
 

 

August 9, 2026
WELCOME! 

If you are a visitor, please sign the guest book in the narthex. If you are seeking a church 

home, we joyfully invite you to join with us; please speak to me, Pastor Jami Possinger. 

Holy Communion is open to all baptized believers who trust that the Lord is present for 

them in His Supper. 

Please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices to fully enter into this time of 

worship. 

Faith Lutheran Church 

550 Rt. 940 │ PO Box 228 

Blakeslee, PA 18610 

Office 570-646-0309 

Email: faithoffice@faithlutheranblakeslee.org Website: faithlutheranblakeslee.org 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Faith-Lutheran-Church-Blakeslee-PA-

1721550018126312 

Minister: .......................................................................................................................................... Rev. Jami Possinger 

Lector ........................................................................................................................................................... Phil Newlander 

Greeters/Ushers: ................................................................................................................................ Ruth Newlander 

Communion Asst./Clean up: ..................................................................................... Jan Frantz/Peggy Rapp 

Music: .......................................................................................................................................................... Molly Finkbiner 

mailto:faithoffice@faithlutheranblakeslee.org
https://www.facebook.com/Faith-Lutheran-Church-Blakeslee-PA-1721550018126312
https://www.facebook.com/Faith-Lutheran-Church-Blakeslee-PA-1721550018126312
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Flowers and Bulletins: donated by Rick and Wendy Flanders in memory of Nelson Hill. 

Faith Fair: Thank you to everyone who volunteered and helped make this year’s Faith Fair a 
success. We greatly appreciate your support. 

Serve at Faith: There is a sign-up sheet available on the back table for those who would like to 
serve as a greeter/usher, lector, tech support, Communion assistant, or Sunday school 
teacher/helper. Please see Pastor Jami, John Lyman, or Peggy Rapp with dates you are available 
to serve. 

Altar Service Signup: Volunteers are needed to set-up, bake bread, and clean up after 
communion. Please email Jan Frantz at Boris_fan@yahoo.com to help. 

Bulletin Sponsors and Flower Donations: Sign-up sheets for 2026 are on the table in the foyer 
entrance of the church. In-house bulletin for $10 and $10 towards silk flowers, or you may bring 
your own fresh flowers. Please complete the requisition form with your dedication note. 

Faith Fellowship Team: Our mission is encouraging interaction, building relationships, and 
creating a sense of belonging within the congregation and with the local community. If you’re 
interested in becoming part of the Faith Fellowship Team, please contact Sara Cornell at 570-472-
5560 or at saracornell10@gmail.com. 

MEETINGS/EVENTS 

AA Meetings: Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday at 12 p.m. 

American Red Cross Blood Drive: Sept. 16, 1 p.m.-6 p.m. Please call 800-733-2767 to pre-
register. 

Applefest: Saturday, September 26, 2026. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Quilt Raffle tickets $5 each or 5 for $20. 

Bible Study: Sessions on Sundays, 8 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Studying Joshua. 

Bible Study: Wednesdays, 11 a.m. to Noon with Pastor Jami. 

Choir Rehearsals: resume in September from 8:30 – 9:15 a.m. 

Faith Book Club: The current selection is “Borrowed Babies: The Hidden History of the Practice 
Baby Programs,” by Dr. Sara Cornell. Discussion will be held after worship service on Sept. 6 at 
Murphy’s Loft. 

Faith Library: Please see one of the “Little Librarians” or Sara Cornell with any donations or 
questions. 

Faithful Community Quilters: Second Monday of the month, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

Free Community Lunch: First Tuesday of each month. (Sept. 1) 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. Five Loaf 
House,133 Firehouse Road, Pocono Pines. 

Holy Grounds Coffee Hour: Fellowship will be held after worship on the second Sunday of each 
month. Volunteers to host are needed—please sign up on the sheet in the back of the church. 

Pastor Jami Possinger has weekly office hours. Confidential email: 
pastor@faithlutheranblakeslee.org or private cell phone: 610-216-9951

mailto:Boris_fan@yahoo.com
mailto:pastor@faithlutheranblakeslee.org
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Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the sound of sheer silence. When the 

disciples face a great storm on the sea, they cry out with fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do not be 

afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we gather to seek the calm presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In 

comforting words of scripture and in the refreshing bread and cup of the eucharist, God grants us peace and 

sends us forth to be a sign of God’s presence to others. 

