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WELCOME VISITORS! 

We are glad to have you join us in the worship of Our Lord. 

Please sign the guest book at the back of the sanctuary. 

Mask wearing is optional if fully immunized. 

 

 

Today’s Alter Representatives 

Worship Leader: .................................................................................. Phil Newlander 

Greeters/Ushers: .......................................................................................... Ben Mroz 

Lector: .................................................................................................... Lois Childers 

Music: ................................................................................................ Molly Finkbiner 

 

 

Meetings 

AA Meeting: Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday at 12 p.m. 

American Red Cross Blood Drive: Wednesday, January 18, 2023, 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

Please call 1-800-733-2767 to pre-register. 

Bible Study: Each Sunday, 7:30 a.m. in the Community Room. 

Choir rehearsals: Sunday mornings, 8:30 a.m. 

Instrument rehearsal and Sunday School: Wednesdays, 5 p.m. 

Faithful Community Quilters: Second Monday of the month, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

Pastor Kuritz has weekly office hours: hours are posted on the white boards at the back of the 

church or to contact him, use his private email: pastor@faithlutheranblakeslee.org 

Bulletin Sponsors and Flower Donations: A sign-up sheet for 2023 is located on the table in the 

foyer entrance of the church. In-house bulletin for $10 and $20 towards silk flowers, or you may 

bring your own fresh flowers. 

Usher and Lector Volunteers needed, contact Jacquie Halko. Please call (570) 646-3922 or email 

at jacquie5444@yahoo.com. 
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From the beginning, through baptism, we are called Christian. We are “Christ-ened” at the font. 

Bearing Christ’s name, we share the same Father and are invited to address this parent intimately: 

Abba! Jesus bears our sins in humble obedience to the will of God. Today we pray that the mind 

of Christ, whose name we bear, would be our own. It is a good way to begin, again, another year. 

 

PRELUDE: “The First Nowell,” “What Child Is This?” “March of the Kings” 

 
(Please stand as you are able.) 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Word made flesh, our life and our 

salvation. Amen. 

Trusting the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of life, you promise good news of great joy for all people, and call us to be 

messengers of your peace. We confess that too often we hoard our joy, our 

resources, and our security. We nurture conflict and build barriers. We neglect 

the needs of our neighbors and ignore the groaning of creation. Have mercy on 

us. Where we are self-centered, open our hearts. Where we are reluctant, give 

us courage. Where we are cynical, restore our trust. Renew us with your grace 

and give us again the hope of eternal life in you. Amen. 

Hear the good news: 

We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises through the outpouring of the 

Holy Spirit. In ☩ Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed. Sing with joy, for all the 

ends of the earth shall know the salvation of God. Amen. 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN: “Once in Royal David’s City” WOV 643 
 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

  



4 

 

KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE: Glory to God 

 
  



6 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Eternal Father, you gave your incarnate Son the holy name of Jesus to be a sign of 

our salvation. Plant in every heart the love of the Savior of the world, Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

(Please be seated) 

FIRST LESSON: Numbers 6:22-27 

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to Aaron and his sons, 

saying, Thus you shall bless the Israelites: You shall say to them, 

The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face to 

shine upon you, and be gracious to you; the LORD lift up his 

countenance upon you, and give you peace. So they shall put my 

name on the Israelites, and I will bless them. 

Word of God, Word of Life, Thanks be to God. 

 

 

PSALM: Psalm 8 

O LORD our Lord, 

how majestic is your name in all the earth! — 

you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of infants 

and children; 

you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe and 

avenger. 

When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, 

the moon and the stars you have set in their courses, 

what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them, 

human beings that you should care for them? 

Yet you have made them little less than divine; 

with glory and honor you crown them. 

You have made them rule over the works of your hands; 

you have put all things under their feet: 

all flocks and cattle, even the wild beasts of the field, 
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the birds of the air, the fish of the sea, and whatever passes along the paths 

of the sea. 

O LORD our Lord, 

how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

 

 

SECOND LESSON: Galatians 4:4-7 

When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under 

the law, in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 

adoption as children. And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his 

Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave but a child, 

and if a child then also an heir, through God. 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God! 

 

 

(Please stand as you are able) 

VERSE / GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Alleluia” 
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GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke 2:15-21 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 

shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and 

see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 

known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and 

Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, 

they made known what had been told them about this child; and 

all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 

But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 

heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 

seen, as it had been told them. 

