
 

 
August 30, 2026

WELCOME! 
If you are a visitor, please sign the guest book in the narthex. If you are seeking a church 

home, we joyfully invite you to join with us; please speak to me, Pastor Jami Possinger. 

Holy Communion is open to all baptized believers who trust that the Lord is present for 

them in His Supper. 

Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices to fully enter into this time of 

worship. 

Faith Lutheran Church 

550 Rt. 940 │ PO Box 228 

Blakeslee, PA 18610 

Office 570-646-0309 

Email: faithoffice@faithlutheranblakeslee.org Website: faithlutheranblakeslee.org 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Faith-Lutheran-Church-Blakeslee-PA-

1721550018126312 

Minister: .......................................................................................................................................... Rev. Jami Possinger 

Lector ..................................................................................................................................................................... Mike Gillis 

Greeters/Ushers: ......................................................................................................................................... Tom Hutton 

Communion Asst./Clean up: .................................................................................... Ruth Major/Peggy Rapp 

Music: .......................................................................................................................................................... Molly Finkbiner 

 

mailto:faithoffice@faithlutheranblakeslee.org
https://www.facebook.com/Faith-Lutheran-Church-Blakeslee-PA-1721550018126312
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

During worship today, we will bless the backpacks of all students returning to school. 

Altar Service Signup: Volunteers are needed to set-up, bake bread, and clean up after communion. 
Please email Jan Frantz at Boris_fan@yahoo.com to help. 

Bulletin Sponsors and Flower Donations: Sign-up sheets for 2026 are on the table in the foyer 
entrance of the church. In-house bulletin for $10 and $10 towards silk flowers, or you may bring your 
own fresh flowers. Please complete the requisition form with your dedication note. 

Faith Fellowship Team: Our mission is encouraging interaction, building relationships, and creating 
a sense of belonging within the congregation and with the local community. If you’re interested in 
becoming part of the Faith Fellowship Team, please contact Sara Cornell at 570-472-5560 or at 
saracornell10@gmail.com. 

MEETINGS/EVENTS 

AA Meetings: Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday at 12 p.m. 

American Red Cross Blood Drive: Sept. 16, 1 p.m.-6 p.m. Please call 800-733-2767 to pre-register. 

Annual Congregational Meeting: Sunday, September 20, 2026, after worship service. 

Applefest: Saturday, September 26, 2026. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Quilt Raffle tickets are $5 each or 5 for $20. 

• Wrap & bow baskets – September 23 at 6 p.m. 

• Set up tables – September 25 at 2 p.m. 

Bible Study: Sessions on Sundays, 8 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Studying Joshua. Please call Tom 
Hutton if you are interested in attending. 570-972-6331. 

Bible Study: Wednesdays, 11 a.m. to Noon with Pastor Jami. 

Choir Rehearsals: September 6, from 8:30 a.m. to 9:15 a.m. New members are welcome! 

Faith Sunday School: begins September 13. 

Faith Book Club: The current selection is “Borrowed Babies: The Hidden History of the Practice Baby 
Programs,” by Dr. Sara Cornell. Discussion will be held after worship service on Sept. 6 at Murphy’s 
Loft. 

Faith Library: Please see one of the “Little Librarians” or Sara Cornell with any donations or questions. 

Faithful Community Quilters: Second Monday of the month, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

Free Community Lunch: First Tuesday of each month. (Sept. 1) 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. Five Loaf House,133 
Firehouse Road, Pocono Pines. 

Holy Grounds Coffee Hour: Fellowship will be held after worship on the second Sunday of each 
month. Volunteers to host are needed—please sign up on the sheet in the back of the church. 

