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October 2, 2022 

 

Welcome! 

 

We are glad to have you join us 

in the worship of Our Lord. 

Please sign the guest book at 

the back of the sanctuary. 

 

Mask wearing is optional if 

you are fully vaccinated. 

 

Today’s Altar Servers 

Clergy:............... Rev. Peter Kuritz 

Greeters/Ushers: ....... Don Childers 

Lector: ..................... Lois Childers 

Music: ................. Molly Finkbiner 

 

Faith Lutheran Church 

550 Rt. 940 PO Box 228 

Blakeslee, PA 18610 

Office 570-646-0309 

 

Email: 

faithoffice@faithlutheranblakeslee.org 

 

Website: 

www.faithlutheranblakeslee.org 

 

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/Faith-

Lutheran-Church-Blakeslee-PA-

1721550018126312 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Flowers and Bulletin: Given by Phil Newlander in loving honor of 

Ruth’s birthday. “Happy Birthday Ruth!” 

 

Meetings 

AA Meeting – Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday at 12 p.m. 

Choir rehearsal: Sunday mornings, 8:30 a.m. 

Instrument rehearsal and Sunday School: Wednesday evenings, 5 

p.m. 

Faithful Community Quilters: Second Monday of the month, 10 a.m. 

– 3 p.m. 

Bible Study: Sunday mornings, 7:30 a.m. in the Community Room. 

Reformation Sunday, October 30 and All Saint’s Day, November 6: 

Pastor Kuritz will be presiding over both services. 

All Saint’s Day Sunday: If there is a loved one you would like to 

commemorate, print their name on the list in the back of the church. If 

you wish to dedicate a rose in memory of your loved one, please 

complete a request form and return it by October 23, 2022. 

American Red Cross Blood Drive, Wednesday, November 23, 2022, 

1 p.m. to 6 p.m. Please call 1-800-733-2767 to preregister. 

Bulletin Sponsors and Flower Donations: 2022 Bulletin/Flower sign-

up located on the table in the foyer entrance of the church. In-house 

bulletin for $10 and $20 towards silk flowers or you may bring your 

own fresh flowers. 

Usher and Lector Volunteers needed, contact Jacquie Halko. Please 

call (570) 646-3922 or email at jacquie5444@yahoo.com. 

Pastor Kuritz has weekly office hours: hours are posted on the white 

boards at the back of the church or to contact him, use his private email: 

pastor@faithlutheranblakeslee.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Faith-Lutheran-Church-Blakeslee-PA-1721550018126312
https://www.facebook.com/Faith-Lutheran-Church-Blakeslee-PA-1721550018126312
https://www.facebook.com/Faith-Lutheran-Church-Blakeslee-PA-1721550018126312
mailto:jacquie5444@yahoo.com
mailto:pastor@faithlutheranblakeslee.org
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A little faith goes a long way is Jesus’ point in the gospel. A mustard seed’s-worth of faith 

has miraculous potential. The patience, tenacity, and endurance required for the life of 

faith are the blessings received in holy baptism, holy communion, and the word read and 

proclaimed in this assembly. Anticipate them. Receive them with thanksgiving. 

 

PRELUDES: Air, Souvenir, Immortal 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is eager to forgive and who loves us beyond 

our days. Amen. 

Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of mercy and forgiveness, we confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have 

harmed your good creation. We have failed to do justice, love kindness, and walk 

humbly with you. Turn us in a new direction. Show us the path that leads to life. Be 

our refuge and strength on the journey, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and 

friend. Amen. 

Beloved of God: 

your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole. God points the way to new life in 

Christ, who meets us on the road. Journey now in God’s abiding love through the power 

of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN: In Christ There is No East or West LBW 359 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
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KYRIE 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we are weak in faith, 

strengthen us. When we are cold in love, warm us, that with fervor we may love our 

neighbors and serve them for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen.  
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FIRST LESSON: Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 

The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, and 

you will not listen? Or cry to you “Violence!” and you will not save? Why do you make 

me see wrongdoing and look at trouble? Destruction and violence are before me; strife 

and contention arise. So the law becomes slack and justice never prevails. The wicked 

surround the righteous—therefore judgment comes forth perverted. I will stand at my 

watchpost, and station myself on the rampart; I will keep watch to see what he will say to 

me, and what he will answer concerning my complaint. Then the LORD answered me and 

said: Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so that a runner may read it. For there is 

still a vision for the appointed time; it speaks of the end, and does not lie. If it seems to 

tarry, wait for it; it will surely come, it will not delay. Look at the proud! Their spirit is 

not right in them, but the righteous live by their faith. 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

PSALM 37:1-9 

Do not be provoked by evildoers; 

do not be jealous of those who do wrong. 

For they shall soon wither like the grass, and like the green grass fade away. 

