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March 2, 2022 

Welcome! 

 

We are glad to have you join 

us in the worship of Our Lord. 

Please sign the guest book at 

the back of the sanctuary. 

 

Mask wearing is optional if 

you are fully vaccinated. 

 

 

Today’s Altar 

Representatives 

Pastor….......Rev. Peter Kuritz 

Greeters/Ushers: ... Peggy Rapp 

Lector: ..................... Judie Tim 

Music: ........... Molly Finkbiner 

 

 

Faith Lutheran Church  

550 Rt. 940 PO Box 228  

Blakeslee, PA 18610  

Office 570-646-0309 

Email: 

faithoffice@faithlutheranblakesle

e.org 

Website: 

www.faithlutheranblakeslee.org 

Facebook:  

https://www.facebook.com/Faith-

Lutheran-Church-Blakeslee-PA-

1721550018126312  

ASH WEDNESDAY 

PRELUDE 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Meetings 

AA Meeting – Tuesday and Friday at 12 pm and Thursday at 10 am. 

Choir: Rehearsals will begin again at 8:45 in the sanctuary. 

Boomwhackers, Bells and Chimes: Wednesday, at 5:00 p.m. and 

Sunday School soon after practice. 

Bible Study: Each Sunday morning at 7:30 am. 

Faithful Community Quilters: Every 2nd Monday of the month from 

10 am to 3 pm.  

 

Lenten Bible Studies 

We will be studying Adam Hamilton’s THE WALK which can be 

found on Amazon or in the Christian Bookstore site. Each week 

during Lent, we will be walking through chapters to understand our 

own relationship to the risen Lord! 

Lenten Dates: March 9, 16, 23, 30, and April 6 

There will be Soup Super at 6:15 pm and Lenten Study at 7:00 pm. 

For reservation, the sign-up sheets will be in the back of the church. If 

you would like to volunteer to bake bread and make soup for Lent, 

sign-up sheets are also in the back table. 

 

Usher and Lector Volunteers needed, please contact Jacquie Halko 

or call the church to sign up. Please call (570) 646-3922 or email at 

jacquie5444@yahoo.com. 

 

 Pastor has asked that anyone who wants to reach him in confidence 

is welcomed to email him at: Pastor@faithlutheranblakeslee.org. This 

is a confidential site.  

 

Faith Lutheran Church is seeking to hire a secretary. Please take a 

moment and complete the handout. It will help us in our search.  

 

Bulletin Sponsors and Flower Donations: The 2022 Flower and 

Bulletin sign-up sheets are located in the foyer table entrance of the 

church. In-house bulletin for $10 and $20 towards silk flowers or you 

may bring your own fresh flowers.    
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EXHORTATION  (Please rise as you are able)  

Brothers and sisters: God created us to experience joy in communion with him, to love all 

humanity, and to live in harmony with all of his creation. But sin separates us from God, 

our neighbors, and creation, and so we do not enjoy the life our Creator intended for us. 

Also, by our sin we grieve our Father, who does not desire us to come under his 

judgment, but to turn to him and live. 

As disciples of the Lord Jesus we are called to struggle against everything that leads us 

away from love of God and neighbor. Repentance, fasting, prayer, and works of love—

the discipline of Lent—help us to wage our spiritual warfare. I invite you, therefore, to 

commit yourselves to this struggle and confess your sins, asking our Father for strength 

to persevere in your Lenten discipline. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

CONFESSION 

Most holy and merciful Father: 

We confess to you and to one another, and to the whole communion of saints in 

heaven and on earth, that we have sinned by our own fault in thought, word, and 

deed; by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others, as we have been forgiven. 

Have mercy on us, Lord. 

We have been deaf to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been true to the 

mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 

Have mercy on us, Lord. 

We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness. The pride, hypocrisy, and 

impatience in our lives, 

we confess to you, Lord. 

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, 

we confess to you, Lord. 

Our anger at our own frustration, and our envy of those more fortunate than ourselves, 

we confess to you, Lord. 

Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts, and our dishonesty in daily life and 

work, 

we confess to you, Lord. 
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Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to commend the faith that is in us, 

we confess to you, Lord. 

Accept our repentance, Lord, for the wrongs we have done. For our blindness to human 

need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, 

accept our repentance, Lord. 

For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and for our 

prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us, 

accept our repentance, Lord. 

For our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who come 

after us, 

accept our repentance, Lord. 

Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us. 

Hear us, Lord, for your mercy is great. Amen 

(Those who desire to receive ashes come forward to the altar.) 

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 

(We continue with the confession.) 

Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 

that we may show forth your glory in the world. 

By the cross and Passion of your Son, our Lord, 

bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not desire the death of sinners, 

but rather that they may turn from their wickedness and live. Therefore, we implore him 

to grant us true repentance and his Holy Spirit, that those things may please him which 

we do on this day, that the rest of our life may be pure and holy, and that at the last we 

may come to his eternal joy through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

Gathering Hymn: The Glory of These Forty Days                WOV 657 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Gracious Lord, out of your love and mercy you breathed into dust the breath of life, 

creating us to serve you and our neighbors. Call forth our prayers and acts of kindness, 
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and strengthen us to face our mortality with confidence in the mercy of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who live and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  Amen.   (Please be seated) 

 

FIRST LESSON:   Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 
1Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants 

of the land tremble, for the day of the LORD is coming, it is near—a day of darkness and 

gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness! Like blackness spread upon the mountains a 

great and powerful army comes; their like has never been from of old, nor will be again 

after them in ages to come. 

 

Yet even now, says the LORD, return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with 

weeping, and with mourning; rend your hearts and not your clothing. Return to the LORD, 

your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, 

and relents from punishing. Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a 

blessing behind him, a grain offering and a drink offering for the LORD, your God? 

 
15Blow the trumpet in Zion; sanctify a fast; call a solemn assembly; gather the people. 

Sanctify the congregation; assemble the aged; gather the children, even infants at the 

breast. Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her canopy. Between the 

vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep. Let them say, 

“Spare your people, LORD, and do not make your heritage a mockery, a byword among 

the nations. Why should it be said among the peoples, “Where is their God?” 

 

Word of God, Word of Life, Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 51:1-17 

 1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 

  in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 

 2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 

  and cleanse me from my sin. 

 3For I know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me. 

 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; 

  so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.   

 5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, 

  a sinner from my mother’s womb. 

 6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 

  and would have me know wisdom deep within. 

 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 



5 

  wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 

 8Let me hear joy and gladness; 

  that the body you have broken may rejoice.  

 9Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my wickedness. 

 10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

  and renew a right spirit within me. 

 11Cast me not away from your presence,  

and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

 12Restore to me the joy of your salvation 

  and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. 

 13Let me teach your ways to offenders, and sinners shall be restored to you. 

 14Rescue me from bloodshed, O God of my salvation, 

  and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness. 

 15O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

 16For you take no delight in sacrifice, or I would give it. 

  You are not pleased with burnt offering. 

 17The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit; 

  a troubled and broken heart, O God, you will not despise. 

 

SECOND LESSON:   2 Corinthians 5:20b--6:10 
 

20bWe entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him 

to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 1As 

we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain. 2For 

he says, At an acceptable time I have listened to you, and on a day of salvation I have 

helped you.” 

 

See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! 3We are putting no 

obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 4but as 

servants of God we have commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in 

afflictions, hardships, calamities, 5beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, 

hunger; 6by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine 

love, 7truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the 

right hand and for the left; 8in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are 

treated as impostors, and yet are true; 9as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, 

and see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not killed; 10as sorrowful, yet always 

rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing 

everything. 

 

Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God!   (Please stand as you are able) 
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(VERSE / GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Return to the Lord” 

 
 

GOSPEL  
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew Chapter 6.  

 

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to 

be seen by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven. 

  2“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do 

in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell 

you, they have received their reward. 3But when you give alms, do not let your left hand 

know what your right hand is doing, 4so that your alms may be done in secret; and your 

Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

  5“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and 

pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly 

I tell you, they have received their reward. 6But whenever you pray, go into your room 

and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in 

secret will reward you. 

  16“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure 

their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received 

their reward. 17But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18so that your 

fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father 

who sees in secret will reward you. 

  19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and 

where thieves break in and steal; 20but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
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neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where 

your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

 

(Please be seated) 
 

SERMON 

 

SERMON HYMN: "Jesus, Priceless Treasure” - LBW 457 

CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.* 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, and all 

who are in need. 

