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PRELUDE 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

(Please stand as you are able.) 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose mercy is 

poured out upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation. 
Amen. 

 
Let us confess our sinfulness before God and one another, trusting in God’s endless 

mercy and love. 
 

Holy God, you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We 
confess that our hearts are burdened by sin—our own sins and the broken 

systems that bind us. We turn inward, failing to follow your outward way of 

love. We distrust those who are not like us. We exploit the earth and its 
resources and fail to consider generations to come. Forgive us, gracious God, 

for all we have done and left undone. Even before the words are on our 
tongues, you know them; receive them in your divine mercy. Amen. 

 

How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, our sins are 

washed away and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. Indeed, we are forgiven. In the 

wake of God’s forgiveness, we are called to be the beloved community living out Christ’s 
justice and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. Amen. 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

We gather to worship God, whose creative imagination never fails: 
For the sake of God, we will search for the outcasts. 

We gather to praise our God, whose steadfast love never weakens: 
For the sake of Jesus, we will lift up all who have fallen. 

We gather to offer our best to God, who walks with us through eternity: 

For the sake of the Holy Spirit, we will walk with the weary. 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to 
the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY   
Everlasting God, you give strength to the weak and power to the faint. Make us agents 

of your healing and wholeness, that your good news may be made known to the ends of 
your creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

 
(You may be seated) 

 
FIRST LESSON 

The first lesson is found in Isaiah 40:21-31 
 
 21 Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
Has it not been told you from the beginning? Have you not understood from the 

foundations of the earth? 22It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, and its 

inhabitants are like grasshoppers; who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, and 
spreads them like a tent to live in; 23who brings princes to naught, and makes the rulers 

of the earth as nothing.  24Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, scarcely has their 
stem taken root in the earth, when he blows upon them, and they wither, and the 

tempest carries them off like stubble.  25To whom then will you compare me, or who is 
my equal? says the Holy One. 26Lift up your eyes on high and see: Who created these? 

He who brings out their host and numbers them, calling them all by name; because he is 
great in strength, mighty in power, not one is missing.  27Why do you say, O Jacob, and 

speak, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the Lord, and my right is disregarded by my 
God”? 28Have you not known? Have you not heard?  The Lord is the everlasting God, 

the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding 
is unsearchable.  29He gives power to the faint, and strengthens the powerless.  
30Even youths will faint and be weary, and the young will fall exhausted; 
 31but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with 

wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint. 

 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  

 
PSALM 147:1-11, 20C (Read responsively.) 

 1Hallelujah! How good it is to sing praises to our God!  
  How pleasant it is to honor God with praise! 

 2The Lord rebuilds Jerusalem, and gathers the exiles of Israel. 
 3The Lord heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds. 

 4The Lord counts the number of the stars and calls them all by their names.  
 5Great is our Lord and mighty in power; there is no limit to God’s wisdom. 

 6The Lord lifts up the lowly, but casts the wicked to the ground. 
 7Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving; make music upon the harp to our God, 

 8who covers the heavens with clouds and prepares rain for the earth,  
making grass to grow upon the mountains. 

 9God provides food for the cattle and for the young ravens when they cry. 

 10God is not impressed by the might of a horse, 
and has no pleasure in the speed of a runner, 

 11but finds pleasure in those who fear the Lord, in those who await God’s steadfast 
love.  20c Hallelujah!  
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SECOND LESSON 
The second lesson is found in 1 Corinthians 9:16-23 

 
16If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an obligation is laid 

on me, and woe to me if I do not proclaim the gospel! 17For if I do this of my own will, I 
have a reward; but if not of my own will, I am entrusted with a commission. 18What then 

is my reward? Just this: that in my proclamation I may make the gospel free of charge, 
so as not to make full use of my rights in the gospel. 

  19For though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I 
might win more of them. 20To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To 

those under the law I became as one under the law (though I myself am not under the 
law) so that I might win those under the law. 21To those outside the law I became as 

one outside the law (though I am not free from God’s law but am under Christ’s law) so 
that I might win those outside the law. 22To the weak I became weak, so that I might 

win the weak. I have become all things to all people, that I might by all means save 

some. 23I do it all for the sake of the gospel, so that I may share in its blessings. 
 

Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 

(Please rise if you are able.) 

 
VERSE (Spoken) 

Alleluia. The servant of God took our infirmities* and bore our diseases. 

Alleluia. (Matt. 8:17) 

(Please remain standing.) 

 

GOSPEL  

The Holy Gospel according to Mark 1:29-39. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
29As soon as [Jesus and the disciples] left the synagogue, 

they entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with James 
and John. 30Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a 

fever, and they told him about her at once. 31He came and 
took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever left 

her, and she began to serve them. 
  32That evening, at sunset, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with 

demons. 33And the whole city was gathered around the door. 34And he cured many who 
were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would not permit 

the demons to speak, because they knew him. 
  35In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted 

place, and there he prayed. 36And Simon and his companions hunted for him. 37When 
they found him, they said to him, “Everyone is searching for you.” 38He answered, “Let 

us go on to the neighboring towns, so that I may proclaim the message there also; for 
that is what I came out to do.” 39And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the 

message in their synagogues and casting out demons. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 
The assembly is seated. 

 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY (spoken) Light Dawns on a Weary World - ELW 726 
 

1 Light dawns on a weary world, when eyes begin to see all people's dignity. 
Light dawns on a weary world: the promised day of justice comes. 

 
2 Love grows in a weary world, when hungry hearts find bread  

and children's dreams are fed. 
Love grows in a weary world: the promised feast of plenty comes.   

 
3 Hope blooms in a weary world, when creatures, once forlorn, 

find wilderness reborn. 

Hope blooms in a weary world: the promised green of Eden comes.  Refrain 
 

Refrain 
The trees shall clap their hands; the dry lands, gush with springs; 

the hills and mountains shall break forth with singing! 
We shall go out in joy, and be led forth in peace, 

as all the world in wonder echoes shalom. 
 

 
THE APOSTLES' CREED (Please rise if you are able). 

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he 
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the 

world, and all people in need. (A brief silence.) 
 

For the church: for ministries of healing and wholeness, for hospital, hospice, and 
military chaplains, for those serving in prison ministry, for all who proclaim freedom and 

release in the name of Christ, let us pray. Have mercy, O God. 
 

For creation: for insects in the grass, clouds on the mountaintops, for cattle and the 
rainwater they drink, for the humility to take our place among all creatures of the earth, 

let us pray. Have mercy, O God. 
 

For the nations: for all who lead in cities and towns, states and countries; for community 
organizers, school officials, and CEOs; for international health organizations, that in 

times of trial, fear, or hopelessness, they find freedom in service to those most in need, 

let us pray. Have mercy, O God. 
 

For all wearied by life’s burdens: for those who are poor, for those lacking supportive 
relationships, for those crushed by debt, for those struggling with chronic pain or other 

sickness, for those exhausted from overwork or stress, and for all who cry out to you 
(especially), let us pray. Have mercy, O God. 

 

 

PRAYER LIST 
 

Pr. Debby, Eddie, Cheryl, Carol and Craig, Bruce, Denis, Megan, Gertrude, George, Mike, 
Jennifer, Sue, Tina, Alex, Donna, Andrea, Ginger, Karen, Janet, Jacquie, Rachel, Jenn, 

Andrea, Ginger, R.C., Richard, Forrest, Roy, Jeanine, Leslie, Cory, Shirley, Deb, Kathy, 
Tom, Glen, Margery, Lillian K. and Members of the armed services, the congregation of 

St. John of Scotrun.   
 

 
For this congregation: for outreach and social ministries centered here (especially); for 

parish nurses and visitors; for ministries of companionship and support, for the young 
people in this place who open us to new understandings, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. (Here other intercessions may be offered.) 
 

In thanksgiving for the faithful departed, who were called by name and now rest from 

their labors, that their lives serve as witnesses to the goodness of God, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 

 
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one 

who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

 
PEACE 

The Peace of the Lord be with you always.   And also with you.  
 