Put your trust in the LORD and do good; 

dwell in the land and find safe pasture. 

Take delight in the LORD, 

who shall give you your heart’s desire. 

Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust in the LORD, 

and see what God will do. 

The LORD will make your vindication as clear as the light 

and the justice of your case like the noon day sun. 

Be still before the LORD and wait patiently. 

Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who succeeds in evil schemes. 

Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; 

do not be provoked; it leads only to evil. 

For evildoers shall be cut off, 

but those who hope in the LORD shall possess the land. 

 

 

SECOND LESSON:  2 Timothy 1:1-14 

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of life that 

is in Christ Jesus, To Timothy, my beloved child: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the 



5 

Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear 

conscience, as my ancestors did—when I remember you constantly in my prayers night 

and day. Recalling your tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with joy. I am 

reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois and your 

mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you. For this reason I remind you to rekindle 

the gift of God that is within you through the laying on of my hands; for God did not give 

us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline. 

Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner, but join 

with me in suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of God, who saved us and called 

us with a holy calling, not according to our works but according to his own purpose and 

grace. This grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, but it has now 

been revealed through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and 

brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. For this gospel I was appointed 

a herald and an apostle and a teacher, and for this reason I suffer as I do. But I am not 

ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have put my trust, and I am sure that he is able to 

guard until that day what I have entrusted to him. Hold to the standard of sound teaching 

that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. Guard the good 

treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us. 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God! 
 

 

VERSE / GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Alleluia” (Please stand as you are able) 
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GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 17th Chapter. 

 

Luke 17:5-10 

The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” The Lord replied, “If you had faith the 

size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in 

the sea,’ and it would obey you. 

“Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing or tending 

sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your place at the table’? Would you not 

rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me, put on your apron and serve me while I eat and 

drink; later you may eat and drink’? Do you thank the slave for doing what was 

commanded? So you also, when you have done all that you were ordered to do, say, ‘We 

are worthless slaves; we have done only what we ought to have done!’” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 
 

 
(Please be seated) 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON 
(Please stand as you are able after the sermon.) 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” LBW 479 

 

APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 
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He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our 

prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation. 

A brief silence. 

We pray for your holy church in every place and for those who serve following the 

example of Christ. Help them to live by faith and walk by the light of your gospel. God 

of grace, hear our prayer. 

For parts of the world ravaged by natural disaster: relieve those affected by floods, 

wildfires, droughts, earthquakes, tornadoes, and hurricanes, especially Hurricane Ian. 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 

For every nation and for those entrusted with authority: grant our leaders self-discipline 

in all things and inspire them with love for your people. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

For victims of violence, abuse, and neglect: heal those who have been harmed and protect 

those who are vulnerable. For all who are sick. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

PRAYER LIST 

Maritza, George, Susan, Jason R., Erik C, Sabrina, Tracey E., Drew D, Barbara, Ned C., Adam C. and 

Family, Megan, Jim, Jeanine, Jean Marie, Tom and Valerie M., Daniel, Marge M., Jenn, Lorraine, 

Rachel, Jeffery H., Mya, and Matthew B., Wilbur, John K., Carol K., Joe M., Roberta and Tony R., 

Van, Eric L., Crystal V. 

For this and every congregation: rekindle your gifts within your people, and inspire 

councils, committees, and individuals to plan and work together that all may know your 

love. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

In thanksgiving that you have abolished death, and for the saints who have died. Bring us 

all to eternal life with you. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer 

these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
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THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 
(Please share Christ’s peace in social and acceptable ways.) (Please be seated) 

 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC: “Come, Let Us Sing and Give Thanks,” Rebecca Hogan, 

Stacy Nordmeyer, sung by Faith Lutheran Choir. 
  

(Please stand as you are able) 

 

 
 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of these gifts a 

banquet of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need; through Jesus Christ, 

who sets a table for all. Amen.  
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DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and 

praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ, our Lord; who on this day overcame 

death and the grave, and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 

life. And so, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 

join their unending hymn: 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the 

majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. We give you thanks 

for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things 

for our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 

this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 

until he comes. Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion 

and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, 

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask 

you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit 

to bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all 

who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people and be 

given our inheritance with all your saints. 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, 

now and forever. Amen 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever. Amen 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and see. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 
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“The body of Christ…. Given for you.”  “The blood of Christ…. Shed for you.” 

(After all have communed—please stand as you are able) 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread for the 

journey. Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for 

the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BLESSING 

God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with truth and 

peace. And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, guide you always in faith, hope, and love. 

Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN: “In Christ Alone” 

 

In Christ Alone 

Verse 1 

In Christ alone my hope is found 

He is my light my strength my song 

This Cornerstone this solid Ground 

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm 

What heights of love what depths of peace 

When fears are stilled when strivings cease 

My Comforter my All in All 

Here in the love of Christ I stand 

 

 
Verse 2 

In Christ alone who took on flesh 

Fullness of God in helpless babe 

This gift of love and righteousness 

Scorned by the ones He came to save 

Till on that cross as Jesus died 

The wrath of God was satisfied 

For every sin on Him was laid 

Here in the death of Christ I live 

 

Verse 3 

There in the ground His body lay 

Light of the world by darkness slain 

Then bursting forth in glorious Day 

Up from the grave He rose again 

And as He stands in victory 

Sin's curse has lost its grip on me 

For I am His and He is mine 

Bought with the precious blood of Christ 

 

 
Verse 4 

No guilt in life no fear in death 

This is the power of Christ in me 

From life's first cry to final breath 

Jesus commands my destiny 

No power of hell no scheme of man 

Can ever pluck me from His hand 

Till He returns or calls me home 

Here in the power of Christ I'll stand 

 

 
CCLI Song # 3350395 

Keith Getty | Stuart Townend 

© 2001 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 20635975 

 

 

DISMISSAL: 

Go in peace, with Christ beside you. Thanks be to God.  

https://freepngimg.com/png/29175-christian-cross
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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Preludes: 

Air, Henry Purcell, John Scriveyner. © 1989 The Lorenz Corporation (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.). 

#2358879. CCLI License #20635975 and Streaming License #20635982. 

Souvenir, Stephen Scott. © 1989 Lorenz Publishing Company, a division of The Lorenz Corporation 

(Admin. by Music Services). #1048030. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. 

All rights reserved. 

Immortal, Invisible, Gerald Peterson. © 1990, 1995 The Lorenz Corporation (Admin. by Music 

Services, Inc.). #1742531. CCLI License #20635975 and Streaming License #20635982. 
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In Christ There Is No East or West, Text: John Exenham, 1852-1941, Tune: Negro spiritual; adapt. 

Harry T. Burleigh, 1866-1949. © Public Domain. #84249. Reprinted with permission under ONE 
LICENSE #A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Hymn of the Day: 

My Faith Looks Up to Thee, Text: Ray Palmer, 1808-1887, Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792-1872. © Public 
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Special Music: 

Come, Let Us Sing and Give Thanks, Rebecca Hogan, Stacey Nordmeyer. © 2022 Hal Leonard. 
Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights reserved. 
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In Christ Alone, Keith Getty, Stuart Townend. © 2002 Thankyou Music (PRS) (adm, worldwide at 

CapitolCMGPublishing.com excluding the UK & Europe which is adm, at IntegratedRights.com). 

#30070. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Postlude: 

Prayer Sentence, John Johnson. © 1973 Lorenz Publishing Company, a division of The Lorenz 

Corporation (Admin. by Music Services). #994337. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE 

#A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Service Music: 

Kyrie, Alleluia, Lamb of God, Setting 8, Evangelical Lutheran Worship. © 2011 Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America, Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE 

#A-726919. All rights reserved. 

We Are An Offering, Dwight Liles. © 1984 Curb Word Music (Admin. by WC Music Corp). #16220. . 

CCLI License #20635975 and Streaming License #20635982. 

Holy, Setting 10, Evangelical Lutheran Worship. © 2011 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 
Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights 

reserved. 

Thankful Hearts, Setting 5, With One Voice. © 1995 Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Reprinted with 

permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights reserved. 
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The Righteous Live by Faith 

Faith is the theme for today’s readings, but not just any faith. It is a life-transforming faith, 

one that demonstrates the very presence of God moving, alive, and active in God’s people. 

In response to Habakkuk’s 

oracle, the Lord answered 

him that “the righteous live 

by their faith” (Hab. 2:4b). 

But just what does it mean 

to be righteous? It’s a 

righteousness imparted by 

God, who creates and 

claims each of us as God’s 

own sons and daughters, 

bringing us into this family 

by our baptisms and by the 

faith God gives us makes us 

holy children. Being part of 

this divine family gives us 

our worth, even at those 

times we may not think of 

ourselves as worthy. In 2 Timothy, the author writes a history of the faith in Timothy’s 

family, beginning with his grandmother and then passed on to his mother and himself. 

This is how many of us were first brought into the family of God: we had faithful parents 

who knew of their own God-given righteousness and then passed this gift on to their 

children. But again, it’s all God’s doing! Finally, Jesus’ disciples boldly ask their teacher 

to “Increase our faith” (Luke 17:5). They knew that faith was something needed, and 

Jesus explains that even a small amount of faith can do great wonders. What does it mean 

to have this sort of faith, a faith that can serve God’s purposes here to truly be God’s work 

and yet it’s done with our hands? On this Sunday, help the assembly experience this faith 

that God has given us. It’s a gift and connection to our God. 
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