A brief silence. 
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Renew your church, O God. When we have drifted from our call to proclaim repentance 

and to guide your people toward justice, lead us back to you. Encourage believers who 

hold the church’s doors open to those who have felt excluded. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Renew your creation, O God. Transform parched places into watered gardens and 

preserve every creature that awaits the arrival of spring. Turn each of us from practices of 

environmental exploitation to become responsible stewards of all you have made. 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Renew our civic life, O God. Teach those in authority to advocate for the liberation of all 

who are oppressed and grant them courage to make difficult decisions. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Renew our lives, O God. Spare your people from diseases of the body, mind, or spirit and 

send healing to those overcome by illness or grief (especially). Restore to us the joy of 

your salvation. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Renew this congregation, O God. During these forty days of Lent, confirm our sense of 

mission and expand our imagination for ministry. Deepen our faith, increase our love, 

and draw us into your unfolding work of healing and restoration. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

As we mark ashes on our foreheads, we give you praise, O God, for all the saints who 

died and yet are alive with you (especially John Wesley and Charles Wesley, whom we 

commemorate today). Receive us with them into your eternal embrace. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of Jesus 

Christ.  Amen. 

 

PEACE   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING   
 The offering song is Change My Heart, O God by Eddie Espinosa, played by Molly Finkbiner. 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Merciful Father, 
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we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us, our selves, our 

time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of 

him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you: And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts: We life them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and 

praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. You bid your people cleanse 

their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast. Renew our zeal in faith and life, 

and bring us to the fullness of grace that belongs to the children of God. And so, with the 

Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 

 

SANCTUS 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. 

You have filled all creation with light and life; heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
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Through Abraham you promised to bless all nations. You rescued Israel, your chosen 

people. Through the prophets you renewed your promise; and, at this end of all the ages, 

you sent your Son, who in words and deeds proclaimed your kingdom and was obedient 

to your will, even to giving his life. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 

this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 

of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim the Lord's death 

until he comes. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Therefore, gracious Father, with this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord 

offered for us. And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in 

power to share with us the great and promised feast. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, the spirit of our Lord and of his resurrection, that 

we who receive the Lord's body and blood may live to the praise of your glory and 

receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place and unite them 

with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as victorious Lord of 

all. 

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is 

yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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(Please prepare your communion packet in your seats.) 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Amen. 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those whom you 

have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 

BLESSING 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen 

SENDING HYMN: RENEW ME, O ETERNAL LIGHT       LBW 511 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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Preludes: 

Chorale Prelude on Abide With Me, Harold Decou, Rick Parks, William H. Monk. © 1994 Lorenz Publishing 
Company, a division of The Lorenz Corporation (Admin. by Music Services). #994548.  Reprinted with 
permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. 
  
What Wondrous Love Is This, Thomas Chesterton. © 1994 Lorenz Publishing Company, a division of The 
Lorenz Corporation (Admin. by Music Services). #1047363. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # 
A-726919. All rights reserved. 
  
Be Thou My Vision, Edward Broughton. © Lorenz Publishing Company, a division of the Lorenz Corporation 
(Admin. by Music Services). #201974. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights 
reserved. 
  
Gathering Song:  
The Glory of These Forty Days, Text: Latin hymn, 11th cent.; tr. Maurice F. Bell, 1862-1947, alt. Music: attr. 
Martin Luther, 1483-1546; Geistliche Lieder, 1543. © From the English Hymnal. Reproduced by permission 
of Oxford University Press. All rights reserved. #B42030FA. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # 
A-726919. All rights reserved. 
  

Hymn of the Day:   
Jesus, Priceless Treasure, Text: Johann Franck, 1618-1677; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1829-1878, alt. Tune: 
Johann Cruger, 1598-1662. © Public Domain.  
  
Offering Music:  
Change My Heart, O God, Eddie Espinosa. © 1982 Mercy/Vineyard Publishing. #49853. Reprinted with 
permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights reserved. 
  

Sending Hymn:   
Renew Me, O Eternal Light, Text: Johann F. Ruopp, 1672-1708; tr. August Crull, 1846-1923. Tune: As 
Hymnodus Sacer, Leipzig, 1625. © Public Domain.  
  
Postlude: 
 God of the Poor (Beauty for Brokenness), Graham Kendrick. © 1975 Make Way Music, admin. Integrity 
Music, Inc. #104866. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights reserved. 
  

 Service Music: 

 Lamb of God, Lutheran Book of Worship. LBW Settings 1-3, ELW Settings 3-5. #AF2019222. Tune: © 1978, 
Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights reserved.  
  

  

  

 