PRELUDES: “Closer Walk,” “It is Well with My Soul” 

Please rise as you are able. 

GATHERING HYMN ELW 785 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Through the storms of life, O God, you are with your people in the person of Jesus your Son. 

Calm our fears and strengthen our faith that we may never doubt his presence among us. Bless 

us with bold belief even in the darkness of the night and the assault of life’s storms, that we 

may be messengers of your peace and justice, in the name of the One whom wind and wave 

obey. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

FIRST READING 1 Kings 19:9-18 
On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical signs of God’s presence—earthquake, wind, 

and fire—Elijah now experienced God in “sheer silence.” God assured Elijah that he is not the only faithful 

believer. Seven thousand Israelites are still loyal. God instructed Elijah to anoint two men as kings and to 

anoint Elisha as his own successor. 

9 At [Horeb, the mount of God,] [Elijah] came to a cave and spent the night there. Then the 

word of the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 10 He answered, “I 

have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your 

covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, 

and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 

11 He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass 

by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks 

in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind, and after the wind an earthquake, 

but the LORD was not in the earthquake, 12 and after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was 

not in the fire, and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. 13 When Elijah heard it, he wrapped 

his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a 

voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14 He answered, “I have been very 

zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown 

down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking 

my life, to take it away.” 15 Then the LORD said to him, “Go, return on your way to the 

wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16 Also 

you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha son of 

Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. 17 Whoever escapes from the sword of 

Hazael, Jehu shall kill, and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 18 Yet I 

will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth 

that has not kissed him.” 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 85:8-13 
I will listen to what the LORD God is saying. (Ps. 85:8) 

8 I will listen to what the LORD God is saying; for you speak peace to your faithful 

people and to those who turn their hearts to you. 
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9 Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, that your glory may 

dwell in our land. 

10 Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; righteousness and peace have 

kissed each other. 

11 Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, and righteousness shall look down 

from heaven. 

12 The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, and our land will yield its increase. 

13 Righteousness shall go before the LORD and shall prepare for God a pathway. 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 10:5-15 
A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic efforts. It is a gift received in the 

proclamation whose content is Jesus Christ. This proclaimed word creates our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Hence Christian proclamation is an indispensable component of God’s saving actions. 

5 Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who 

does these things will live by them.” 6 But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do 

not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or 

‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what 

does it say? 

“The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we 

proclaim), 9 because if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your 

heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For one believes with the heart, 

leading to righteousness, and one confesses with the mouth, leading to salvation. 11 The 

scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction 

between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. 
13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

14 But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to 

believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to 

proclaim him? 15 And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, 

“How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

Please stand as you are able. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 14:13-21 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith,” who fail despite their best 

intentions. In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the disciples when they are in trouble and sustains 

them in their time of fear and doubt. 

22 [Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the Sea of 

Galilee,] while he dismissed the crowds.23 And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up 

the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but by this time 

the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. 25 And 

early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 26 But when the disciples saw 

him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 
27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 28 Peter 

answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29 He said, 

“Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 
30 But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried 

out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to 

him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 When they got into the boat, the wind 

ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

Please be seated. 

CHILDREN’S TIME 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  LBW 467 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of 

God’s creation. 
A brief silence. 

We pray for the servants of your gospel in every place, that your word may be heard. Where 

your voice is scorned and your people persecuted, strengthen the church in its faithful witness. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

For this world you have created, that all life may flourish. Preserve biodiversity in all its 

variety and help ecosystems to survive the extremes of a changing climate. Move our hearts 

with compassion to join in this work. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

For leaders of towns, states, nations, and organizations, and all who are in positions of 

authority, that they lead with justice and integrity. Teach us to respond with Christlike mercy 

to all who are afraid or in danger. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

For all who struggle amid the storms of life, that they find peace and hope in your loving 

presence. Comfort any who are lonely and grieving and all who suffer. Merciful God, receive 

our prayer. 
PRAYER LIST 

Jim H.; Megan; Larissa; William; Richard Z.; Danielle S.; David S.; Michael K.; Gail and Bob C.; Shirley 

S.; Justin E.; Ed. T.; Dale H.; Wilbur B.; St. Paul, Smithfield Twp. 
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For this congregation and its ministries, that they reflect your love and life amid a turbulent 

world. Guide council members, elders, and other church leaders with your still, calm voice. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

We give thanks for the faithful who have gone before us. Guide us in our earthly journey, that 

we may one day join them in your eternal kingdom. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name 

of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

RECEPTION OF ASSOCIATE MEMBER 

 Diane Schmelz 

THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 

OFFERING MUSIC: “Melita,” Charles Callahan, played by Molly Finkbiner. 