(please share the peace of Christ with others with a wave from your seat, then be seated.) 
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OFFERING 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.   

The gifts are brought forward. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: like a mother receives her child, with arms 

open wide. Nourish us anew in your tender care, and empower us in faithful service to 
tend to others with this same love, through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. Amen. 

 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   
The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise.  

 

Blessed are you, O holy God: you are the Life and Light of all. By your powerful word 
you created all things. Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the 

Nations. Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. He is your Light, shining in our darkness 
and revealing to us your mercy and might. 

 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and he gave thanks.  

Then he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup and he blessed it.  Then he gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Remembering, therefore, his preaching and healing, his dying and rising, and his 

promise to come again, we await that day when all creation will rejoice in your holy and 

life-giving light. By your Spirit bless us and this meal, that, refreshed with this heavenly 
food, we may be light for the world, revealing the brilliance of your Son. Through him all 

glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both 
now and forever. Amen 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus. Come and be fed.  

(please be seated) 
 

Hold your cups by the rim, life up the thin film covering the wafer.    
“This is the body of Christ…. Given for you”    

 
Still holding the cup by the rim, carefully peel back the second covering until you can 

drink the juice.     
“This is the blood of Christ… Shed for you” 

 
TABLE BLESSING 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you, and fill you with his 
light and life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace: your word has been fulfilled. My 
own eyes have seen the salvation which you have prepared in the sight of ev'ry 

people: a light to reveal you to the nations and the glory of your people Israel. 
Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 
Christ Jesus, at this table we have feasted on your very life and are strengthened for our 

journey. Send us forth from this banquet nourished in body and in spirit to proclaim your 
good news and serve others in your name. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 

God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the 

comforter ☩  keep you in peace.  Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN (spoken) - On Eagle's Wings - WOV 779  

 
1 You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord,  who abide in this shadow for life, 

 say to the Lord: "My refuge,  my rock in whom I trust!" 
 

2 The snare of the fowler will never capture you, 
 and famine will bring you no fear; 

 under God's wings your refuge, with faithfulness your shield.   
 

3 You need not fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow that flies by day; 
 though thousands fall about you, near you it shall not come.  Refrain 

 
Refrain 

 And he will raise you up on eagle's wings, bear you on the breath of dawn, 
 make you to shine like the sun, and hold you in the palm of his hand. 

 

DISMISSAL  
 

Go in peace. Be the light of Christ! Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn of the Day: Light Dawns on a Weary World - ELW 726 
Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953, Text © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. 
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
Sending: On Eagle's Wings - WOV 779  
Text: Michael Joncas, b. 1957, Text © 1979 OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights 
reserved. Used by permission. 

 
 
Portions from Evangelical Lutheran Worship and sundaysandseasons.com, © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License No. SB144827.  Permission to 
podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License No. A-726919.  CCLI License 
#20635975 and Streaming License #20635982 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Vaccines for Seniors 65+: Both Lehigh Valley Hospital in East Stroudsburg and St. Luke’s in Bartonsville are 

now accepting appointments for the COVID-19 vaccine for seniors aged 75 and over.   For Lehigh Valley, call 

484-884-1767.  For St. Luke’s, call 1-866-785-8537, option 7. 

 

BoomWackers Music Practice: Practice with children and adults weekly on Wednesdays, at 4 pm in our 

Sanctuary, mask and social distancing is required. Join in to learn and make beautiful music together.  

 

Souper Bowl: From now until today February 7th, our ‘Souper Bowl” field is up in the sanctuary, waiting for 

you to pin up your shoes, pants, shirts, helmets and goal posts!  If you’re not able to get here, post your donation 

on-line through Vanco and we’ll pin it up for you! All donations will benefit our local food pantry. 
 

Bulletin Sponsors and Flower Donations:  We are now printing our bulletin covers in-house for only $10 and 

flowers can either be a donation of $20 towards silk flowers or you may bring your own fresh flowers and take 

home after the service. Please write your name on the calendar in the back and complete a form with your 

dedication note and payment.  