Pastor Jami Possinger has weekly office hours. Confidential email: 
pastor@faithlutheranblakeslee.org or private cell phone: 610-216-9951 

mailto:Boris_fan@yahoo.com
mailto:saracornell10@gmail.com
mailto:pastor@faithlutheranblakeslee.org
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The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the incurable wound of his suffering yet finds in God’s words the delight of 

his heart. When Peter doesn’t grasp Jesus’ words about suffering, Jesus tells the disciples they will find their 

lives in losing them. Such sacrificial love is described by Paul when he urges us to associate with the lowly 

and not repay evil with evil. In worship we gather as a community that we might offer ourselves for the sake 

of our suffering world. 

PRELUDES: “Lift High the Cross;” “In Babilone” 

Please rise as you are able. 

GATHERING HYMN LBW 364 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Loving God, through Jesus you call us to that which is the costly best and refute that which 

the world deems smart and easy. Make our ears sensitive to his voice among the cacophonous 

pleading and bullying of this age. Give us the courage to pick up our own cross and follow 

Christ wherever he leads, not counting the cost but rejoicing with the company of lovers with 

whom we journey towards the city of God. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

FIRST READING Jeremiah 15:15-21 
Jeremiah’s delight in the word of the LORD is contradicted by the heaviness of God’s hand upon him and 

God’s seeming unfaithfulness. God’s tough love to Jeremiah says that if he repents, he will be allowed to 

continue in his strenuous ministry. Jeremiah is strengthened by the simple words, “I am with you.” 

15 O LORD, you know; remember me and visit me, and bring down retribution for me on my 

persecutors. In your forbearance do not take me away; know that on your account I suffer 

insult. 16 Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became to me a joy and the 

delight of my heart, for I am called by your name, O LORD, God of hosts. 17 I did not sit in the 

company of merrymakers, nor did I rejoice; under the weight of your hand I sat alone, for you 

had filled me with indignation. 18 Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing to 

be healed? Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail. 19 Therefore thus 

says the LORD: If you turn back, I will take you back, and you shall stand before me. If you 

utter what is precious and not what is worthless, you shall serve as my mouth. It is they who 

will turn to you, not you who will turn to them. 20 And I will make you to this people a fortified 

wall of bronze; they will fight against you, but they shall not prevail over you, for I am with 

you to save you and deliver you, says the LORD. 21 I will deliver you out of the hand of the 

wicked and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless. 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 26:1-8 
Your love is before my eyes; I have walked faithfully with you. (Ps. 26:3) 

1 Give judgment for me, O LORD, for I have lived with integrity; I have trusted in 

the LORD and have not faltered. 

2 Test me, O LORD, and try me; examine my heart and my mind. 

3 For your steadfast love is before my eyes; I have walked faithfully with you. 

4 I have not sat with the worthless, nor do I consort with the deceitful. 

5 I have hated the company of evildoers; I will not sit down with the wicked. 

6 I will wash my hands in innocence, O LORD, that I may go in procession 

round your altar, 

7 singing aloud a song of thanksgiving and recounting all your wonderful deeds. 
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8 LORD, I love the house in which you dwell and the place where your glory 

abides. 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 12:9-21 
Paul presents benchmarks for faithful relationships with Christians and non-Christians. Love is the 

unflagging standard of our behavior. When we encounter evil, we do not resort to its tactics but seek to 

overcome it with good. While Christians cannot control the actions and attitudes of others, we seek to live at 

peace with all people. 

9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; 10 love one another with 

mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; 

serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; persevere in prayer. 13 Contribute to 

the needs of the saints; pursue hospitality to strangers. 14 Bless those who persecute you; bless 

and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep. 16 Live 

in harmony with one another; do not be arrogant, but associate with the lowly; do not claim 

to be wiser than you are. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble 

in the sight of all. 18 If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 
19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, 

“Vengeance is mine; I will repay, says the Lord.” 20 Instead, “if your enemies are hungry, feed 

them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink, for by doing this you will heap burning 

coals on their heads.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

Please stand as you are able. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 16:21-28 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

After Peter confesses that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God” (16:16), Jesus reveals the ultimate 

purpose of his ministry. These words prove hard to accept, even for a disciple whom Jesus has called a 

“rock.” 
21 From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began to show 

his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders 
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and chief priests and scribes and be killed and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took 

him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to 

you.” 23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me, 

for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 

24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them deny themselves and 

take up their cross and follow me. 25 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and 

those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26 For what will it profit them if they gain the 

whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 

27 “For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will 

repay everyone for what has been done. 28 Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who 

will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

Please be seated. 