OFFERTORY SONG 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share 

freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of 

Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen. 

 

DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this 

day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
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everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts 

of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness 

endures from age to age. Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for 

saving the earth from the waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely 

through the sea. Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of 

milk and honey. Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. Praise to 

you for the death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all 

nations. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 

of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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With this bread and cup, we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim 

the mystery of faith: 

 

O God of resurrection and new life: 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. 

Grace our table with your presence. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the 

world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and 

moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 

  



 

15 

 

LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

 

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 
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SONG AFTER COMMUNION ELW 208 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the 

abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love 

freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit 

nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 
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BLESSING 

 

SENDING HYMN  LBW 320 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! Thanks be to God. 
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August 9th, 2026 – Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

Prelude: 
CLOSER WALK – piano, John Carter. © 2005 Augsburg Fortress. #AF2020429. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights 
reserved. 

It is Well with My Soul, John Carter. © 2005 Augsburg Fortress. #105957. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights 
reserved. 

Gathering Song: 
When Peace, Like a River, Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888, Tune: Philip P. Bliss, 1838-1876. © Public Domain. 

Hymn of the Day: 
Eternal Father, Strong to Save, Text: William Whiting, 1825-1878, alt., Tune: John B. Dykes, 1823-1876. © Public Domain. 

Offering Music: 
Melita, Charles Callahan. © 2006 Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a division of MorningStar Music Publishers. #10-597.65. Reprinted with 
permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Offering Song: 
We Are An Offering, Dwight Liles. © 1984 Word Music, LLC. #16220. CCLI License #20635975 and Streaming License #20635982. 

Communion Music: 
It Is Well with My Soul, Eleanor Whitsett. © 2008 Hope Publishing Company. #35944. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. 
All rights reserved. 

Sending Hymn: 
O God, Our Help in Ages Past, Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt., Tune: William Croft, 1678-1727. © Public Domain. 

Postlude: 
St. Anne, Charles Callahan. © 2006 Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a division of MorningStar Music Publishers. #10-597.84. Reprinted with 
permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Service Music: 
Kyrie, Avon Gillespie. © Avon Gillespie, 1987, GIA Publications, Inc. #94856. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726919. All rights 
reserved. 

Now the Feast and Celebration: Now the Feast, Marty Haugen. © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. #01108. Reprinted with permission under ONE 
LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Now the Feast and Celebration: Gospel Verse, Marty Haugen. © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. #01111. Reprinted with permission under ONE 
LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Now the Feast and Celebration: Holy, Marty Haugen. © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. #G3488H. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # 
A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Now the Feast and Celebration: Eucharistic Acclamation, Marty Haugen. © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. #01114. Reprinted with permission under 
ONE LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Now the Feast and Celebration: Lamb of God, Marty Haugen. © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. #01116. Reprinted with permission under ONE 
LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. 

Now the Feast and Celebration: Thanks Be To You, Marty Haugen. © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. #01117. Reprinted with permission under ONE 
LICENSE # A-726919. All rights reserved. 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Rev. Jami Possinger .................................................................................................................. pastor@faithlutheranblakeslee.org 

Sara Cornell, Council President ............................................................................................................ Saracornell10@gmail.com 

Paul Frantz, Council Vice President ............................................................................................................ pfrantz61@yahoo.com 

Peggy Rapp, Council Secretary ...................................................................................................................... drpeggy09@aol.com 

Paul Frantz, Finance Committee ................................................................................................................. pfrantz61@yahoo.com 

Phil Newlander, Finance Secretary ........................................................................................................ prnewlander@yahoo.com 

Ben Mroz III, Treasurer ....................................................................................................... Treasurer@faithlutheranblakeslee.org 

Mike Gillis, Property Maintenance ................................................................................................................. pocono570@ptd.net 

Don Childers .............................................................................................................................................................. loisj@ptd.net 

Barbara Laughlin ................................................................................................................................... mrs.emt4075@yahoo.com 

John Lyman .......................................................................................................................................................... jclyman@ptd.net 

Steve Marga ............................................................................................................................................... smarg40@hotmail.com 

Janet Kath, Church Secretary ......................................................................................... Faithoffice@FaithLutheranBlakeslee.org  
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