education   hutlamp@epix.net 
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What happens when we PRAY? 

 
 
God invites you to pray in all circumstances. Prayer is essential to the way He transforms you, and the Bible 

encourages you that your prayers can have a powerful effect in the world. So what can you expect to see happen 

as you commit to praying regularly? 

• You will recognize that you are not God. 

Every time it occurs to you to pray, you are saying, “In my own strength, I cannot do all that I want to 

do. I need something more, someone else.” 

• You gain strength from God Himself. 

Prayer is a way of inviting God to join you in life’s struggles. You invite the Holy Spirit to do what He 

was placed within you to do. 

• You realize the world does not begin and end with you. 

Being dependent on someone else to meet your needs is humbling. When infants cry or scream, 

someone usually comes and meets their needs. It’s easy to allow prayer to become too focused on 

registering complaints or making requests (or demands). Whether you pray for yourself or another 

person, you acknowledge that someone else — God — is the center of the universe. You acknowledge 

that He needs to change something about you or the situations you are bringing to Him. 

• You surrender control to somebody else. 

Everyone craves control to one degree or another. Some just believe they’re better at being in control 

than others. Prayer allows you to admit to God that He belongs in the driver’s seat of your life. 

• You communicate your real feelings about a situation. 

Prayer creates a safe space to process your thoughts and feelings. Do you feel ready to give God control 

of your life? Do you feel safe being completely known by God, or does that make you feel exposed? 

You are under God’s protection — in His safekeeping. Over time, as you pray, you will feel able to 

bring the real you to your moments with God. 

• You trust that God is with you. 

Unless you are happy to admit that you talk to floors or ceilings, when you pray, you’re believing that 

someone is listening. The more you trust in the presence of God’s Holy Spirit as you pray, the more you 

will learn to trust Him with the outcomes. 

• You feel inspired to take steps of faith. 

Perhaps you have a desire to be bolder in talking about what you believe. Or maybe you have a neighbor 

or colleague you feel God nudging you to go deeper with. Praying for that person is a step of faith in 

itself, because God may invite you to be part of the answer to your own prayer. 

 

These are just a few of the outcomes when people come to God through prayer. As you choose to bring 

all your fears, hopes, ambitions and desires to God, you will see Him respond in ways that speak to you 

specifically. All of those are natural responses. Prayer is a mysterious activity because, in prayer, you 

choose to humble yourself before someone you cannot literally see, hear, or touch. It’s not surprising 

that many Christians struggle with prayer, then, and some of us go through seasons when we choose not 

to pray at all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cru.org/us/en/train-and-grow/spiritual-growth/holy-spirit.html
https://get.missionhub.com/category/talking-about-your-faith/
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"The angel said to the women, 'Do not be afraid, for I know that you are 
looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; he has risen, just as he 

said. Come and see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his 
disciples: "He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into 

Galilee. There you will see him." Now I have told you.'"  
Matthew 28:5-7 (NIV) 

 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/passage/?q=matthew+28:5-7