 

 

 

Stewardship Snippet: 

“He gives power to the faint, and strengthens the powerless.” – Isaiah 40:29 

Yes, loving one’s neighbors can be difficult, but it is not impossible. God is with us and gives the strength and 

power we need to love others, even our enemies. Stewardship of relationships matters! 
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               Sunday, February 7, 2021  

 

Scripture Reading: Isaiah 40:21-31 
 

Happiness is the best makeup. —Drew Barrymore 
 

 
 

ustomer service people have a specific job to do: resolve issues or problems a customer 

has with a purchase or with the store’s service. 

 Like most people, I have to return merchandise from time to time. But, fortunately, I cannot 

remember anything unpleasant. How about you? This is a good thing; it means that my 

experiences with customer service are generally positive. 

 This past week, I had an issue with a product I had purchased. I wrote to the company, and I 

received a nice reply from “Bess.” At the end of her note, her signature was followed by her job 

title: Customer Happiness Specialist! 

 In other words, her job was to make me happy, and keep me happy.  

 This is a huge job, isn’t it? 

 My philosophy is that generally it is not my job to make the people around me happy. I think 

that everyone must be responsible for their own happiness, contentment and peace. And I truly 

believe there is truth in this position. 

 BUT, that said, I also believe that I can play an important role in promoting happiness. I 

should do my very best to make it easier for my wife, my family, my friends and even strangers 

to be happy and have a good day.  

 I was impressed with Bess. And I decided that I, too, wanted to be a “happiness specialist.”  

 What is required of someone who wants to be a Happiness Specialist? 

 You need a good heart and a good attitude (what some people would call a good disposition 

or outlook on life). You probably need an infinite amount of patience. A sense of humor 

wouldn’t hurt, and you definitely need a smile.  

 Do you qualify for the job? 
—Timothy Merrill 

 
Prayer: Gracious God, thank you for giving to me all I need to bring good cheer into the world. 

Amen. 

 

 

 
 

C 
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 Activity Page     

Week of February 7, 2021 
 

 
 
Daily Bible Readings 
 

Sunday: Exodus 1-4 
Monday: Exodus 5-7 
Tuesday: Exodus 8-10 
Wednesday: Exodus 11-13 
Thursday: Exodus 14-17 
Friday: Exodus 18-20 
Saturday: Psalms 13-15 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Secret name? ________________ 
 

 
 

INCOMPLETE PHRASES:  Directions: Are you familiar with common American idioms and phrases? If so, 
this activity should be “a piece of cake.” 
 

1. A drop in the _____________________.    6. The ball is ___________________________. 

2. A diamond in the   _________________.   7. A horse, a horse,  _____________________. 

3. Barking up _______________________.   8. A labor _____________________________. 

4. Abandon hope  ___________________.    9. Been there,  _________________________. 

5. A multitude ______________________.     10. A house divided _____________________. 

 
 

 
 

       

The Life of Moses 
DIRECTIONS: This week we begin readings in Exodus, and Moses is the prominent figure in this book. 

This puzzle reveals the name of a very important person in his life. Use the grid on the right to fill in the 

empty boxes on the left, which — when filled out correctly — will reveal the name of this person. 

Remember, only one of the letters derived from the top or the bottom clue is the correct one. We’ve done one 

box for you. 

         

 
C2 D3 B1 D3 B4 C5  

 

 
      I       

 

 
A5 E4 B2 E5 D4 A5  

 

         

 

        

   A B C D E  

 1 G R T J E  

 2 P K C B W  

 3 Y X F I H  

 4 U N Z A O  

 5 M D S V L  

        

 

Answer to Life of Moses: (spelled backwards): 

MAIRIM 

 

Answers to INCOMPLETE PHRASES: 1. bucket, 2. rough, 3. the wrong tree, 4. ye 
who enter here, 5. of sins, 6. in your court, 7. my kingdom for a horse!, 8. of love, 9. 

done that, 10. against itself cannot stand. 

Verse to Remember 

I am the LORD your God, …  
you shall have no other gods 

before me.  
 

—Exodus 20:2-3 

 
 