CHILDREN’S TIME 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY Will you Come and Follow Me (The Summons) 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of 

God’s creation. 
A brief silence. 

For the church in every land, that its mission and ministry is anchored in the love of Christ. 

When threats or challenges arise, teach us to take up our cross and follow you in faith. Merciful 

God, receive our prayer. 

For the well-being of your creation, that all that lives and grows on the earth may thrive. Bring 

relief to areas ravaged by droughts, floods, fires, storms, and other disasters. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

For the nations and all in authority, that they seek to live in peace with one another. Bless the 

work of international and diplomatic organizations and all who work to bring peace to a world 

scarred by violence. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

For all those in need, that they be satisfied. Ensure all your children have safe access to food, 

water, shelter, and medical care. Bring healing to all who bear wounds in body, mind, and 

spirit. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

PRAYER LIST 

Jim H.; Megan; Larissa; Denis H.; William; Richard Z.; Danielle S.; David S.; Michael K.; Gail and Bob C.; 

Shirley S.; Justin E.; Ed. T.; Dale H.; Tom M.; Wilbur B.; Grace, Gouldsboro. 
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For the congregation gathered here to serve you, that they remain strong in faith and united in 

purpose. Guide our committees, study groups, and other meetings toward honesty and 

humility, always seeking genuine love. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

For the faithful departed, that their witness continues to strengthen and guide the church. 

Renew our hope in your promises in this life and the life to come. Merciful God, receive our 

prayer. 

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name 

of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 

OFFERING MUSIC: “Old Hundredth,” Charles Callahan, played by Molly 

Finkbiner. 

OFFERTORY SONG 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share 

freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of 

Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen. 

 

DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this 

day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
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everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts 

of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness 

endures from age to age. Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for 

saving the earth from the waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely 

through the sea. Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of 

milk and honey. Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. Praise to 

you for the death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all 

nations. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 

of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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With this bread and cup, we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim 

the mystery of faith: 

 

O God of resurrection and new life: 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. 

Grace our table with your presence. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the 

world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and 

moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 
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LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

 

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 
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SONG AFTER COMMUNION 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the 

abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love 

freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit 

nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 
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BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS 

 

BLESSING 

 

SENDING HYMN 

 
DISMISSAL 

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! Thanks be to God. 
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August 30th, 2026 – Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Prelude: 
Lift High the Cross, Sydney H. Nicholson. © 1974 Hope Publishing Company And all arrangements. #51352. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # 
A-726919. All rights reserved. 
In Babilone, Charles Callahan. © 2006 Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a division of MorningStar Publishers. #10-597.51. Reprinted with permission under 
ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Gathering Song: 
Son of God, Eternal Savior, Text: Somerset C. Lowry, 1855-1932, Tune: Dutch folk tune, 18th cent. © Public Domain. 

Hymn of the Day: 
Will You Come and Follow Me, John Bell. © 1987, GIA/Iona Community/WGRG. #87129. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights 
reserved. 

Offering Music: 
Old Hundredth, Charles Callahan. © 2006 Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a division of MorningStar Music Publishers. #10.597.70. Reprinted with 
permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Offering Song: 
We Are An Offering, Dwight Liles. © 1984 Word Music, LLC. #16220. CCLI License #20635975 and Streaming License #20635982. 

Communion Music: 
Let Streams of Living Justice, William Whitla, Gustav Holst. © 1998 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. #246300. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-
726919. All rights reserved. 