After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called 

Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

(Please be seated) 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

 

SERMON 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: “The First Noel” LBW 56 

 

 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 
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begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven; 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

(Please share Christ’s peace in social and acceptable ways.) 
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OFFERTORY SONG: “Oh, What Shall I Render” 
(Sung to the tune of “Away In a Manger”) 

(Please stand as you are able) 

Oh, what shall I render in thanks to my Lord 

for all the good gifts by which I am restored? 

No treasure I tender could ever repay 

God's mercy and faithfulness, new ev'ry day. 

 

My hands take the cup of salvation you give; 

I'll praise you, O God, for as long as I live. 

My thanks will rise up as I call on your name, 

with all of your people your goodness proclaim. 

Text: Martin A. Seltz, based on Ps. 116.  © 1998 Augsburg Fortress 

 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ’s coming into the world, we pray for the 

church, the life of the earth, and the whole human family. 

A brief silence. 

Holy God, you have given the church the holy name of Jesus, and in him we are your 

beloved children. Unite us in mission through the power of his Spirit. Make us 

worthy of the name we bear, the name in which we pray. God of grace, hear our 

prayer. 

Renewing God, restore your glory to the earth. Awaken humanity to our kinship with 

all living things that depend on your provision. Teach us to care for the earth and 

safeguard its treasures for those who come after us. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Peacemaking God, reconcile the nations. Lead those in conflict into negotiation, 

especially in areas of religious or ethnic strife (regions and situations may be 

named). End acts of aggression and violence carried out in your name. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Delivering God, rescue our siblings in any danger, especially in communities where 

disaster and disease threaten (especially). Move those in authority to respond with 

speed and compassion. We pray for the safety of first responders, health care 

workers, and all who protect us. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Healing God, raise up any who are bowed down with illness or sorrow. Deepen our 

care and concern for one another. We lift to you all who are undergoing transition in 

relationships, occupation, living situation, or health condition (especially). God of 

grace, hear our prayer. 
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PRAYER LIST 

Megan; Jim; Jeanine; Tom and Valerie M.; Daniel; Marge M.; Jenn; Lorraine; Rachel; Jeffery 

H.; Mya; Matthew B.; Carol K.; Joe M.; Roberta and Tony R.; Eric L.; Cleo; Deb H.; Joseph F.; 

John K.; Rev. Rick Chavez; Larissa; Drew D.; Peter S.; Jeannette M; Judy; St. Mark, Appenzell. 

Saving God, redeem us and grant us eternal peace. We give thanks for the faithful 

departed who now rest in your undying love, made known to us in Jesus our 

Emmanuel. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Pondering the mystery of eternal love made flesh in Christ Jesus, we commend all 

for whom we pray to the mercy of God. Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

BLESSING 

God bless you and keep you, ☩ Jesus grant you grace and truth, and the Spirit send 

peace upon your hearts, now and forever. Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN:  “We Three Kings of Orient Are” WOV 646 

 

DISMISSAL 

Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Copyright Acknowledgements 

Preludes 

The First Nowell, John Carter. © 1987 Hope Publishing Company. #116452. Reprinted with permission 

under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. 

What Child Is This?, John Behnke. © 1994 Hope Publishing Company. #114297. Reprinted with 

permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. 

March of the Kings, Carl Simone. © 1984 Lorenz Publishing Company, a division of The Lorenz 

Corporation (Admin. by Music Services). #992827. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # 

A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Gathering Song 

Once in Royal David’s City, Text: Cecil F. Alexander, 1818-1895, Tune: Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805- 1876. 

© Public Domain. 

Hymn of the Day 

The First Noel, English carol, c. 17th cent. © Public Domain. 

Sending Hymn 

We Three Kings of Orient Are, Text and Tune: John Henry Hopkins, Jr., 1820-1891, alt. © Public 

Domain. 

Postlude 

Sing We Now of Christmas, Douglas Wagner. #114292. © 2008 Hope Publishing Company. Reprinted 

with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Service Music 

Celtic Alleluia, Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker. © 1985, OCP. #81515. Reprinted with 

permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Glory to God in the Highest, Lutheran Book of Worship, Communion Setting Two. Tune: © 1978, 

Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. 
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