Sending Hymn: 
Lift High the Cross, George W. Kitchin, Michael R. Newbolt, Sydney H. Nicholson. © 1974 Hope Publishing Company. #59074. Reprinted with permission under 
ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Postlude: 
In Everything Give Thanks, Juliet Calkins. © 1994 Lorenz Publishing Company, a division of The Lorenz Corporation (Admin. by Music Services). #1031038. 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Service Music: 

Kyrie, Avon Gillespie. © Avon Gillespie, 1987, GIA Publications, Inc. #94856. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Now the Feast and Celebration: Now the Feast, Marty Haugen. © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. #01108. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-
726919. All rights reserved. 

Now the Feast and Celebration: Gospel Verse, Marty Haugen. © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. #01111. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-
726919. All rights reserved. 

Now the Feast and Celebration: Holy, Marty Haugen. © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. #G3488H. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All 
rights reserved. 

Now the Feast and Celebration: Eucharistic Acclamation, Marty Haugen. © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. #01114. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE 
# A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Now the Feast and Celebration: Lamb of God, Marty Haugen. © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. #01116. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-
726919. All rights reserved. 

Now the Feast and Celebration: Thanks Be To You, Marty Haugen. © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. #01117. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-
726919. All rights reserved. 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Rev. Jami Possinger .................................................................................................................. pastor@faithlutheranblakeslee.org 

Sara Cornell, Council President ............................................................................................................ Saracornell10@gmail.com 

Paul Frantz, Council Vice President ............................................................................................................ pfrantz61@yahoo.com 

Peggy Rapp, Council Secretary ...................................................................................................................... drpeggy09@aol.com 

Paul Frantz, Finance Committee ................................................................................................................. pfrantz61@yahoo.com 

Phil Newlander, Finance Secretary ........................................................................................................ prnewlander@yahoo.com 

Ben Mroz III, Treasurer ....................................................................................................... Treasurer@faithlutheranblakeslee.org 

Mike Gillis, Property Maintenance ................................................................................................................. pocono570@ptd.net 

Don Childers .............................................................................................................................................................. loisj@ptd.net 

Barbara Laughlin ................................................................................................................................... mrs.emt4075@yahoo.com 

John Lyman .......................................................................................................................................................... jclyman@ptd.net 

Steve Marga ............................................................................................................................................... smarg40@hotmail.com 

Janet Kath, Church Secretary ......................................................................................... Faithoffice@FaithLutheranBlakeslee.org 
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August 30, 2026 

 

There Must Be Another Way 
 

Peter may be the “rock” on which Christ will build the church (Matt. 16:18), but when Jesus 

reveals the suffering that will come first, Peter becomes a tempter and stumbling block. 

Assuming God must have a different way to save the world, Peter protests Jesus’ suffering and 

death. Jesus explains to Peter and all his disciples that, in fact, this is the way to life—losing 

one’s life in order to find it. 

 

By tempting Jesus to an easier way than his journey through suffering to resurrection, Peter 

personifies a temptation common to all generations of Jesus’ disciples: seeking a way to avoid 

“losing oneself” instead of surrendering all to and with the one we follow. Rather than losing 

our lives—our selves, possessions, and time—we hold on more tightly, afraid of what will 

happen to our comfort, success, and identity if we let go. Those things we hold onto then 

become, like Peter, stumbling blocks along the way of self-giving love. 

 

But while “saving one’s life” sounds sensible, those things also stand in the way of the new 

life into which Jesus beckons us to follow him. Perhaps Peter’s problem is that he sees only 

the suffering and death, without grasping the new life that comes through it. In times when we 

too are tempted by worldly ways of comfort and success, convinced that surely God must have 

an easier way than the way of self-giving love, this gospel reminds us that resurrection and life 

await on the other side of suffering and death. 

 

This is the way of our God who becomes human in Jesus: emptying himself of power and 

dignity, losing his very own life for the sake of the world’s life. Seen through the lens of 

resurrection just ahead on the journey, what other way could there be? 
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